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TcjACHERON. wl
I j onisai haven hurrying on or

'Md &~le cjis, wberefram ye may descry I
RsW iite-l)lumed torrent roarinig thiunder- ha

')Wllthe sheer steep plunges Acheron li
po h5 heOdworld glamour wholly -oee

eOOx shores, where sadness ex erlatstiîly it
Plle teIale Shades, and for Eurydice

4p'.rpheîîs shrilled lus fruitless orison. te
V. Viriî'

rglshalid lias flung a fadeless blooni g]
Yndrear vale, where streams Plutonian, o

dogina, throughi rayless rmalins of d
Sun 1 tlMghty master longago, Il

z4d duaderu d those darksome wavcs of woe. 51

-Mi. e-A. INCEILx, in London ['05lie (Opbiiuî. Ci
b
b

Ž~N~BY THE PLATYPUS.

~1Te Australian correspondent of the n
PhWrites :-" The platypus (Oitia-

.5ÀU anfatinus) lias always been a most a
intr g anima], occupying as it does an fi

bir rnedIate position between reptiles, s
teaadmarmale ; on tlie bind 1imb of n

ta 15i a liollow curved spur communi- t'

1 g ""th a gland in tbe leg in mucli thie s
r4ewaY as the poison fang of a snake is C
-'a.ned *ith the poison-producing sali- h

icto glaad. At the last meeting of the a
'1111 ]Bac f the British Medical a

asc inDr Lalor made a preliminarya

bon, igland of the platypus also secretes poi- o

Irae e narrated the case of a man who
the 'cnded intlie liand by this spur of a

tetrYPuFi and felt stung. (Jellulitis of
in lg. followed, and acute blood-poison- i

gag'Ted subject is to bie further investi-td tOfcourse i squite possible that
in bPofi can be accounted for by thie

ordtla'onofa simple wound with tlie

4 naoY mi'crCorganisms of septicaimia."-
n Pub lic Opinijon.

T SOME STMANGE STORIES.
84 Phl'e Of us who stumble at belief in tlie
yetratura1 , may find it casier to discuss

Qd lesi wlen the teri super-material is
Tckhose wlio are not asliamcd to

4 nowledge that inexplicable things do
hoppellt can, daim fellowsliip witli a goodly

IlThe writer of tbis paper ssil1 relate
lqteliing hereini that is not true and abso-
exey Worthy of trust, witliin personal
lete1c or that of well-known and excel-

rind

?eetýeover divine was, for many years,
af a1 country parisli, and built, for lis

fit'i eoveienea liandsome parsonage,
%, i *UP tlierein a library, replete witli
rey literary

able y luxury, and ricli in comfort-
petg 1 P lianices. ilere lie, for thc moat

t lied for a long periad, and witliin
0h four deliglitful walls were written

rae .~8 and pamphlets which eventually
7%I to tlie dignity of a bisliap. A

ha~;n more stately bouse became bis
'ep borne again, while tlie parisli lie liad

fe% into the bands of another. Some

Da* hPO5sed. Tlie new vicar of tlie country
tri th~ was one day writing lis sermon with-

ClOBj 10ed doors of the bislop's old lili-

1jre. rtow more modestly called "ltlie study."

tr "distUrbed by liearing a boarse, dis-
ýhs ovice exclaiming, "gMary Mary 1

ne 6Peaker seemed at bis elbowyttb

ad no second occupant ; and the

edoor7s shut off extraneous noises. As

THE WEEK.

looked about in surprise, the caîl for thi
Miary !Mary "came ruera urgently still. tii
e rose and wcnt ta thc wiudow. Thc suni dc
as sliining. AUl was quiet witiaut. No ki
se was in sigit. 11e resumed bis work. ri

did not pragress, bowcver. Hie bad ft
irdly taken up bis peu wlien lie laid it st
>wn again. Drip, drip, drip, as of some ai
quid slowly flowing disturbed lim now. w
Ramn dropping off the eaves, sud I tliouglt b
bad been fine ahl the morning I' lie mut. ai
rcd, again gaîng tal flie window. His in- T

ression liad been correct. The day was
lorious, and lie conld not discover wlience si
r wbere the dropping came from. Yet lic w~
istinctly heard this drip, drip, drip. AV
ttle later lic learned tliat, at tliis sainet
aur, on tbis very day, bis predecessar bad ti
ommitted suicide, under thc stress of saine k

~udden brain-prsure ; tliat lie had boarsely it
alled bis wife Mary, and fliat she, alas !
ad flot camte ta bis assistance until thie life- s
locd had drip-drippcd away. This maat r
trange cecurrence was related direct ta the c
arratar by the persan to wiom it occurred. r

There is a lonely, lovely, darkly-sbad- s

wed lake in Irehand called Lougli Derg, lk
amons alike for goad fisbing and sudden a
quails. My friend went ta spend a fart- a
iglit witî an aunt, wliose bouse was near c
hie water. lier rector lived ou tlie opposite3 i

bare. Tbey were ail at lunch one wihd t
)3tober day, wben tIc lady laaking up fram
er plate suddculy cxclaimed : lWliy, tbere e
re the C. boys caming np the drive ! wliat
day for thein ta venture across tie lake ;

.nd we bave eaten up everytbiuîg 1 " SIc
eft thie table, and went ta fthe kitclien ta
urder the baEty preparation of some fresli
lish far the coming guests. lier daugliter
Lnd neplcw crosscd thme raaîn, staad at the
window, watching the yaung men approach-
.ng, and comnuentung upon the habit the
elder youth bad of swinging bis arn as lie
walked. My friend then weiut and opened
the hall doar te, admit tbese frequent guests,
fIat fliere miight be no delay in tbei- en-
trance on sucli a blusterîng day, the servants
bcing occupied with tbeir mistressl, who at
this moment came farward froin the t ack of
thc liause. Il Well, wbere are tbey ? " slie
inqnired, going ta, the dbar. Il Nat lucre!
Ohu, 1 know their tricks! Tbey are biding

round flic corner just ta, make us hlnt und
feel foalish. They are a pair of ecamps!
But tbey were net round the corner, nor
visible any longer in any direction. The
lame party lad inally ta couclude tliat their
young friends lad cbanged flicir minds and

given up flic purposed visit for seine otler
expedit ioni. However, iu a couple of boura,
tliey were lorrified ta lear of a terrible boat
accident. TIe rector's sons lad been row-
ing theniselves acrass tic lake, intending to

lunch witb their fniends, wien a sudden
squall overturned tîcir boat, and bol were
drowned.

There is an aid town in Irehand still

surrounded witi walls. It is uoted as the
centre of a rebelliaus district. It was also

lu ancient days a favounite spot for conceal-
ing smuggled goods, being intersected witi

secret passages and underground roame.
iRuined casties and modern abbeys, monas-
teries and couvents abound. It 18 perlaps
as well ta make this stafement: altliaugh it
lias, s0 far as we, the leading actars in flic
matter, are aware, nothing ta do witli the
story. One of aur bome Party was ordained
and became the curate of a rici and kind aid
rectar bere. A local banker farmerly lad

f lis bouse, but was shot dead on luis owu
daorstep in tic midst of a Fenian autbreak.
llaving been nearly a montl in resideuce
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.e curate called one day at thie police sta-
on to ask tliat saine patrolling should be
one outside lis dwelling, as runaway
nocks annoyed tlie servant at nigît. "AIl
gît, sir. l'Il lock after tlien boyp," was
ie cleerful response. Meeting the con-
ables a few days later, lowever, thie eur-

te reproacbed thein. I really wisli you
ould come our way sometimes at nigiht,"
e said. Il We aie quite tormented. The
nnoyance goes on up to near midnight.»
lue sergeant stared. Il Wliy, sir," lie said,
my inen bave becn about every evening

.nce, and bave seen no one. To-niglit 1
'ill put one of tliem indoors, if you like.
Vith twa outside we are sure to catch
hcin." Tliey did not, bowever, altbough
lie knacking was kept up vigorously. The
nockingsaoon changed its venue, as well as
ts ciaracteýr. Four bedrooms opened cff a
mail lauding. Some friglit.ened persan
cemed to bq witbin one or anather of the

ooms, usually witbin one occupicd by thie
urate's sister and the young domestic, whog
efuEed to remain undr presenit ciscuin-
tances if compelled to sleep alone. T[le
~nocking began now on thea door witli a toue
.s of one anxious ta get out. The urgency
,nd saund of thie entreating kuocks in-
reascd until the noise seeme]. crs-ated by an
ron bammer, vigorously used. On opening
lie door no cause could ever be discovered.
Fifteen persons werc assembled one niglit
~ndeavoring to catchi thie ghobt by systern-
atic searcli, but al] in vain. This disturb-
ancc would go ou until two and tbrre o'clock
on some occasions. Soft footsteps were ulso
heard pattering up and down the short,
steep stairs, down wbich also tumbled at
intervals cart-loads as of invisible ca or

stouep. A young policeman iled froin the
house one niglit in pallid terror, declining
ever again f0 seek to uneartb unearthly
enemies. Tbrough it ail tlie younIg curate
and bis sister endeavourect to keep a brave
hcart, even going so far as ta hold a service
witbin the walls to exorcise thc spirits, if
spirits they were. Hile wrate to lis puede-
cesser in ofîbce, and learned frein humi that
the boause had been so uncanny fliat if was
(1uite too mucli for him and bis wife. Tbey
liad leff flie place as soon as possible. \Vhile
flis went on thie aid rector camne down one
day on a tour of inspection, certain t}iaf lie
could track the gliost. Hae could not, but
sdvised the curate ta make bis sister changee
lier bedroom ; as within lier presont apart-

ment hie biad visited a former tenant dying

a very terrible death. This sdvice was
taken, and undoubtedly wlien tliis parficu-
lar cliamber was vacated, flie disturbance8
abated, aifbougi the boause wss neyer as

other houses.-Miss A lice Quarry, in thbe
Argosy."

The letter Q is thie least useful of aIl its
twenty-five companions. It neyer ends an
English word, and canuot begin one witl-
ont the aid of the letter U, being invariably
followed by fIe last-mentioned letter in ail
words belonging to aur language. TIe man

doesn't, live who can tell the Il wîy " of the
peculiar relation of flic letters Q and U, or

wly the former was given its cuniaus naine.
Soute argue tiat its mnme was applied be-

cause of thie tail or cue at tlie bottoni of the,
letter, but thie original Q, when sounded
jusf as if is ta day was made witliout the

cue, the character mucli rcsembling the IEng-
lish sign for pound.

Life is a comedy ta lim wlio fhinks,
and a tragedy ta him who feels.-Horace
Walpo le.


