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" There ain't no cleverness about it," sbe replied, witb
a barsh nasal accent ; I"any fool most coiild do as much."
Wilkinson carried the tin pail to the shanty disillusioned,
took bis drink out of a cup that seemed dlean enough,
joined bis friend in thanking mother and daughter for
their hospitality, and retired to the road.

IlDo you find your respect for the fair sex rising"
hie asked Coristine, cynically.

"The mother's an awful old harridan-"
"Yes, and wben the daughter is lier age she will be a

barridan, too; the gentle rustic beauties have gone out of
date, like the old peets. The schoolmaster is much needed
here to teach voung women flot to compare gentlemen,
even if they are Vedestrianizing, to 1'any fool most.'"

ilOh, Wilks5,"is that where you're bit ? 1 thought you
and she were long enough over that water business for a
case of Jacob and Rachel at the well, ha, ba!

"eCorne, cease this folly, Coristine, and let us get
alog."

(To be continurd.)

A PARSONS~ PONDER[NGS (J'NERNlNG
THEOSOPHY.

IRECEIVED, the other day, a letter from a gentleman
Iunknown to me personally, who told mie therein that

bie bad just read my Ponderings in TiiF WEEK on IlThe
Wise Men of the East." His remarks were extremely
kind and laudatory, snd 1 naturally feit highly gratitied.
But wben 1 îead a littie further on, and was assured that
MY sentiments were quite acceptable to himself as a TI,èeo-
80P7481, 1 became alarmed. My irst tbought was :
Wonder if 1 said anything heretical î Wonder if 1 shall
be bauled up before the Sanbedrini ? Wonder if rny
clerical brethren wiîî insist on nîy resignation or dis-
missal, as a dangerous character, as a heretic in disguise,
as a Tbeosophist, no less !

My courteous correspondent sent mie at the sanie tîme
a couple of pamphlets explaining the elementary princi-
pIes of Tbeosophy. These 1 read most anxiously and
carefully. I had, a few years ago, tried to wade through
some dozen numbers of the late Madame Blavatsky's
Periodica], the Ptheo8olist;l but 1 must confess the per-
usai left one somewhai bewildered, net a; to ,ny faith but
as te 1/uirs. The pamphlets, bowever, kindly furnisbed
me by my correspondent (Il Letters on Theosophy," 2 sets,
bv Alex. F'illerton, F.T.S.) have the merit of putting the
Theosophic doctrine in as concrete a form as 1 conceive to
be possible. Wben 1. had mastered thern, my alarin sub-
sided.

Mr. Fullerton opens bis case in these words "Any
man, upon first hearing the word 'Tbeosopby,' naturally
supposes it a new forai of religion or a new interpretation
of the Bible. Remembering1the variety of churches and
secta in even the smallest towns, and that these, as well as
the fresh formations recorded in the daily press," etc.

Ah 1 there it is, the old story ! The numerous
divisions of Crsin are the cause of stili another effart
to get sonie universal problem on whicli aIl can unite and
se show forth the brotberhood of man ! The late Lord A.
Cecil used to begin bis preacbings in the sanie strain. So
does every Il resh formation." Se schism breeds schisms;
80 we Christians put a Htumbling-block in the waak
brother's way ! I do not mean to say that there shoulti be
11o differences of opinions or viewsamong Christians ; tbey
are flecessary and desirable. But it is neithen necessary
nor desirabie that each separate opinion should be embod-
ied -In a separate organization. Fancy, if eveny shade of
Poitical opinion in Canada bad its own separate Parlia-
ment and Executive !

Mr. Fullerton proceeds to expound in plain prose the
two great central doctrines of Theosopby wbich Sir Edwin
Arnold bas drawn out in such charming verse in bis"I Ligbt
of Asia," viz., liRe-incarnation " and "lKarmna." The first
of these, re-incarnation, is a new name for the old
opinions of Pythagoras, Socrates and Plato, of the pre-
existence andi transmigration of every individual soul.
Socrates (in the il Phwr'lo " of Plato) argues that the soul
of every individual mnust have existeti in somne bodily
shape or other before it possessed its present organismf,
and that after death it will again tenant some other form,
bumani or bestial, and se on, ad infinitum. iNow this i
juat the ibeosophic (or Buddhîst) doctrine of I liReincar-
nation." 1 remember, as a boy, reading a mnost cunlous
andi interesting tale-I wish 1 coulti get holti of it again-
called Il"The Transmigrations of Indtur." It ran soniething
like this: Indur, a pious Brabman, wbile endeavouring to
rescue sonie animal from the jaws of a beast cE prey,
receives bis own death-wound froin the ferocious creature.
But before bis seul departs, Buddba appears te bim and
benignantly asks bim to name bis last wish. The dying
man asks that in al bis future Il transmignations " be shall
aiways keep the memory and persona] consciousness of bis
present human "lincarnation." The request is granted,
wbereupon bis soul contentedly departs from bis body. On
awakening te bis new life lie finds bimself in a vast waste
of waters, no land visible anywbere. He splashes about;
lie spouts water through bis nose ; lie feeds on minute
creatures of the air and waten wbiiCblbe swallows by the
miillion ; be admires the gracef ul lines of bis back and
tail ; be is astonisheti at bis own bulk. He is a wbale.
bXotwithstanding, bie enjoys himself bugely in bis new
44environmient " ; be is quite conivinced that life is wortb
living; until, one fine day, lie feels a sharp pain in tbe

nape of bis neck. It is the stab) of a barpoon. Lie looks
with wratb upon a boat-load of fellow-souls, incarnateti in
shapes similar to that hoe wore formerly. 11e zoes for
them, but tbey dodge him, and hie gets the proti of another
barpoon. Finally througbh loss of blooti bis seul is again
dislodged, anti lie Il inigrates." The next time lie turns up
as a tiger; tl'en a monkey, andi se on. We beys used te
read thîs story as one now reatis Grimm's Il Fainy Tales'"
or IlAlico in Wondcrland." But it appears that, according
te Theosopbv, we were ail the timne abserbing the most
solemn truths.

However, to be just, Mr. Fullerton says îîothing about
our re-incarnation or our pre-incarnations as brutes or
fishes. Hie talks about the evolution of the spirit in its
various buman forms. Weil, let it be granteti (aftertbe
manner of Euclid's hypotheses) that my IlEgo," or "lseul,"
bas been tbrough numberless transmigrations or re-incar-
nations since the oeginning of bumanity. Wbat would t
net -ive te be able te recaîl at will te my memory any
particular incarnation tbrough ail that time ! I would
net like te carry them ail in my mind at once. But just
suppose some "lMahatma" (or whatever the titie of the
preper authority nîigbt be) ceuld art as a sort of Il tele-
pathic central." If I could only ring bier up and shout,
Il Hello! central: connect me with, the reminiscence of
my ' Ego' in the Stone Age! " How interesting te see
myself-or feel myself, or remerîber mnyself -clati in a
cave-bear's skin anti armed with a stene tomahawk, prowl-
îng arounti after some woolly rhinoceros 1 Then te receg-
nize mysoîf as an early Briton paddling a coracle; anti
then, may-be, reincarnated in St. Augustine of Canten-
bury ; and se on ail tbrougb bistory! What a glorieus
panorama of the ages woulti the stery of one such spirit
be ! Now that Madame Blavatsky is dead, and Col.
Olcott retireti, perhaps Mrs. Besant will devote bier ener-
gies te becoming sucb a "lcentral." It would give such a
practical and usefuli turn te Theosopbic teaching, and be of
inestimable service in selving a thousanti problems of the
past.

Mr. Fullerton says that re-incarnation lias ne respect
cf country or sex. I wondor if my seul was ever embodied
in Drypt ? Possibly f migbt some day view the very
mummy in which 1 once lodged. If se, 1 bope se
tgadept" will be there te inform me : it woula be se
interesting te know the fact. Or I might bave been a
flintico widow burning on a funeral pile--or Jaliet of
Verona-er Queen Elizabeth;- who knows?

IWbich is absurd," as Euchid would say. Besides, if
the seul, between each transmigration or re-incarnation, is
steepeti in the waters of Lethe, what is the use of it ail?
Wbat mattors it te mie wbether my spirit forinerly lodged
in Greek or Trojan ?Iilero Tbeosophy steps ini witb ber
second central doctrine cf Il Karmat," wbich is te set this
ail right. Se let us investîgate "lKarmna." Mr. Fullerton
thus describes it: IlThe great doctrine of Karma is in
itself exceedingly simple. It is the doctrine of perfect,
in flexible J ustice. It means, as first deined by Col. Olcott,
' the iaw of ethical causatien '-' wbatseever a man sew-
cth, that shaîl lie aise reftp.' But it aise expresses the
balance shoot of menit and demerit in any individual
character." IlThe Karmic law assents itself ever vast
stretches ef time and througb numberless incarnations,
net interpreting itseîf intelligibly in eacb specific incident
cf eaciî ifo, but ensuring appreximate justice in separate
incarnations, anti absoluto justice in their totaiity."
"lThere are . . . . deetis of heroismi or atrocity tee
memoentous for full payrnent in one incarnation, anti the
sttlement for such passes over and on tilI it suddenly
appears during seine (listant birth, the long-pont force
dîscbarging itself at last, andi, te oui- narrew visien, inex-
plicably. It i saiti that Buddha's favourite disciple was
siain in bis presonce by robbers, andi that hie iti net inter-
pose. Questioneti as te this, hie replied that in a fan
remoto date bis disciple, then hiînself a rebber, bad cern-
mitted a muntier for whicb Karma liad now overtaken
bim."

But, dear me, àt is horrible te tbink wbat rosults may
fellow, if Theesophy becenies universal or even prevalentl
Let us imagine a case in a criminai court in the distant
future. A burglar is trieti and convicted of baving robbod
and murdoreti a Mn. John Smith. The Jige asks the
prisener why sentence shoulti net 'bel)rcneunced. The
con ict replies: My Lord, 1 have simply te say, it is
Karmna. Some centuries agO thie seul of the late John
Smith whomI-n1m-turtlereti-h mean, whom 1 assisteti
towartis a happier re-incarniation-inhabiteti the body cf a
South Sea islantier ; at the sanie time my Ege was incar-
natod in a miiinary. That isiander slew that rissionary
and appropriated lus goodR' and ate him up. Se this little
incident, in whiclî wo both met again untier altereti circum-
stances, is imply an act of vengeance-] mean, the opera-
tien of the Karmic law." Wkiat crirninal coulti net se plead
justification for ail bis crimes ? But penbaps by that tirne
thero will be an- "ladept" in the Supreme Court te test t'ie
trutb or falsehcod of ahl sucb alegations.

And thon, again, what a fearful weapon this will be in
the hands cf personal enemies-or political opponents -
for destroying each other's characters. Fancy a Tory anti
a Liberal candidate on the platforrn cf the future; the one
asserting that hoe bas it on the very best autberity that
the seul cf the ethor once infesteti Ananias . andi the
other retorting that hoe bas indisputable evidence that bis
epponent once bad a life-lease of the body cf Caligula.
Wbat libel suits the "ladopta " ef the future wili have te
settle I Fer my part, if my "spirit " is ever chargeti
with thue evil deets it coinmitted while dweliing in some
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cruel or vicieus monstor cf the past, 1 hereby repudiato
ail responsibility. I will not be answerable fer wbat it
titi wbile sorno other fllow bati possession of it, anti this
I fancy wili bc the general verdict of the western mind.
We cf this continent are very practical, very business-
iiko; we oxpeet quick retunns fer our investments. "lEvery
man for bimself " is the general creeti; andtihte idea cf a
man being respensible fer the acta of ten tbousand intivi-
duals of the papt ages wilh net .1. tbink takre much belti
of us.

On the other banti, jesting apart, we Christians are
beunti in fairness te Iok at the other side of the question.
If we soe in the roigieus opinions of anothor wbat seeuna
te us absurti or repulsive, it is only right that we in turn
sheulti take cegnizance ef thoe things in our religions
opinions which seem repulsivo or abauird te buei. We all
needti t see ourselves as others see us. 1 can quite untior-
stand that the many doctrinal eccentricities cf Christians
are in a measure respensiblo for the strange recoils of
Matorialismn on the one banti anti Theosophy on the other;
anti if these eppesing systems bave lasheti us verv sharpiy
with their wbips, it is (as my osteeieti correspondent
truly says> because the Christian temple needs cleansing.

Mn. Fulîerton's firat charge against us-our unhappy
divisions-bas aiready been dealt witb. Deubtless our rival.
ries andi wrangings-especially perhaps in ou rnewspapers4
do0 seern te them centemptible. 1 wisli there were less of
it. Then ho charges the Christian tiacttrines cf Atone-
ment, Retribution, etc., with being epposeti te ahi sense cf
justice. I1.am free te admit that these dactrines have
been hantiled by very înany pre;uchers (anti that net in euee
tienorination, but in ail) ini ways te shock the sensie of
justice in înany a scrupulous anti culturedt ,,ind. But
these are travesties of sucb doctrines, wbich the lasbings
of Ilcur fientis the enemy " may do înuch te correct.

Anti now lot us soc bew far we can agree with oui
Theosophie!t frients. We, toc, believe in Incarnation--iii
oNb, Incarnation-- se firmly anti fontly that we tieemi it
almost sacnilege te use the expression in any other refer-
once. IlThe Word was matie flesh anti twelt amnong us" ;
partaking of our buman nature that we through Hlim
inight ho "lpartakers of tbe Divine nature " (11. Peter i. 4).
We believe aIse in re-incarnatien, in a sense ; fer we bolti
that Christ rose again with His body. True, tlîat bodiy
was changeti; it was ne longer a "lnatural " body but a
ispiritual " beody (1. Cor. xv. 44), caîl it an "astral " bodiy

if yeu will, for with it Ho ascended into Iloaven. Anti
in that same sentie wo believe in a (future) re-incar-
nation for ourselves. Wo do net believe that the " seul"
abstracteti frcm ail erganic form is the bighest stage ef our
existence. Our doctrine looks upon the seul, wlîen freoti
fronu the bodiy, as in a sert of Ilnakoti" condition, waiting
te be cletheti with our "lbouse from Heaven " (11. Cor. v.
1,3), when Hie I"will change our vile bodiies that they may
be fashioneti like ente lis glorieus body " (Phil. iii. 21).

Anti we, tee, bolieve in Il Karma "--if Karma iieans
absolute anti oternal justice. The sentence quoteti by
Col. Olcot, Il Whatsoever a man soweth that shallho aise
reap," is taken fromt our Scripturos, written by St. Paul,
who also wrote : "lWe must aIl stand befere the judgment
seat of Christ, that evory man may receive of the thinga
tione in the body." For we believo that the bodiy sins as
well as the seul. lu fact the body anti the seul together
constitute the indivitual wbo does ight or wreng ; anti
therefore we see the Karnia-tbe eternal justice anti fit-
nesis of thing-in the bodiy anti seul re-uniteti of, if you
please, the seul ne-incarnateti, beforo the judgment seat of
Christ-anti therefore it is that we say, net, 1 believo in
the Immertality of the Seul, but, I look for the Resur-
rection cf the Dead, anti the Life of the Wonldt t Corne."

A Imonie, Ont. GEo. J1. Low.

PARIS LETTER.

AT the presont moment France comnmences te seniouslyAfeel that colonial expansion is a coatiy luxury, anti
that Ilsuperfluity is net the necossary. " She is ncw ini bot

-water in Dahomey anti at Madagascar; in Tonquin, dacoity,
untier the name of piracy, is chronic, anti theoloi colonies
romain oIt colonies, In their hoarts the thinking portion
of thie French condomu the grabbing of torritery, but thue
moment the ultra patriets insist on posssing a colonial
enmfire that in area wihl look big whon coloureti on a
rnap, anti fat when representeti in square miles, oppo-
sition lias te lie hew anti keep mute. It is quantity,
net quality, of territory that is aineti at. Lt is usels
reîninting the French that colonies cannet be tiovelepet
without cehonists, anti it is usolestiemantiing capital for
opening up any new country tilI European heads anti
hantis bave thorein pitchuet their tents. Besides, the
world's Gardons of Edeon are in the possession of the Angle-
Saxon.

Franco is more unfavourably situateti than any othoî'
nation for undertaking Il little wars "; the people next te
tireati them, net wholhy on account of their cest, the tirib
bling basses in mon anti money, but they are viewed as the
occasion for tempting a rival or covetoua power te take
ativantage cf their being in a fix. Thon again, the French
expoct the material preofs of succoas in a now take bofore
attempts have been mate te utiliz(, the possession. Eng-
landi, Gerrnany anti Italy grab ; Franco hence, it is con-
clutiot, must in soîf-tiefence tio the same or ber influence
in the worlti wilh be diminisheti. She enly forgets that
what may be one mnan's meat may be another man'a poison.
The King of Dahomney isi again on the warpatb te clear


