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Men are flot born again of their awn volition - an intellectuial revolution cannot man rnust have in himself power ta discern and accept the truth, and bis cir-

begin and end with themiselves ; there niust be the aperation of another power curnstances rnust at least be noa barrier in the way of research.

upon their mind and heart before they can rise up and cast the uinclean and But let us ]eave the general and corne ta the particular. Arn I, are you,
ignorant spirit out of tbem. That is the great doctrine taugbt by Jesus Christ, rsasbefrtetuh ed a nx n eiv? I r ltrgti

&C., &C. my faitb, oujht I ta be ? If you utter a false formr of %vords which spring, from.

Sa I take it that in rnany cases men are flot altogether responsible for their false ideas in the mind and break out in false conduct, will you lose only
belief. Responsibility can only bie invalved wben there lias been an oppar- negatively, just as uneducated rnen lase the jay af knoxvledge, but be praised
tunity for knawing the truth ; whien they have beeii brought inta the waYs and rewarded for hiaving believed accarding ta yaur ideas of life ? Na, that

where truth is fouind ; whien they have had the avenues ta knowledge apened can neyer be; and If yau bold that paor canceit yau will be rudely tindeceived

Up before tlîem ; then shall they bie held responible ta God far the false faiths sonie day. About this matter af belief the majurity af people imagine that

they have clierishied and lived. Tliere is nat one of you vhio is not responsible tlîeir privilege, if not their duty, is ta remain absolutely passive, and just ta

for bis belief; you are flot lirnited ; you are not restricted ; ,you are not confined accept or reject any necessary and unavoidable resuit of evidence presented ta

in a prison-bouse witli fortis of liberty traced upon the wvails, just ta deceive the mnd ; sa that it is phîysically impassible for tbemn ta da otberwise than they

and please you ;yau are free ta enqtiire ; ta accept or reject ; ta keep your do, whetlîer they receive, ar refuse ta entertain, any specitie dogma or doctrine.

opinions or change them. .The ligbt is bere, flash ing ail round yau ; yau can But that is not the trutb as ta man's duty and righîts. I-is heart is flot a mere

open your eyes and discern and rejaice in thie facts of the spiritual warld ; or, tabula rasa, ta receive impressions ; lus mmnd is flot a mere camera obscura; lie

youI can shut tîern, and profess ta believe thiat tiiere are no sucli facts for life is nat ta keep close in bis bouse, holding a reception now and then, when

and time, but for that false faith you are responsible, and at the great assize trutlîs cati corne if they like ; bie is ta be in active and constant searcb, like a
when motives shall be revealed, and conduct be judged, the Lord will bold you merchantman seeking gaodly pearîs ; bie is ta busy bimself in gathering

guilty. together facts in history and life, facts of eartb and beaven, of man and God ; he
But this bas raised a question, wbicb tu rny mind is greater thian the one I is ta examine evidences; sift statements; analyse arguments ; look again wbere

propounded at first : Is rnan respansible for bis religiaus belief? viz. :Is man men bave loaked befare ; try again wlîat men have tried before, ta know what
responsible for wbat bie does flot believe ? Probably every man will elect ta be bas changed, or rotted dawn witbi time, and wbat is permanent-standing well
judged by and for bis faith ; because lie is confident tlîat it is riglît be bolds it ; the wear of passing ages. You will flot refuse ta take Jesus Christ as a teacher
by same process, satisfactory ta lîimself, bie lias reaclîed the conclusion that bis in this inatter, fiat only because He was divine, but because of the profound
way of thinking is right and good. But, being fully convinced af tlîat; having philosopliy you fmnd in ail His words. You remember that up ta a certain

for bis opinions the glory of prestige, the defence of education, the strengtb of period in their career He beld the Pliarisees of Ris time as flot responsible for
great institutions wbicb bave been based upon, and built up in its namne, and yet- the strange, distorted nations tbey had of God, and sin, and the future life.

when in the clear rcvealing ligbt of eternity, and before the great Interpreter of Tbey knew fia better-could bave known fia better ; tbey had accepted the

ail problems and the judge of aIl men, it sliall. be found tlîat tiiose opinions were teaching of the schools, and were fully convinced that they had the right

wrong-false as ta premises and conclusions-wvihl the mian be lîeld responsible reading of the past, and the rigbt interpretatian af the future. But ail at

for the wrong into wbiclî bis mental, moral, and spiritual nature bias fallen ? once Christ stood before tlîem and convîcted tbemn of sin. A new revelation

This is a great question ; it is an important question for you people wbo are bad been given-the firmament of their commati inîquity and ignorance
content ta take whatever may bave been tauglît you in yauth, and wbatever liad been broken tbrauglî, and the Son of God appeared witlî tidings

your particular churcb and minister may bold and profess naw. Do you, do of the Fatlier and forgiveness of sin. But tlîey shut tlîeir eyes against

they bold true viewvs of life, of God and Christ, and salvauion ? Do you, do thie ligbt-would flot allow it ta pierce ta tbe chambers of the soul;
they hold haîf truths wben you sbould know wlîole truths, by wlîicb you migbt tlîey closed their cars ta the sound af the great prophetic voice, and

live, flot meanly, but greatly, glorifying God and blessing mankind ? and if flot, harred the way ta the heart by prejudices. Il If I had flot carne," said

are you accoitable for that wbich you do fiat profess? Will you be finally Christ, "lye would flot have. bad sin, but now have ye ito cloak for your sins."
judged by a standard you have neyer known applied ta man's character and He said: "1The works that I do in rny Fatber's namne, thîey bear witness of

conduct ? Let us see. men." But tlîey would flot examine the works; they said, Il He bathi a devil,

Whîat I said just now about men being irresponsible for thueir religiaus and is mad." Thiat was their sin. Tbey would flot search ; tbey would flot test;

belief under certain circumstances would equially well apply hiere. It cantiat be tlîey wouhd not give the ernations and the reason their rightful play and scope.

that a man will have ta accaunit for wbat was beyauid luis reacb. If bis mental IlLigbt bad came inta the world, but thîey loved darkness ratber than light,

and moral faculties bave been limited and restricted by bis conditions in life ; because their deeds were evil." And thiat is wbere you may find the point of

if tlue rigbt kind of education was withuheld ; if avenues ta knowledge were yaur own duty. You are not free ta turfi from this work with a weary sigb, or

closed up by the ignorance or malice of othiers, then lie cannot be lueld respon- witb a higbt haugh, or an inusolent sneer ; as if ta say, I cannot, let me alane ; or

sible for the fact that hie lias neyer found the liglut and strength of divine trutb I need not, do it for me; or, I will flot, there is fia necessity. Thiere are certain

If a chîild bias flot been trained ta walk it cannot be condemnned ta furtber pains and staternents in the Bible for which we chaimed a divine arigin-as ta God's moral

penalties because at manhood's estate it lias flot the full use of its limbs ; and so government of the world; as ta man's sin and anly way of salvation ; as ta

there are men and wamen whua are no more responsible for whîat thîey do not Christ, Ris life and death, and man's obligation ta believe in H-im with joy.

believe thuan a camel is accouintable for the hîumpi on its back ; their rninds have Are you bouind ta investigate thiose statements? Are you botind ta examine

been dwarfed, stunted, twisted and puit out of sba-le, s0 thuat they cannat per- aur interpretatian of them? Are youi free ta let them alône, or merely ta listen

ceive, for uinderstatud, nor grasp thie truth of life. Tliere can be no doubt ta duIl sermons iii a dull way as a discbarge of duty? No, you are flot free ta,

about it, that men are tnfluenced very much by early education, atîd by their do that ; yau are bound ta investigate. Great issues are involved in the

after circutmistances. By hîaving the thtouglits set ta mave ini a certain groove ; acceptance of those statements ; it means a change in the life, whuich iil bie a

by being taugbt ta read a one-sided bistary of nuen and things, the mmnd bias great wrencb ; it means the admission of tremendous and eternal responsibili-

been crowded witb prejttdices, sa tlîat thuere is no raam in it for the free warking ties ; it means thuat you must subnîit your soul ta God in contrition, in fear, in

of truth. Accouintability mnust bie regulated by circumnstances, as of position, of gratitude ; or, argument and evidence may came like the mists of the marning,

privilege, and of apportunity. Men wbo have nievcr hteard the Gospiel doctrine hiding for a hittle marnent the rocks of errar and the ravines of doubt, and then

of salvation cannat be chiargeable with unbelief, nor ivith the rejectian of a passing away, leaving thie îvholc panoarania wilder and nmore desolate than

redemptixu wbicb was neyer offered ta thîem. Anîd nat only, in order ta respon- before-and yet, whatever the resuit, you are bauind ta investig*ate ; you are

sibility, must thie outward circtustatîces britîg trutb withîin the reach, but tnder obligation ta find the trutb, or you will be hîehd as accounitable for wbat

account rnust be taken of ail thase thitgs whiich inlfLîtence the judgment ; ahl you sltould have found. Becauise yau emplay the reason only about matters of

those inclinations wbicb .by thue nature of tbema bias the understatiding, and bread; becauise you chuain down the intellect; because you slutt the windows

caloutr its conclusions ; in short, whatever in nature, in research, in habit, or in of the soul toward heaven, and let dust and cobwebs darken them ; because

incomplete means of information binders the mnitd frorn appreciating evidence, you make the will an instrument and creature of appetite, do you tbink that

and prevents it from giving dite weighut ta its valute. The persecuting Jews and God will bold you gutihthess? The truîtbs of the gospel 'are presented ta you

Pagans in the earhy ages of Christianity were sincere enough, in thie belief that just as other trutbs are-that, is, witb evidence sttited ta rnan's capacity for

they did what was right and goad itn putting Christians ta death. Tha t was the receiving tbem, and suflicient ta induce a cordial reception and belief of them;

time wben men believed tbat ta kilI Churist's disciples was ta do God service ; and more, thiere is in each one power ta discern tînt evidence, and ta bring

tbey cahled upon their consctence ta ànswer for their deeds. Were thîey respan- about that faith-a moral sense wbicb can feel God and Christ, just as you have

sible for the rejectian of Christ and C hristianity ? Was their zeal after al but a sense for friendsbip, for love, for mutsic, for art. And because you have

the wild ountflaming of guilty, unrea oi'.'ig passions ? Who shahl say ? Remem- bhunted your moral feelings by indulgence, by pride, or avarice, or hust, which

ber the kind of training they had received in the schoohs of the Pharisees ; have establishued themselves an the throne of tbe affections ; because inclina-

remember the strong passionate failli they had in Monotbeism ; remember also tion bias been allowed ta averbear judgment, do you think you wilh flot be hehd

how oppased Christ was, in word, in manner of life, and in propbecy ta ail responsible? In the evening sky great diagrams of fire sparkle, lighting up tbe

their preconceived ideas. In order 1 take it ta full moral responsibility the mystic deeps of night; tbrougb the eye tbe soul gets pictures of this measure-


