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NOTIGE.

Inventors, Engi , facturing M , or any other persons,
jutending 10 appiy for patets, can obiein wll requisite mformation, und
have mechanical drawings made at the office of the Crnadian 1lustr ded
News.

9. M

OUR AGENTS.

W. M. Onn, J. \W. CRookEeR, Fitodas Cossy and M., A. hlct-:. are
authorized Ageuts (or tire Cunadian HNiustrated News. When we uppuint
othera their nawes will be amnounced.

NOGTICE TO THE PUBL!C.
The public arc cauttoned nganist subseribing, or paying mouey loauy one
for this paper, uiless the person soliciting subiscriptions be wnwmed as au
Agent, or huve the written authority of tue widersigacd Wit he is pro-

perly suthorised, )
FERGUSON & GREGORY.
Hamilton, July 1st, 1863,

SuBsCRIDERS Will })lcasc bear in mind that the paper is stopped, whien
the period for which they have subscribed expires,

ANy personsending us the names of 1en Suliseribers for three, six, nme,
-or twelve months, will reeeive a copy free of charge, for ¢ach of these
periods, respectively.  Should those Subseribers, for any tenm icss than a
year renew ther subscriptions, the paper will be continued (o the geners
ap of the club.

Tue Cansdian 1Nustrnied News is forwarded to Subscribers by mmil,
Jree of postage.

Ylinstrated %.fgl.mﬁ.

HAMILTON, OCTOBIER 3, 1863.

Fereusox & Gagcowy,. ... ... Froprietors.

‘'THE MEANING OF THI WAR.

An attempt to anticipate the verdict which philosophic
higtory will givo, in the case of the present American
war,;may seem presumptuous, while the pelting of its
pitiless storm is still carrying destruction through the
length and breadth of a continent.

Yet the distinctive features of that contest are so broad-
ly marked, so clearly defined, asto leave the task, in our
humble opinion, a comparatively easy one.

The struggle, as a tangible reality, no doubt took the
‘world by surprise. DBatit was by no means an unfore-
.seen struggle, To attentive thinkess it has long heen pre-
“figured by the condition of things in the United States.
Its imminent probability has long given a depth to the
-forebodings of the eminent statesmen of the Union; on the
+confines of .a material prosperity peculiatly brilliant, They
.saw it coming in imperfect yet dark and hideous outline.
\When would be the time of its birth or what the specific
‘form it would assume, were open questions. DBut thatit
would have birth in some form, seemed inevitable. And
why? Because simply, men saw within one political sys-
‘tem the active development of two social systems essen-
tially antagonistic in their natures. The one, with many
imperfections in its praetice,—holding up progress and
civilisation as the idesl to which it aspired. The other,
with perchance some rays of light to illumine its other-
wige unmitigated darkness, glorying in retrogression and
barbarism. It was impossible that these systems could re-
main in contact without coming to blows.

The whole political history of the United States is little
elso than & record of efforts to avoid this struggle. At
evory turn the American people have been confronted by
the same huge difficulty which has, at length, rent their
nation asunder, probably never to be re-united. It cou-
frontedgtho ¢ fathers of the republic’ even in drawing up
the ¢ Declaration of [ndependence,’ when, in order to pre-
vent the secession of Georgin and South Carolina, Jeffer-
son was compelled to oxpunge the clauze condemning the
slave trade.

It was present with the convention which framed the
‘Constitution where Jefferson again attempted to set bounds
to the barbarous system, by proposing the exclusion of
slavery from any territory to be hereafter obtained by the
United States. His resolution was defeated by a majority
of but one. :

The most important senatorial battle however, between
the contending parties, was fought on what is popularly
known as the ¢ Missouri compromise.” ‘o understand the
merits of this question it will be necessary to remember that
in 1787 a law was passed which prohibited slavery in the
United States territorics lying north and west of the Qhio
river. Missouri lny within this interdicted region,so by the
terms of the lnw could not hold slaves. But-as part of the
territory of French Louisiana she already held them; and
supported by the pro-slavery party, affirmed her right to be
admitted to the Union as a slave State. The debate on the
question was protracted and acrimonious. Mr. Cobb, of
Reorgia, with » prophetic truthfulness which at the time he
could scatcely have realized, declared that ¢ a fire had been
kindled which all the waters of the ocean could not put out;
which only scas of blood could extinguish.)” The affair

ended with the substantial triumph of the slavery party.
Their opponents however obtaining in return a law pro-
hibiting slavery in all the territories of the Union, lying
uorth of the parallel 36 o 30—the Southern houndary of
Missouri.

The same fatal spirit of compromise, iwhich up to this
time had characterized.n section of the Northern people,
ihe same flinching from”the issue which was forcing itself
upon them, wag again wmanifested in the passage of the
fugitive slave law of 1830. One of the vilest enactments
that ever disgraced the statute hook ‘of a nation. But all
their compromises, all the shufMlings and quackeries of
little politicinns, wero powerless to avert the coming
struggle. The little cloud which scarcely- disfigured the
brightness of the morning sky that saw the nation’s birth,
had inereased in size and deepened in huo until it spread
over the land & dark and sullen gloom. :

Wilh the repeal of the Missouri-compromise a fow years
ago and the substitution of ¢‘squatter sovereignty’” in its
place, the contest was transferved—say rather extended—
to another field. The new law gave the people of the
territories power to settle the question of slavery themselves,
to adopt—on their admission to the Union as a State—
vither & slave or free constitution ss they might clect.
Kansas was the first to enjoy the blessings of the new
doctrine, and in & way which few of our readers-can have
forgotten. In the determined efforis of either party to
secure the new stale to ils side the first blood of the ap-
proaching struggle was spilt; the first fruits of a fast
ripening harvest gathered. Passing from this to the elec-

tion of Mr. Lincoln, merely noting the John Brown raid in |°

the interlude, we come to.the point at which the attempts
of political quackery to solve the momentous cuestion
before it, fairly broke down, Its ¢platforms,”’ its ¢ con-
ventions,” and its;*stump oratory,” alas how miserably
impotent in such & crisis, .o

All right thiuking mep must wisk that the stern &nd
bloody struggle which followed, and is now raging, could
have becn avoided. But seeing that it has been fairly en-
tered upon, let us hope that its close will witness the ac-
complishment of its legitimate purpose, namely, the over-
throw of slavery, But here let us guard our readers against
misapprehension.  We are not now arguing in favor of
either North or South. We do not expect either of them
to abolish slavery from auny bigher motive than that of ne-
cessity. DBut happily the teachings of this war must go far
to convince the most stubborn that slavery is a political
blunder, a non-paying, or rather, a losing speculation. This
lesson once pressed home, will soon he followed by the con.
viction that itis also a moral crime. Morcover, it seems
more than probable that bot/ the belligerents will yet he

| driven to seck an alliance with the despised African race, the

first coundition of which will be its emancipation from bond-
age. Traly man’s necessily is God’s opportunity.

CIVILIZATION ; WHAT IS IT, AND WHAT DOES
IT DO? .

We are in the habit of boasting of the civilization of the
Nineteenth Century. We point to our railroads, canals,
ships, and printing presses; our machines for manufactures
of every description ; our digcoverics in alrost every con-
ceivable branch of art and science ; we know the dis-
tance from the sun of all the planets, how large they are
and how much they weigh ; we kunow that earth, air, fire,
and water are not clements, in fuct we know so much, and
can do so much that we really startle ourselves when we
narrate our wonderful achievements. Theu we point to all
this, and we call it civilization. Undoubtedly we possess
many advantages over those respectable but somewhat slow
zoing people we call our ancestors. We have responsible
government and railroads ; free knowledge and phrenology ;
magna charta and magnetism ; cheap testaments and cheap
travelling ; balloons and the ballot, and alarge assortment
of general civilized merchandise, ¢too numerous to men-
tion.’

Butis this civilization ? Let uslook: We get gunpowder,
printing and some other trifles from the Chinese.  We get
painting, poetry, sculpture, the alphabet, etcetera from the
Grecks, and 80 on, with half-a-dozen otber ancient nations.
‘Then it follows that as we borrow civilization from them
they were more civilized than we are? Wae can soarcely
grant the inference.

Butare we really any happier ?  Are the sufferings of the
poor alleviated?  Does life fly along more pleasantly with
the great body of the people thau it did in the days when
Friar Bacon wag dreaming out schemes for destroying dra
gous and huilding steamboats ?  We seriounsly doubt it. Tn.
other words, we believe that civilization does not of itselt
promote the happiness of the humen race. There are more
people pinched by want in Merrie Kngland now than in the
tirae of the Saxon kings. Weread of a period when men

wight hang: their jewels by tho roadside, without fear of

their misappropriation ; but that waslong hefore railroads
or the Reform Bill. And we are told of a young lady,
lovely und hejeweled, who rode completely round the ‘gim
of the say’ without encountering & single spoliator ; but
that was hefore the days of ¢ Peelers.” There are bad mnen
in enlightencd times and climes, as there were in the olden; ~
there is suffering and want cuough, God knows, evenin suc;h :
a plentiful land a3 ours ; there are wars, and always will
be; there are devilish inhwman men who trade upon the
necessities of their fellows; and misery and famine stalk
around us on every hand. [n the face of all this, we build
our self-lundatory altar, where we how down and worship
our great god—Civilization. :

Alas! our enlightened ways are all at fauli—our civiliza-
ion goes for nothing. ~ We must still trust to the kindlier
instinets of the heart, common to humanity in all ages and
tin all places, to relieve the poor and do justice to the op-
pressed. We have made the wuild a machine shop; but
have we given a crust of bread to the poor? We have
bound the land in a net-work of railroads, and covered

But we, who nume oursives its Sovereigns,
We—half dust, half deity, alike unfit

2o sink or soar—with our mixed exsenee moke
A conflict of its elements, and breathe

The breath of degradation and of pride,
Contending with low wantz aud lofiy will,

‘I'il) our monality predominates,

And men are what they naine not 10 themselves,
And trust not to each other.?

—
——

THE GORE, KING STREET, HAMILTON.

The demand for last weel’s number of the *Illustrated ~
News,’? the first of ourenlarged sheet, and privted onournew ._
Mammoth Press, has completely exhausted an extra large
edition. At the request of numbers of our subscribers “
both old and new, we repeat in this issue the view of the
Gore on King Strect, which formed so attractive a.feature
in our last. As no letter-press description accompanied
the picture then, a few words now may he approprinte,

It is to the liberality and foresight of the late George

LB— " 1

Hamilton, 1isq., the former proprietor of a large portion

of the ground upon which the city now stands, that Ham-
ilton is indebted for the heathful luxury of this ¢ breathing
place’ in its business centre.
yave the space occupied by the old market, now the wood
warket, for the use of the citizens ; and Prince’s Square,
formerly the Court House Square, and the site of the Gaol
It was Mr. Ham. .

4

The same gentleman also |

and Court House, for county purposcs.

land along the north side of King street, that they should
each give o portion of ground, sufficient to form along
rectangular open space in what was expected to be the -
central part of the town. Mr. Hamilton's part of the

agreement was fulfilled, but Mr, Hughson’s was not, and
in this way the Gore cameo to be lelt in fte present shape.—

side of King Street, east from James street, would have
been parallel to the South side, leaving along open space B
with four square corners, of an exact and symmetrical out-
line, However much it may be regretted that such was
not the case, the citizens of Hamilton, both in time present
aud to come, may well be thankful for the space that is
left, where the free air of Heaven gets some room to play in
amongst them ; und which adds so much, as now improved
and oruamented, to the effective appearance of the city.

Previous to 1860, the year of the Prince’s visit, the
Gore was vacant, with nothing hut its greater width -
to distinguish it. But in that year, by the liberal private '
efforts of the citizens, aided by the joint action of ~
the Council and the Water Works Commissioners, the
existing improvements were effected.  T'he iron railing and .
the arrangement of the walls and spaces were designed by
Mr. Hauskins, the City Engincer, The large fountain in the
centre, as also the smaller one to the eastward, opposite
to the Wesleyan Female College, are from designs by Mr.
Robb, C. B. The drinking fountain atthe west end, sur- <
mounted by three splendid gas lamps, is & present to the g
city from Archibald Kerr, Iisq., for long a resident bere,
now a fow years since returned to Scotland. -

On the right hand side, south-east corner of King and
James Street, stands the extensive wholesale grocery estab- |
lishment of Brown, Gillespie and Co., (formerly W. P.
McLaren & Co). Next to thig is the Bank of British North
America, a very handsome and substantial stone structure 5
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and the wholesale warchouse of Kerr, Brown & Co. At

-

¥ rvrone™.

Had the original design been fully adhered to, the north B,

the sea with floating palaces ; butare we any happier or 4
any belter than we were hefore 2 We have subjected the .
elemeuts to our will and made them our slaves; we are .

the lordly masters of the world— ..

ilton’s proposition to Mr. Hughson, then the owner of the J

-
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