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HON. LUTHER H. HOLTON,
MINISTER OF FINANCE.

Tae absence of a personal memoir is a dis-
appointment in presenting Mr, Holton's por-
trait. It was expected through a friend, hut
hasnot arrived in time.  As the new Minister
of Finance, who has taken office in the re.
constructed Cabinet of Mr. Sandfield Mac-
donald, Mr. Holton’s address to the electors
of Montreal possesses matter of publicinter-
est. Itis here subjoined. Mr. Holton isa
Montreal merchant and finencier, He was
a member of the Brown-Dorion Cabinet,

which by an unconstitutional shufling of po- ;

litical cards in Awugust,
1858, was permitted
to hold office only two
days.

Montreal city is, for
electoral purposes, di-
vided into west, centre,
and east. Mr. D’Arcy
McGee was member for
the west, in last parlia-
ment, and Mr. Cartier—
formerly Lower Cana-
disn  Premier — repre-
sented the east, where
he is now opposed by
Mr. Dorion, the new
Attorney-General,whose
portrait and biography
we have now in hand.
Mr. Rose, who like the
other two, is & lawyer,
represenied the centre
division, in which mer-
chants and bankers
chiefly have their places
of business. Mr. Holton,
a3 o merchant and Min
ister of Finance, has op-
posed him. He address.
ed the electors, thuas:

GENTLEMEN,—His Ex-
celleney, the Goverhor
Geeneral, having heen
pleased to appoint me-
Minister of Finanee, an
office the duties of whickh
can only be appropriate-
Iy performed by u meuw-
ber of the Legislature, 1
have resolved, on the
sdvice of many among
you, to invile you, as
forming the portion of
my late Constituency—-
whose interests are most
closely identified with
commerce, and are con-
sequently, most liable to
be affected by the fiscal
policy of the Govern-
ment-—{o provide me
with the parliamentary
ponition, which is-essen-

tial to the retention of my present oflice.

Beset as the finances of the Province are
kuown to be with formiduble, though, I trust,
not with insuperable difficulties, I need
hardly asswre you that the office I hold was
neither sought nor desired by me; on the
contrary, [ would have gladly declined it if

I could have reconciled that course with my |

sense cf public dety ; hat since in ohedience
as [ helieve to a plain call of duniy, [ have
accepted the momentous charge confided to
me by the representative of our Sovercign, 1
return to claim the support and co-operation
of this great, commercial community in an
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HON. LUTRER H, HOLTON, MINISTER OI' FINANCE.

earnest attempt, hy means of a sound syatem ! levied without hearing oppressively or une-
of tuxation on the one hand, and of economy | qually on particnlar hranches ofindustry, or
and retrenchment on the other, (o restore i on particular classes of consumers, is the
the equilibrinm between the annual jncome ! problem 1o be solved, and to the solution of
and the annual expenditure of the Province.  which I' propose, if honored with your confi-

| . -
I . . . den o devote, with unceasing enery
In considering the financial requirements lence, to 4 o 24

of the country, two things must he leept dis- Psuch humble abilities as I possess.
tinctly in view ; we mmst not suffer our pub-
lic credit to be impaired, and we must dis.
charge manfully our obligations to the Em-
pive with respect to the public defences. For
the accomplishment of these indispensable

I have the honor to he,
Cientlemen,
Your most obedient servant,
I.. H. Horrox,
Montreal, May 19, 1363,
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objects, additional taxation must be resorted ¢ .
to.

At a meeting of electors the Hon. Johu

How this additional taxation must be%Young‘, an eminent wmerchant, said he
thought it of the great.
est importance to the
interests o f Montveal
that Mr. Holton should
represent the Central
Division of the eity.
He had great vegpect for
lawyers and j theirji tal-
ents, but the interests of
a commercial city
should be represented
hy a commercial man.
He had knowledge of no
other man—having been
hiscolleague for years in
the representation of the
city—so capable of fulfil-

_ ling theduties of Finance
Minister, as Mr, Holton,
Certainly none among
our membersivas more fit
to represent us. IIe de-
sived to say wuothing
against Mr. Rose, but
he thought it the duty of
every man who has a re.
gard for the interests of
Montreal to vole for Mr.
Holton.  Mr. Youny
then retired, amid cries
lor Mr, Holton, which
were responded to by
the appearance on the
vlatform ol ihat gentle.
man.

Mr. Holton, in rvefer.
ence to his having re.
signed his seat in the Le-
gislative  Council  to
which he hiad been short- .
Iy before clected,said he
was a poor canvasser for
himself, e had no
taste for electioneering,
The position in which he
found himsell was not
of his own seeking, aud
it was with great relue-
rance he had accepted
the post assigned to him,
His experience of ad-
winistrative responsibil-
ities and struggles bad

W 2
L

e

A R
NARMERNRN
MR LR

NS

\\\\ \\\\\\\\\\\\\\ @ i \\‘
\ I
\ )

AR \\\\x\@g :

)
n



