i THE CANADIAN ARCHITECT AND BUILDER

DESECRATION OF THE TOWER OF
LONDON.

ANYIHING more atrocious than the new guard house
ut the tower of London could not well be imagined,
says the London Builders' Journal,  Not that the build-
fnge itsell i any worse than the general run of huildings
designed in the present age ; but to set down this fiery
red-brick erection with ity staring stone dressings under
the scarred  grey walls of the White tower, pregnant
with a nation’s history, is a piece of vandalism that
could only be accomplished in the nincteenth century.
It would be interesting to know why a new guard house
was newded at all, for no one can pretend that the tower
ix an active fortress upon whose efficiency the safety of
the city in time of war depends, and the garrison it

possesses is there pluced mory as # courtesy to its pasi
power and grandeur, for convenience sake and as a
wuard 1o the regalia, than as an active fighting force,
Ax the yeurs go by the public is being gradually shut
out of the tower altogether, and it is becoming  evident
that from motives of economy the authorities dexire to
turn the place into harracks and end its more fitting
cureer as a museum of feudal history. But even the
total exclusion of the public from the tower would not
justify the destruction of its beiuties by such buildings
as guard honses, and it is small bulm to antiguarian
feeling that the Roman citadel foundations aml well have
been generously preserved while the new erection re-
mains to shriek our shame and inappreciation to the
coming generiations,
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