
144 1OMN [ON INIEDICAL IMONTHLY

not be healed»' H-ere \\TC have the first indication of the separa-
tion of niiedicine aInd surgerx'. Ascelpitis, or Esculapitis, appears
in H-onier as a Thessalian king, not as a groc, althotigh. lu later
vears divine hionors were paid hlmii and lie wvas worshipped as
a god.

Froni this it appears that the origin. of our profession, both
in profane and lu sacred historvy, lias a mnost noble ancestry, be-
ing boûlh royal and sacred lu character, datiîîg fromn tinie
immiiemnorial. Seeing, then, the verv highi position whichi oui.
profession occupiC(l lu the l)ast, and the very important, nia,
essential, par-t it plays lu the wvelfare of civilized nations in the
pi-esent ag-e, how necessary it is tint its niemibers be meni of
culture. Iu the earlv pioncer life of this continent, especially
the newer settiemeunts, the cliief strugglcre consisted lu providîng
homes andc other niecessaries of life. Few anci far between were
the luxuries, as thc strug-gle for existence wvas keen. The mor-e
provident hiac an ove toward Ia-ving uip a funci for a tinie of
need. The earlie- genel-ations N'ere brought 1p, in thc stern lap
of necessitvr. Bookcs w'ere scarce and difficuit to obtain.
Teaclîes, bevond those having- ai nere ruid inien tai-N eclucation,
wvere not easy of access, yet uinder these discotiragugic circuni-
stances we find mien of proinience lu oui- profession, foir sonie
are boî-n to be g-reat. As time wvent on andi wcalth inci-easecl,
schools of a moi-e adlvanced characte- w\ei-e establishied. Oui-
eclucational svsteni lias l)een foundec iuponi a hi-oaci and l i1)eî-a
basis, so that wve now loast of havingr one of the most admirable
svsteins of education, fi-oui the couimon sohools uip to Oui- uni-
Versities. WTith our adlmirale eduicational facilities, wlich aire
not within the easy i-cd of ail w-ho ai-e arnbitiouis to excel. whlat
excuse have we foi- a low standar-d for our miatr-iculatioin u ecli-
chue? Our pr1ofession lias alwàys been regai-ded as one of the
learîîed professions, w-hose ieiebei-s ai-e, or slioulcl be, cultuî-ed
gentlemien. The poet Ovici tells uis, " Iîigenuas diclicisse fidelite-
artes ernollit mior-es "-(to have faithfully stuclied ingeniuous arts
softens nîaîîne-s) - I ami w'ell aware tlîat culture does îîot clepend
eîîtiî-ely uipon mîenîtal tî-aiiîing. A great deal is due to the iîuiate
characte- of the inîcividual, thon the early eniviî-onnîent slîapes
anîd nioulds the mental tendeîîcy or temperanîeiît. exaggýerat ing*
or repîessiîîg, as the case mîay be.

In no Nvalk of if e does the inui- life of the indivichial shiine
out so bri'gltly, uiiless it be tlîat of our sister -pi-ofession, the
clergy. Iu îîo pi-ofession is the hlighly cultured mai- mîore ti-uly
honored, neitiier is aîîv class of societv moi-e pow-e-ful for g-ood
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