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The stuidy of the non-successful cases is perliaps thic most iii-
structive, and f romn temi w%%e ean derive lessons that will,1 feed sure,
tend1 ta d1i'inish the mortality very considerably. This is already
occurring materially iii n1y owII practice, for tue statistics of the
cases up to Decenmber, 1899, show the miortality as 16.4 per cent.,
wvhereas tiiose sitice Jani.iary ist, 1900, though equally serious,
haVe o11l' ad a mo1rtalitY Of 14.42 per cent., but iii tie choledo-
cliotomnies the difference is ais 14.5 to 7.4 per cent. To w'hat is tliis
differeîîce due?

First, I think, to increasedl experience; andc, as a coliSequeice,
a gi eatec accuracy ini diagnosis and a better selection of cases.

Secoîîdily, ta kîîiowitiig wlîere ta stop in a case where, -after
exp)lorationi, it is nianifest that xîeither cure nior even rnateria!
r-elief can resuit f rom operation.

Thirdly, to improved technique iii operatingy, and in the.pre-
linîinary andi subsequetit treatmneit of cases operated on; aîîd

Fourtlîly, ta increaseci practice eiîabling the operations ta l)e
acconîplishied in littie over haif the trne they once required.

In the heroic, enîploynlient of calcium chilor-*,le we have avery
efficient nîcans of nîodifying the coagulating power of the blood,
but to be efficient it miust be administereci for at least twro clays
befare operation, andi along wî%,tlî nutrient enemata for three or
four days, or longer if necessary afterwkircs. Adliesions shoulci
be ligatureci whiere possible, a-id ail ble-ding points batli in the
pairietes andi insicle tlue abdomnen should be clamnped andi ligatured;
or if that be impracticable owing ta general noazing, pressure by
nîcans of sterilizeci gauze affords a useful and safe mleans of
hieniostasis.

In preveiîtilîg slîocl, tlue envelopnient of flhc patient in a suit
of cotton wool, operating on a heated table, admninisteringý 10
minims of liq. strychnine B.P. before beginning the operation, andi
giving a large normal saline enenia with or Nvithotit brandy haif anl
liaur before operating- and immedia-tely after, and repeating it if
necessary, we have very efficient means of treatrnent. But quite
as important as aîuy of these nucasures, or perluaps even of greater
importance, is the cultivation of the habit of operating expedi-
tiously, for it standls ta reason that, in any patient so ill as chronic
jauindice cases aiways are, every minute's prolongation of manipui-
lations in the abdomien and of anesthetization is addîng ta the rislc,
and T know -that it is often possible ta perforrn eveiî a choleda-
chatomy in haîf ta three-quarters of an liaur. Even in the rnost
complicated cases the operation ought not ta occupy much longer
than an liaur, thougli T have heard of these operations occupyting
three or four hours. A simple exploratory operation shoulci
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