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If it is proper .to prohibit the coining or passirlg of cou niterfoit rnone11Y, or
<btaining goods under (aise pretences, it is surecly desirablc to defend thie
cornnuiity agaiinst the ignorant prctender ý%ho trilles witiî hurnaxi lire by
cla;imning to be able to cure ail mnanncr of discases, more cspecially tiiosi' %vhich
ail the doctors have signally faiied to bencfit or cure. There arc credu-
lous, unsuspccting people iii every comînunity, flot alasthose wvho are
calied ignorant people, for illiterate peole arc often shrcwcld and quick in
dctecting imîposture; but pd'ople wlîo have the reputation of being compara-
tiveiy intelligent, and yet give creclence to the assertions of anl), fakir wvho
dlaims to bc able to perforju miraculous cures.

For %veaithy qelf-coniccited persons %v'ho feel comnpetent to ju.Ige and act for
themrselves iii anything whiclî concerns thcm or their failies, and wvho choose
to ailowv themi-selVes to be imposcd upon, wce are apt to have littie syrnpathy.
But wve lknov frorn cxperience that the victims of the imposture of rapacious
(luacks are frequently persons weakenecld in inid and body by chronlic inicur-
able discases which have bcen s0 diagnoscd beyoncl anv cloubt, anci yot the

uferers ding to the hope of a possible chance of obtainîng a cure, and so
listen to the charlatan %vho assures hiiii or her- that hoe is quite able to effect a
cure, and %vho takes the money w~h.-ch the poor sufferers kand their families
o)ftein pilnch thecmselves to procure.

lPeople would srnile at an individual îvho woulcl uncbertdze to repair or
adjust the mechanismn of a atch, or a stèam enigine. or an clcctrical aIppar.
atus, \vho had no acquaintance with the structure and arrangement and
functions of the différent parts of the mecliarism. *They wvoulcl naturaily say
that such a person, if entrusteci w'ith the repair or acljustinent of the mechan-
ism, wvoulc1 cisarrange it more than before, if flot entirely destroy it. And
yet the same person wvould entrust his own corporeal mechanism, or that of
one of his fiaîiiy, to a pretencr who lias littie or no acquaintance with the
structure of the human body, or of tic functions and relative positions of its
vital organs either in health or disease.

There is, perhaps, no art or profession in ivhiclî imposture cart pass unde-
tected for a time so readiiy as in tue iiealing art-probably due t( the fact
that medicine is flot yet arn exact sc;encc, altlioughi approaching to tliat
position with steady strides. But so long as there are cases in whlich the
diagnosis catiy ho) b made clear by a post-mnortem examination, so long %vil]
there be roorn for a d;fference of opinion as to prognosis and the most suit-
ahide treatment. AijJ. Mvien doctors cWsagree, disciple anci patients are froc to
foibow any advice or opinion, however absurd.

We mnay repeat thuat it is quite competent for the State to guard and
protect its citizens agraist imposture or fraud of any kind, to suppress wvhat-
ever is a menace to lives or property-even if in 50 doing inconvenience
may accrue to individuals whose pleasure or advantage must give way to
secure the gene rai good. Thîis is the principle upon \vhiclî human society is
organized, wvhether tribal or national ; every mernber must surrender a part
of his natural liberty to enjoy the advantages wvhich arc common to ail.

It is to prevent boss of life and property that rigid lows have been enacted
reguiating tue requirements of ships carrying passengers and merchandise.
The navigation lawvs of ail civilized countries makze it conditional upon
being allowed to engage in the occupation of carrying- passengers tlîat hull,
boilers and appointments shail bc of a certain standard ; that the officers
shall be duiy quaiified to pass certain examinations as to their knowiecige-
and efficiency.

The laws regulating pilotage in this Dominion are sîmilar in- principle;
the pilot must be examined as to his practical knowvledge of the management


