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.\EWS OF THB WEEK.
TuE debates in the Jwmperial Parlament upon
American affairs are conclusive as to the sincer-
ity of those professions of neutrality of which the
Brtish Government hac been lavish since the
cammencement of the civil contest, and to
which in practise it bas rigidly adhered. Neither
ihe overtures of Louis Napoleon on the one
tand, nor the exigencies of the manufacturing
interests” on the other, have as yet prevailed
upon the Palmerston Caninet to look favorably
upon the scheme for breaking the blockade, and
re-ogmsing 1he Southern Confederacy. Tlat,
“relying upon an easy conquest of Canada, the
Yapkees are determined to force a war upon
Great Britain, no one who studies the daily press
of the Northern States, in wlich are fanhfully
refiected, the opnious, passions, hepes and fears

of our democratic neizghbors, can lor one moment | !

diubt; but we may be sure that no legitimate
casus bellt will be afforded by England, and that
ske will pot draw the sword until compelled 1o do
o in self defence. The moment whep she shall
be sc compelled involves only a question of tune ;
and os the avowed policy of the Washington
Cabiget is * one war al a lime,” we may lLope
for peace so long as the South remains unsubdued,
but po longer.

The beauties of Cezsarism bave just received
another itlustration, by the action of Louis Na-
poleon towards the Pope ond the Bishops of
Frauce. The latter are warned agaiost accept-
ing the writation of the Sovereign Poutiff to the
Prelates of the Christiangworld to assemble at
Rome ; and the Pontifical authorities are taken
roundly to task for presuming to issue such an in-
vitation, without the sanction of the French Go-
yerpment. Tt s ip vain to speculate on the de-
signs of the Emperor towards the Holy Father.
So long as Impcrial interests can in any manner
be subsersed by mawtaining a French garrison
at Rome, so long, but no longer, will 1t be main-
tatsed ; but the moment it becomes clear to
Louis Nupoleon that be can make a profit by
selling the Vicar of Christ to his enewies —that
wernr ot the modern Judas will strike ‘the bargain,
aod pocket his thirty pieces of wiver.  The
illusts jous Plon-Plon was expected to deliver an
address in the Senate, in which the real designs
of the Emperor with regard 1o Rome, would be
Iu the Kivgdom of Naples wmatters
reuin vachsaged. There, where the Piedmon-
tese have wililary pos~ession, order, such as pro-
verwslly reigns at - Warsaw, is maintained 5 but
whererer the people are niot kept down by the
bayonets of the detested ** loreign mercenaries,”
there the loyalty of ‘the Neapolitans to the an-
cent dynasty declares itself, and their aversion
1o alien rule and abserpiion by Sardinia is un-
equivocally expressed.  Swce the cold-blooded
wurder of the brave Generul Borges, the loyal-
ist= have unfortunately no leader, and the patrio-
tic party is obliged to confiue stself’ to local and
desultory risings against their nuwerous and well-

iy wged.

organized vppressors.

The cupture of Nashrille by the Northerners,
has been followed by the abandonment of Colum-
bus. The post being no longer Lenable, has been
desiroged by the Confederates, who falling back
upon their second line of defence - will still we
hope be enzbled to maintain the struggle.—
They seem, from their late acts, to be ammated
by the same beroic and patriotic spirit as that
which inspired Lhe Russiaus in the cawpaign of
1812, snd if so thewr subjugation 1s” impossible.
I oppressed by superior’ pumbers, they will fall

back, leaving the country bebind them a desert, a

mass of tmoking ruins, and of devastated fields ;
and sgawst such a system of tactics, aided as in
a.few weeks 1t will be by the malaria of the

Soulh nellher couraue, nor the supulor oum-

her- of .the: ‘Iorlherners will much avail.
* In the meanlune, and notmthﬂandmg ‘their !

hoa~led nc!orles, the aulhorlues of “’ashmgton ‘

are most aokious, and are’ adoptmg the most

‘ .arbnrary measures, 1o prevent the clrculahon of -

he. dn;vulglng ‘ofithe |ntenuon of the overnmenr

-tanll re ,alu'w‘.-to”the enemj' ‘th'e movement of |

troops,l isa salutary and perfe(.tly icgmmate pre-
caulion. ~But in_so far as_it probibits the pub-
lication of . all ' war news whatsoever, 1t s evndeul

EE 1'that. the Washington autborities are .aware - of

somethmg or “another which, as not very-llatter-
1ng to Northern prowess, they deem it advisable
1o vonceal from tbeir frlends,as well as from their
foes.

State Rerigious SeErvices.—Even during
the ragtng of civil war, the Legislature of Massa-
chussetts can find time to exercise the functions
of a Synod, and to pass edicts for the religious
,exerc'ises of its citizens. It has just enacted,
| with regard to % Reltgious Services” n the State
iSchools—that -

“ The School Gommmee shall require the duily
reading of some porticn of the Bible, without written
note or oral comment, in the public Schools; but
they ghall require no sckolar to read from any par-
ticulnr version, whose parent or guardizn shall de-
clare he Lbasg conrcientious scroples against allowing
him to read therefrom, ner shall they ever direct any

particulsr sect of Christians to be purchased or used
in any of the public schools.”

We copy from the Boston Pilot, who seems
to lnok upon the abnve decree as a great boon,
or concession to his fellow-Catholics ; from
whence we may form some idea of the hateful
tyranny to. which the latter have been long sub-
jected, and under which they are still condemned
to hoger. Trulv, if the Catholics of Massa-
chussetts are thankful for such a law, they are
thankful for very small mercies indeed. We,
in Canada, being accustomed to freedom, should
: deewn such au enaclment ao iusult, and an injury
against which it would be our bounden duty to
profest by every means within our power.

{  For mark what it ymplies. First, that the
; State has the right to impose religious observ-
ances upon ils subjects — Catholn s as well as
Protestants — and to prescribe what book ¢r
books shall alone be used i such observances.—
T'his of itself is a monstrons clain, subversive of
all religious liberty, containing as i a germ tie
entire Lody of all despotism, and all the most re-
pulsive features of State-Churchism. The only
| sure guarantiee for religions liberty consists in the
fr.mk recognition of the principle that, ir matters
spitual, or pertaining to veligion, the State has
no lawful jurisdiction, direct or indirect ; and that
it kas no right either to probibit, or to enjoin the
observances of any * Religious Services” what-
soever, When oblivious of its proper functions,
the State presumes to interfere with the religion
of its subjects, it is the right and duty of the
latter to treat ils decrees with contempt, and to
set them at defiance.

In the second place, it is worthy of gote that
the Act of the Massachusett’s Legislature is not
only repugnant to the first or fundamental princi-
ple of religious hberty—~m as much as it tends to
merge the Church in the State, and to assign to
the latter the functions which appertain, exclu-
sively, to the other,—but is, in particular, unjust
and msulting as towards Cathohies. These are
by law compelled to pay for the support of the
“ public schools,” in which * religious services”
are ordered to be held; but no Catholic can,
upon asy pretence or excuse whatsoever, take
part, or allow himself; or those over whom be has
apy control to appear even as taking part, in any
religious services in common with Protestants, or
directly or indirectly to co.nnunicate m sacred
things with heretics or heathens. A conscientious
Catholic cannot, under any circumstances, join in
appearance even, in any religious service with
a Prozestant or heretic of any description. As
the early Christians preferred Jeath 1o burmng a
gramm of ncense before the image of Camsar,
so the true Catholic of the nineteenth ceutury
wonld ruther submit to all and everything that
the malice of man can nvent, than be guilty of
the «acrilege of joining in any kind of religious
service with Protestanis ; and yet, unless Catho-
lic pavenis in the United States consent to allow
their children to be daily guilty of this abom'n-
able sacrilege, or wirtual apostacy, they will be
debarred from the use of those scheols for the
support of which they are uninercifully taxed. —
Wiherein, in principle, does the State-Scheolism
of Massachusetts differ from the State-Churchium
of lrelund ?

In the third place, it i5 instruclive to note
what account Protestants make of the Bible, and
in what esleem, as 2 rule of faith, or all sufli-
cient guide in religion, they themselves hold it.—
The Act by us aborve *cited, which enjoins that
the Dible without vote or comment shall be read
i the public scbools, preseribes alto that no
boaks,—

¢ Cnleulnted to have the wpetz of any particular

gest of Christians & * ¢
public schools.”

From this the legitimate deducuon 15, that 1
“ the opinion of Protes!anls (hemselves, the Bibl:
—which they hold up as their infallible. rule of

be uzed in any of the

schiool booke calculaled to bave the tenets of any '

‘those who. deny. and those who aﬁ'xrm, the' doc-
trine of lhe 'Vlcanous Atonement as a funda-
mental or essentral doctrine of ' Chnsnamty, itis
equally favorable m its utterances. -
view which the Protestant Legls!ature of Massa-
chussetts professedly entertains of the Bible ; and
in this view of the Bible, as mterpreted solely by
private Judgment, we most perfectly coincide.—

It 15, as has often been remarked—like a nose of
wax, which may be made to assume any and
every forin which the mamipulator desires to im-
press vpon 1. Tp the bands of a man, being a
Puseyite, 1t shali assume a decided Roman cast of
expression; in the hands of another, a Low-
Churchman, it shall become a snub, or evangeli-
cal nose of the most repulsive character, Some-
times the Jewish element shall declare iiself, as
amongst a certamn section of the Calvinists and
extreme Sabbatarians ; but in the hands of that
more refined and highly cultivated DProtestant
school of which the late Rev. Thedore Parker
was the propbet or exponert, the Grecian or
gracefol Pagan type of expression will predo-
minate. And so with all the sects, and sectares ;
they all know how to mould the language of
tbe Bible according lo their several tastes, and
bow to impress upon its plastic surface the im-
pression of their several mental traits. The
Bible in short, has no distinctive or peculiar ob-
jective character ; but as treated by Protestants,
1t becomes a sort ol convement wirror, wherein
everyone may see reflecled his own mental fes-
tures, or subjective moods of thought. In this
sense the Bible may well be suid to be non-sect-
arian j seeing that there is no sectary, however
extravagant, who may not, if he diligently
“ vearch the scriptures® for it, find therein that
of which be is in quest—or rather that which he
has already determined that they contain. Give
me where to stand, cried the sage o old, and T
will move the earth; give us the Bible, and the
Bible «alone, anid there is 10 error so monstrous,
but that we will undertake to prove it true.

And this peculiarity of the Bible, which every
one who has studied it carefully by dhe light of
his humarn reason must recogmse as adiering to
it, and which to any one amenable to reason
must be a convincing proof that the Bible alone
could never have beev designed by God as the
& rule of faith” to beings destined to an unmortal
life, and whom He holds responsible for their be-
lief—tius peculiarity of the Bible we say, cousti-
tutes in he eyes of Protestants its chiet merir,
and furmshes the maiu reason for their inststiug
upon ils use 1« Common Schoals.” It may be
2 used as to. countenance any absurdity, or im-
morality—{rom polygamy and divorce, to Table-
Turning and -Spirit-rappiog ; much more then
may 1t be so used und read as to shake (be be-
lief of Catholic children 1n the teachings of the
Church, and so as to unsettle their faith; but
he whose behef in those teachbings is shaken, he
whose faith is unsettled, 1s ipso facto a Protest-
ant. Besides, the custom of hearing the Bible,
and the Bible alone, read as a daily religious ex-
ercise, will, indeed in time must, predispose: the
minds of those who so hear it read, to accept as
true the Protestant view of the design of the Bible,
and the nature of its authority in religious con-
tooversy. It is above all mportant thar the
youthlul mind should be thus predisposed ; for so
absurd, so ludicrous, so utterly groundless, so
devoid of all shadow even of argument to support
it, indeed so demonstrably false 15 the Protestant
theory respecling the Bible, as the source and
origin of the knowledge of the Christian religion
—that it can make little or no impression upon
those who bave once acquired the habit of rea-
sonmg and thinking for themselves ; but will at
once be rejected by them, when 1n mature yeuars
tendered to their acceptance, as a degrading
superstiion, which can find aceeptance with none
except very young children, and sowme very ol
women of either sex.

Bearing in mind that, a few years ago, the
Montreal Herald was the most zualous advocate
of Yunkee annexation, and that to the very last
moment it did its best to palhate the Trent out-
rage. anl to persuade the people of Cauada that
i Great Britain wonld submit to the msult patientty,
i and that it was tierefore useless 1o prepare for
delence—we are geither surprised nor sorey tn
find that the political opinions which we advocate
jwith respect to the dulies of subjects, are re-
[ ceived with marked disapprobation by our Clear-
Grit contemporary. . His friends and allies of
Dpper Canada are ever looking to Washinjton,
Lare ever seeking 1o borrow a leaf, os the Globe
¢ s at, ¢ from their newhbors’ books s and it ix
: therefore natural that we, who are no admirers ol
Y augee institutions, who regard annexation as the
rgrealecl curse, and the Iowest decmdauon that
. eoulc possibly befall us, and who look upon de-
mocracy as the chief danger which the friends of | «

, accura.e ‘or ‘reliable’” mlell:gence from the seat oflfmlh, as their ‘sure and sole gmde iin all things ‘(.omluuuoml hberty bnve to dread ‘should pro-

Ny

i :der pams ‘and penaltxe ,uew~paper editors

! 50und-—-thal

apdes; and gn‘e: forth, such.a; famt and incertain,’
'caunot be deemed to: endorse lhe

T

Upper Prosince.” .
Y ’But P'H!n m lus wralh

“This is the :

,.sp;-ear e might of - theis alien oppresson
; “Ehey. bave Iasd an embargo on’ tbe press ;' pcrtammv te rehglon, and as the all suffiefent au- | roke the' wrath of the’ Yankeo hm»lmw, the | do uol -eek 10 ditougse, w» would seorn to anolo.
-lhorlty . inatters. cpmtual—-ls so-vngue agd am- trauorous champion of annetnllon and the Lower g:se for, our: sympalh} mlh the . Neapol:l..xu i
h:guous in its Iauguaoc, 80 confused inits utder- . C.m'\da ally of :hp democrauc cmzadle of liw ;pntrwt* : .md u iy

l_'he-l Ifemld shrﬁ:ld LR

deliberately sets himself to indite unt'uths, he
should at least endeavor to. maintain an appear-
ance of probability in his writings.

with being a friend to “ negro slavery,” our con-
temporary should at least attempt to supjiort his
allegation by quotations from the journal which
he asperses ; and when he prelends that we bhave
“justified the conlinement of Poerio and lus com-
rades in those lorrible dungeons described by
Mr. Gladstone,? he should bear in mind that the
sud Mr. Gladstone’s calumnies bave been fully
aud publicly refuted by the Marquis of Nor-
manby ; that Mr. Gladstone by lus silence, ard
by his refusal to pick up the gauntlet tbrown
down to him by his opponent, has tacitly admit-
ted the validity of Liord Normanby’s vindication
of the Itahan Sovereigns ; and that therefore the
True WiTNESS could never have so much as

attempted even “to justify the confinement ol'

Poerio,’ and these * horrible dungeans®—see-
ing thut we believe in the existence of neither
oot nor the other; that we know that Poerio
was but an “ invention” of the Jacobins j-and the
stary of tus confinement iu those * horrible dun-
geous” a revolutionary canard, which, set in cir-
culation by knaves, imposed on none but simple-
tons. We do not pretend that the prisous of
Naples were models of architectural excellence,
that they were either well drained, or ventilated,
or that were any better than some of the filthy
jails still 10 be found in portions of Queen Vie-
toria’s domintons ; hut we do reject as groundless
fables, the stories which, originated by the rascal
demagogues of Italy, were palmed off upou dear
silly Mr. Gladstone as truths, and were by him
administered in oft-repeated doses to the intelli-
geut Great Briton, who swallowed them with Lis
traditional voracity.

Neither do we bold up the late ltalian govern-
ments 1o the admiration of the world as models
of coustitulional perfeciton.  There were, no
doubt, many abuses, theoretical and pracucal, in
those governments ; and Austrian rule w Ttaly
has as linle clains upon our sympathy, as bas the
alien rule of the Sardinians over the ushappy
Neapoltans. Al we contend for is “this—tbat
the abuses existing i those Giovernments did not
Justify, either the armed interlerence of Piedmont,

or. the rebellion of their subjects ; for with all
their faults, tihere was no abuse in any one of the
Iahan States so mosstrous as that which obtains
in Irelund in the form of the * Protestant Church
as by Law Established” amongst a Catholic peo-
ple; and yet we have always insisted that even
that monster grievance does not justily rebellion
iv lreland, or authorise the armed interference of
either France or the United States,

So too with regard to the King of Naples
Francis [1., whom the Herald foohshly cally
Bomba. For the deposed sovereign, personally,
we care but little, looking upoa him as a well
meaning, honest an indeed, but weak, and sadly
deficient in those sterner virtues which we ex-
pect in rulers. But we do sympathise, and sym-
pathise warmly, with the Neapolitans, and hearuly
do we wish them success in thew efforts to throw
off the alien and mibtary despotisin beneath
which they now groan. We know that the Nea-
politans hate the Sardinians. Kven the * Spe-
ciat Correspondent” of the Times adinits that
the plebiscite, or pretended appeal to the vote ol
the people, upon the strength of wiich Victor
Emmanuel calls himself King of ltaly, was s
humbug ; and that—we quote the very words of
the wruer—-“ if the plebiscite were again lo be
taken, and taken fairly, utwould not be favor-
able to the Government of Victor Emmanuct ;
and if other evidence were wanted to establish
the truth of the intense and general batred of il e
Neapolitans towards the Sardinians and the rule
of Victor Emmanuel, we should find it m the
simple fact that it requires the preseace of from
sixty to eighty, thousand foreign mercenaries to
keep down the incessant efforts of the Neapoli-
tans to nurge their soil of its ahien wvaders, and
to re-establish their nutional independence. 1f
it was no crime for the Scotts (o resist io arms
the - bowmen of the English Edward — if the
Spamards in 1808 had the right to refuse to ac-
cepl a sovereign frow the hands of Napoleon—
and if to all ages the tale o the foyalty of the
Vendecans to their God and to their King, shall
stand out as the one bright page m the Glthy,
mud-and-blood begruned annals of the French
Revolution—so in like wanner, by all generous
hearts, by all who believe that the brave mdn,
stroggling with adversity offers the most o'lonous
spectacle which the sun in bis daily course beholda,
by ull escept the worshipper, of ‘brute force and
of the A!mmhty Dollar—will Juslice be done'to
the uallam Neapolitans, hopplnss thouah ‘their.

.1-«.- mn) seem now to be, acd rrsxatless as ‘may

-We

lor thm *akp that we ll‘l.hl.

i feated; and tha
1 Y that .fhonor and,
'ilh|s ‘has- been alread_) :,abundal'tly done for'lum by
2 bourteous provndence, he should nol -séek td
parade the. hu.t before the world ; nnd .when be|:

"Sardmla has beeni guilty. towards. them,
_wnh speedy and sngnal rembutwn. .

When ‘for:
instance the Herald taxes the: TRUE Wrrm-:ss.

 entertainment will be under. the
," Rt.. Rev. Dr 1 Ful!ford -and vihe: C‘qmmanuer ‘of
: - k . d ;-3

———

the ﬂngrant nolauon of all law,
' _blch the robber kg of

mny meer

As a, specxmen of ‘the style. of . Govermnen[
which- Sardinian invasion has - imposed ‘npon e
Neapohtans, and as a set off to poor Mr. Glag.
‘stone’s ¢ cock and bull” stories. about ¢ Poepyg»
and those ¢ horrible dunzeons,” we may be per.
mitted to quote again . from - the szes corres.
pondent ; a witness who makes uo secret of hyg
Sardiman prochvities, and who canaot therefore
be suspected of exaggerations, prejudicial to the
intrusive regtme. The writer 1s speaking of 1),
treatment reserved for those Neapolitan politiea)
prisoners whom the brave b.udmlans do not ghooy
in cold blood ; he says:—

“I can guarantee it to you that on
L3 persons brutally treated under the z:zu:;o;?l%'
mg disaflected to the Government were bro be:
into the Questura, and on the followmg mornin &
one of the unheppy victims has since djed gfsut
wounds ?— Times' Corr. of bis

" And ihus 1s the Government whic); 1l1e Herald,
who 1s moved to tears by the fictitioys agomes of
Poerio, lauds, and hold up to our admiration fop

the Y freedom, security and civilisation”™ whic,

it has estabhshed. From sucl freedon, frop
such secunity, and frem such civilisution Good
Lord deliver us.

With regard to that sympathy with newro sfa.
very with which the Herald falsely raxes uy, and
that sympathy with the Southerners whigh wilh
more resson, he ativibules to the Tryp Wy
NESS, we need only remark that every one yop 5
boru idiot must see that the triwmph of 1he x,.
cessionists, and the establishment of agn indepe
ent Southern Confederacy, would murlab!)
speedily bring about the emancipazion of tfie .
1t is by their Federal Union il ;s
Nortb, and by that means only, that the Souther.
ners have been enabled to preserve int
peculiar ¢ damestic institution.*

-
an)

groes.

act thesy
[nlu:rposma its
bundreds of leagues of ¥ . °

‘ ol leagues ol terrtory herwixt (he
South and the free soil of Canada, and by l‘ua.x_
e Slave Laws making every inch of that rerr-

atory aceessible to the slave-catcher wherein (o 1 -
cover lus runaway chutrel, the North ius -
therto presented an alinost insuperable ol facle
to a general delivery of the blacks from boudage.
Buot with the triumph of Secession ql] 1iiie wanld
be changed. The Fugitive Slave Laws wonly
be repesled ; a land of freedon would he hronghl
into immediate contact with the land of seqioom ;
and the slave, l-used by Lis master, would ip 2
moment, and by erossing an imagivary hue find
himsell Tor ever delivered Irom nis shackles,

Thus the Southern master's hold over |js pro-

perty would be weakened by the success of b
arms 3 and bis separation from the Nortl would
expose hiin Lo the danger, or rather the certumiy,
of losing lis slaves, unless by his humase conduer
he made it thew interest 10 rvemain wil bim.
Were » negro slavery a system congeaal to the
True WirNess” we should pray lor the North,
since The perpetnation and extension of that <yo-
1em 15 only possible upon conditien of mamtam-
ing the Union of the Soutbern with the Northern
States. I iherefore 16 a certain extent we
sywpathise with the former, the consideration of
Slavery oeither stimulates nor represses those
sympathies ; but they are evoked simply by the
speclacle ol a brave people struggling for unfenen-
dence and sell-govermmnent; and b) anr lm.:red

of centralised despolivin, towards wliich all de-
mocracies naturally gravitate. and whicrh mua
wevitably be the resnlt in North Asnerica of the
miliary subjuvauon of the Southery States by
the Yankees.

Since our last, death has removed from us ope
of our most highly esteemed, and geverally be-
loved citizens of French Canadian orizin, Mr.
Alexis Laframboise.  As a proof of the upiver-
sality of the regrer which his death has occa-
sioned, we copy the following ohituary notiee
from the Montreal Herald :—

Dearr op Mn. Larraxnossu --11 iz with deep re-
gret we announce the unespectod dencase, Al six
o'clock on Saturday crvening, of Mr. Alexis Lafram-
boise, one of the oldesl and mod1 widely estecmed
citizeng of Montrvenl, Tt wasz not until (ate 1o sbe
afternoon of Saturdry 1hat his physicisn conceived
him to be iu apy danger. Butn few minutes before
his deaih, and whea in possession of all his facalties,
he, having sddressed a few words to shose around
his bed, seid he eIt inclined to sleep, and it was voly
shorlly after that the physicinn, on approaching him
with a light, found that he bnd braathed his Inet.—
His diseage waa congestion ot \he lungs,

Mr. Laframboise was 68 years of age. He was
one of thoge happily constituted characters, with
whom i% i3 impossible Lo cume into contact without
loving. Liberal and scrupulousty conziderate in all
his transuctions with others, he was a man of the
kindest feelings and widest aympathies. A zenlons
benefactor of the poor and evir ready to: sacrifice big
own wishes to those of his friends, he was of tliose
whao, on leaving this fora better world, have the con-
golation of knowing that they leave wot ~one enemy
behind. . His unexpected decease created a profound
sensatlon in our -community, ' aot only- of surprise,
from ite suddenness—be having been opur, and ap-
prrently in Lis ordinary balo and bealthy state, only
the dn.y before: his .death,—but of the decpest and
most sincere sympathy with the grief which hiz loes
mast have cceasioned to his . fumllr and-more un:re-
dm.te frxenas

To-morraw evemnv at 8 ociock, in Nord-
beimer’s Hall, Mr:, c. Heavy~ege will give read-
ings from. his. drama of Saul, & poehc swork:ol
high merit, and * which has ehclled ‘the applnuse
Qf the- ﬁrsl critics of anlandf’ " The evenmgS.
trobage of the




