i

‘ ocommunicalions to the.

AR

o1

Y
J;

THE TRUE WITNESS AND CATHOLIO OHRONICLE.

Tie Tene W
AND CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.
PRINTED ARD PUBLISHED BY

The True Witness Printfng & Poblishing Ca.

(LIMITED)
At Re. 761 Craig St., Woatrsal, Canada.

MBS. and all other communieationg intended
for ﬂcllbnuuon or notice, should be addressed
to ithe Edltor, and all business and other
ng_Director,
il_;gst'rx Wirnzss P, & P. Co., Lid., P. O. Hox

The Subscription price of TR TRUE WIT-
NEsS éo{.gllt Great Britaln, Ireland and
X o ginm, Italy, Germany and Australla

Oo?a.nm" United States and Newfoundland,

Terms payable in advance.

New subagriplione ean commence Al sny
time during the year.

Money for renewals and new suobacriptions
ll?lgs\uld 3 sent 1o Maneging Director, P. O, Box
You may remit by bank cbeck, post office
money order, exgreaa money order or by re-

glstered letter. Bliver sent through the mail

18 liable to wear & hole through the envejope

wnd be loat.

We are not responsible for money lost
. through the mail.

jscontinuance.—Remember that the pub-
liahers muat be notitied by letter when a sub-
soriber wishes m‘} paper stopped. All arrear-

ages must ba pald.
Returning your paper will not enable us to
diszgontinus it, a8 we cannol find your name
on our books unless your post affice address is

ven,

The date oppasite your name on the margin
of your paper showa you kp to what time yoar
sabsoription is pald.

‘We recognize the friends of THx TRUE
‘WITKESS by the prompt manner in which
they pay their subscriptions.

Always glve the name of the poat office to
which your paper {s gent. Your name cannat
be found on our books unless this is donoe.

‘When you wish your address changed, write
us in time, giving your old address as well ag
your new one.

If you fall to receive your paper regularly,
xotify us at once by letter or postal,

All communications rox;gnbllcnlon must be
written on oneslde of the sheet only, otherwise
they are liable to rejaction.

———

WEDNESDAY,...FEBRUARY 20, 1895

RELIGION AND POLITI(CS.

On the 14th Janusary last, the Rev.
C. E. Amaron—editor of ’Aurore—read
& paper before the Ministerial Associa-
tion in which he treated of “ the tend-
ency of the Liberal movement amongst
Freoch-Canadians.” It would seem that
this reverend gentleman has a eelf-im-
peceed miseion to proselytize his fellow-
count:ymen, and to add insulf to injury,
by heaping opprobrium upon them.
Such was Voltaire’s plan, when he sought
to destroy the apirit of Faith in France;
he insvlted the race, the language, the
customs and the most sacred heritages
of the people. Mr. Amaron draws a
contrast between Puritan New England
aud Catholic New France—but in so
doing he omits facts, forges others, and
distorts the remainder. After a rehash
of the timeworn platitudes about
Roman domination, ignorance and
slavery, he bas the sublime audacity to
fling the following in the face of his
fellow-countrymen ;

.“The French-Canadian population is
divided into three classes—£irst, those
who are by the conscience apd heart
wedded to the old religion ; second, there
are multitudes who are prepared to take
your heads off if you dare to say a word
concerning the errors of Romanism, and
yet are a8 ignorant of the saving truth
of those holy teachings that lead to the
righteous living as the heathen of the
Bouth Sea Islands ; third, there is a large
and rapidly increasing class who have
.thrown aside the old laith, hut attend
church on state occasions, at certain set
times, to save appearances.”

He is careful to pass no comment upon
those of the fixat category; he casts s
baseless slur upon themt, however, by the

- trick of oreating a second category
which evidently includes the first one;
dnd those of the third category are un-

fairly judged, because he has no positive
means of knowing that they are rank
hypoorites, as he insinuates. He makes

matters worte by explaining that these
Catholica, who omly go for show to
church, “are the beiter educated men
apd women, who have read a few pages
of history.” In other words, the French-
Canadian who becomes educated, scoord-
ing to Mr. Amaron’s ideal aystem, has
learned to sail nnder false coloxs, to act
the pretender, and to plsy the hypoorite.

He again acouses his race of the rank-
eat cowardioe, when he says :

"“Spesk to lawyers, physicians, notaries,
journaliats, intelligent business men, on
these questiona. If they do not fear t be
betrayed, they tell yon very plainly that
they abhor the oid system and that they
have no faith in it.”

They must be very noble characters
who can thus speak to Mr. Amarons
under the provision that he will not be-
tray them. ;

We have no special mandate to defend
the good French Canadian people of our
Province against the aspersions of one of
their own npationality; but as Catholics
we do not wish to have them misrepre-
sented before the other sectione of onr
mixed population, In all that déliberate
attack upon the race, and consequently
apon their Faith, the only truth that ie
expressed may be found in the following
sentence :

“*The history of Francs is well known.,
A similar work is going on among the
French of this country. There has been
for a long time a spirit of restlesaness in
all the ranks of French society, It has
matured in thousands upon thoumands of
cases, passing from the atages of opposi:
tion, indifference, and carelessness, to in-
fidelity. The number-of these is already
very great, and ia increasing rapidly.”

Yes; we agree the hietory of France
is well known—we don’t require Mr-
Amaron to teach it to us, That a sim-
ilar work, to that which brought desola-
tion on France, is going on—on a smaller
scale—here, we admit. The spirit of
restlessness does exist in Frenoh socisty.
The passage from indifference to infidel-
ity ia true. 8o far as the effects are con-
cerned we are with Mx. Amaron; but
where we disagree is on the causes that
produce euch eflects and upon Lhe re-
medies to be applied.

He sees the cause of this infidelity—
flowing from religious indifferentiam—
in the autbority exercised by the
Catbolic Church and in the precepts
that she teaches ; hesees the remedy in
Protestant evangelization, proselytiziog,
and perverting,

If he will kindly follow us for a few
moments we will point out to him the
real cause of whatever infidelity this
Province has had the misfurtune of
possessing, He will see that it does not
epring from the Church, but in spite of
the Church. We need not remind Mr,
Amaron that the cry which brought on
the * Reign of Terror » was that of the.
radical, infidel, secret society section of
the people. “ Down with the clergy!”
“ Down with the nobility 1™ * Death to
the King!” The altar stocd in the way
of the anti-clerical forces, and when the
altar could not be torn down, it was
seized and made the throne of glory for
the goddess of Liberty, in the person of
a wretched woman -from the city slums.
“ The mob exeoulioner of to-day became
the mob victim of to-morrow.” Faith
fled, bleeding, befora the demon of
infidelity ; the atheist imagined that he
beheld the end of Catholicity, but in the
drunken banquet of his fancied trinmph,
the Mane, Theckel, Phares blazed upon
the wall, and the diadem fell from the
brow of the iconocluat.

Out of the chaotic mass of the French
revolution arose thousands of ‘insects of
infidelity, born in the darkness of secrat
conolaves, and sent abroad—like the
plagues of old—to infect. every land
where the spirit of Faith was triumph.

Oatholicity the parasites of infidelity
rushed breathless and with a vengeance.
In every Iand where the seeds of Faith
were sown, these envoys of evil sought
to plant the germs of infidelity. 1nno
land more than in Canada—aend particu-
larly in Quebec—was the Faith most
widely and firmly planted; therefore,
this section of the New World afforded
exceptional fields for the destructive
work of the enemies of the Cburch,
Here we wizh it to be thoronghly under-
atood that we are not speaking of the
political policies, the merits or demerita
of any party. Mr. Amaron speaks of
the “ Libera! movement among French-
Canadians.” We desive to point ot to
that gentleman that he is playing upon
the word “ Liberal,” to the detriment
of exactness and truth,

We have two political parties here;
the Liberal and the Conservative; with
their politics we have nothing to do. As
far as the Church is concerned they asre
on an equal footing. A Oatholic msy
be a good Catholic and belong to either
party; he may be a bad Catbolic no
matter which party he belongs to. The
pame given to a party may have more
or less significance acoording to its origin.
Wehave now to deal with the Liberal
party among French-Oanadians, not from
a political, but from a religious stand-
point.

To understand exactly the situation,
and avoid the rock upon which Amaron
splits, we must distingnish between a
Catholic-Liberal and a Liberal-Catholic.

The Catholic-Liberal is & man who is in

full accord with the Church, whose
Faith is sincere, whose belief and prac-
tice are in harmony with Catholicity,
and who, in the political sphere, believes
in the polioy of a party that is known
by the name of Liberal. Bat a Liberal-
Catholic may be a Conservative or any-
thing else in politice, while be is an
indifferent and unfaithful child of the
Cburch, The Old France infide], the
continental mason, the off shoot of the
revolution, the radical, God-bating,
church-destroying enemy of Catholicity
calls himeelf & Liberal, in contradistino.
tion, not to a Conservative, but to s
Catholic. He is a Liberal-Catholio.

"This Liberal-Catholic Jands here with
his seed of infidelity and he comrmaences
to prepare the ground before sowing the
germs of destruction. He meets the
French-Canadian, who is a Catholic-
Liberal—that is a Catholic in faith, &
Liberal in politics; and he naturally
asks, * what party do you belong to ?”
“To the Liberal party,” replies the
Canadian, * Bo do I,” says the French-
man, “50 we are in the same boat.”
No they are not: the Canadian is an
honest Catholic-Liberal, the other is a
dishoneat and eunning Liberal-Qatholic.
But cur Canadian friend does not stop to
draw fine distinctions nor to ask explana-
tions of principles. He believes in the
stranger, and the latter plays upon his
confidence. 8con the Liberal Oatholic
gets a hand upon the press; by degrees
be identifies himaelf with a party in
politics, in order to use it for bis own
purposes of infidel and anti-Catholio in-
doclrinization. Soon the Catholic-Liberal
is eaddled with the designs and evil
machinations of the real author of the
infidelity that is seen cropping up in
many quartera. It ianot a political, it
is a religious—or rather anti-religious
propagsndsa. .

There, Mr. Amaron, is the true cause
for the effects you point out. It ia not
the Catholic Church, but the hidden,
sworn enemies of Catholicity that are
the parents of the indifferentism and
infidelity of which you speak. ‘We have:

ant. On the heels qf the pioneers of

effacing of Catholic teaching, the orea~
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not far to go for examples. If, then, the’

tion of anti-clericalism, the training of 2
generation in the ways of Liberal Cathc-
licity, constituts the cause of the evi
effects, the remedy must be in the
removal of that cause, by a return to
Catholic principles, by & spreading of
Qatholic ideas, dogmas aund practices, by
the Oatholic educstion of the rising
generation in the ways of the Faith,
and in obedience toa Divinely consti-
tuted authority. Your Protestant evan-
gelization of French Osnadians is as
powerless to stay the advance of the
evil indicated as the fantastic and
eccentric teschings of Pere Hyacinthe
would have been to extinguish the fury
of the Beign of Terror.

BALFOUR ON S8CHOOLS,

Now that the all-absorbing question of
separate schools (as we call them here)
is upon the lips of every person, it may
not be out of place to give our readers &
fow quotations from Mr. Balfour’s re-
cent address before his constituents of
East Manchester. What we call the
separate school is known as the Volun-
tary School in England. No person wiil
scouse Mr, Balfour of any partiality to
Catholics or Catholic systems; but his
arguments in favor of voluntary, or
separate schools, apply equally in Great
Britain and in Canads., And what
stands good in the case of education in
England or Scotland is likewise applica-
ble in Manitoba, New Brunswick, On-
tario and Quebec. Having spoken of
the arguments in favor of the School
Board aystemn—or Poblic School system

—Mz, Balfour said: “I take precieely
the opposite opinion. In my view the
normal edecation, the normal machinery

of education, required alike by the
parent and by the community, is the

voluntery school.”

This is a pretty broad and sweeping
assertion that is carried out on the winga
of most irrefutable axgument, “Nothing

makes me more indignant,” said he,
“when I listen to these debates, the de-
bates whioch take place partly in the
newspapers, partly in the House of Cum-
mons, upon thig subject, than to hear
the tone of tolerance, sometimes of hos-
tility, with which the voluntary schools
are treated. I agree that, if voluntary
schools do not represent great voluntary
effort they will probably lose their value
and their efficiency. But while they re-
present great voluntary effort, while
they are the outward eign of the great
feeling in the community among parents
that their children should be educated
in the faith of theix fathers, so long they
deserve, and ought to receive, something
more than this bare treatment.” Thus
doea Mr, Balfour continue : “In the sec-
ond place, it has been conclusive evi-
dence of how strong is the feeling of the
parents of this country, and of
thoge who believe in the cause of
religious education, that to divorce secu-
lar matters in this way from religious
matters, to declare thal, becauss one in
under the patronage of the State, the
other may go shift as it will, to give
grants and rewards and all the honors of
thin world to one ang let the other go
slide, is contrary to the best interests of
the State and the individual,”

Here is & eolid argument and & very
sensible statement. Coming down to
the more immediafely practicable, we
find the Eoglish statesman expressing
exactly what, times numberless, our
Oatholic people have contended in the
present oase of the Manitoba schools.
* What is State Money?” he asks, and
he replies, “Btate money.is the movey
contributed by the -taxpeyer, and I'do
‘not suggest that cut of the money con-
tributed by the taxpayer you should pay

in voluntary io temof re-



