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FECCLESTASTICAL CALENDAR.
JANUARY—1872.

Friday, 5—Vigil of the Epiphany.

datarday, 6—Epruary ObL

Sunday, 7—Sunday within the Octave.

Mondny, 8—O0f the Octave.

Tuesday, 9—0f the Octave.

Wednesday, 10—0f the Octave.

Thursday, 11—Of the Octave.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The bulleting as to the state of the Prince of
Wales issued during the past week, have been

uite reassuring; be is regaining his health
and strength, and public anxiety on his account
has quite subsided. His royal mother bas
published a letter in which she desires to ex-
press her deep sense of the sympathy expressed
by her people during her son’s sickness, towards
herself and her duughter in law,.the Princess
of Wales, who in like manner desires alsc to
give expression to the same sentiments of gra-
titude.

Assassinations, or attempts .to assassinate

German suldiers are still of freqquent occurrence
in France. An attempt was made on Sunday
uight, 24th ult., in the town of Chareville, in
the Department of Ardennes, to assassinate a
orporal und soldier belonging to a Bavarian
Regiment uartered in that plate.  The
wounds received by the corporal it is beliaved,
will result in death. The German military
authorities commenced o seurching investign-
tion into the affair, with the object of discover-
ing and punishing the would-be sesescin, Re-
ported outrages upou (German troops in the
eccupied Departmients huve caused the issuing
-of orders yesterday fur the severe chustisement
of all persons guilty of such offences. The
waster of a college in Vitry Le Fravcois has
been scized and held as «hostage, because some
of the students under his charge manifested
their disapproval of the prezence of (German
soldiers.

‘The clections to fill the places in the Ontario
legislature vicuted hecause of the recent Minis-
terial changes, ure proeecding uietly; the re-
sult is looked forward to with much interest.
It is probabie that the Blake Ministry will be
sustained by the popular vote.

19 the Editor of the True Witness.

Drar Sir.—The Journal of Education for November
cuntainy ai article on Discipline and Religious Ia-
struction, written by #The principal of a very suc-
cassful Boys' School in New York,” and which the
Fditor of the Juurual suggexts 1aay prove instructive
o the tenchers of Ontario,

In giving his idca of Religions Insiruction, the
writer says : 1 consider it my most important duly
o instruct mv pupils as I would my own children”
Aud in another place: ‘“Anything denominational
is omitted, The Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing
but the Bible, is my religion.”

This is tbe Religions Imstruciion that every
teacher in Ontario is recommended, by the Jovrnal
of Kducatiori, to give to his pupils; no matter what
their religion may be, *the Bible, the whole Bible,
and nothing Lut the Bible* should Le the only
means by which they are to try {o gain salvation.
I wonder what this *very successful principal™—
whose Religious Instruction is set down ws exemp-
lary—thonght of all the Christians, who lived and
died before the Bible was printed in 1450, Before
that time it took at lenst six hundred collais to
purchase one, From ki mode of instraction it
would appenr, that 1} {hose who could not. aftort to
pay down six hundved dollars ghould perish, since
they could not have the Bible to read; and conse-
«quently conld bave po religion. But the Tenrned
gentleman mast reruember, that these were all good
Christiang, and many of them eminent for the
sanctity of their lives. 1le must nlso admit; that if
the people of New York of Ontario had each of them
1o pay six hundred dollars to get to heaven, many,
very many of them would nover enter the portals of
that Celestial City. I am,

Mr. Editor, yours, ete,,
A Tpachun.

A Teacher is quite right in his criticism’
upon the contents of the November issue of the
Ontario Jowrnal of Fducation. From the ex-
tracts from that Journal, given by our eorres-
pondent, it is obvious that the system pursued
by the New York school teacher, is one which
school teachers in Ontario are by authority re-
commended to adopt; but oneagainst the adop-
tion of which, it is the duty of the Cathelic peaply
.of that Province to be ever on the alert. The
JowenalIwe say, by quoting approvingly the

laélguage of the New York school teacher, lays
down, or at all ‘¢vents endorses, a false, and 2
most dangerous principle.

. (1.) Tt is not the duty of a State oﬁiei:ﬂ, of

the teacher in a State school, to instruct his
pupils as he would his own children. His
righte over those pupils are not the rights of «
father over his child; therefore neither are his
duties towards them the same. The first duty
for instance of a parent is to teach religion to
hie children; to make them know, fear and
love God, and to serve Him in the manner
that To hus been pleased to reveal as that in
which He will be served. But the first duty
of a mere State official, of the State paid
teacher of a State school, supported by a tax on
the public, and in a community in which great
differences obtain as to what God has revealed
—is carefully to abstain from obtruding his
religious opinions upon any of his pupils, lest
by so doing he run counter to the views and
religious opinions of their parents, Why! it
is the boast of the advocates of State-schoolism
that, ns it is not the legitimate function of the
State to teach religion, so all positive religious
teaching is out of place i the State school.

» (2.) The fundamentgl principle upon which
the New York school teacher bases his religious
instructions is false and essentially sectariun.
That principle is, ¢ The Bible, the whole Bible,
and nothing but the Bible.” But this is sec-
tarian, as it involves two, to say the least, pro-
positions repugnant to the teachings of the
Catholic Church, and the dircet contradictory
of the very principle upon which the Catholio
religion is based. In the first place it assumeS
that the Protestant or King James® Bible con-
tains the “whole” of God’s inspired word writ-
ten; in the second place it assumes, falsely,
that the Bible is the only source from whence
men can learn their duties as Christians. Of
these two propositions, the first we, as Cath-
olice, do not betieve to be true ; and the second
we koow, from the study of history, to be
file. We do not accept the Protestant canon
of Scripture as the < whole” Bible,  We know
from history that Christianity existed before
the book eulled the Bible was complete, before
any portion of the New Tesiament was writ-
ten; therefore, unless n effect can be antece-
dent to its cause, we know that the book called
the Bible vas not the source of Christian know-
ledge.

(3.) In the third place it is impossible, in
the very natur: of things, that there can be
‘any positive Cluistiun teaching which is*not
« denominational.””  If our religious school
teacher for instance fancies that he finds in the
Bible that the persor therein spoken of as
Christ, be God, he will no doubt endeavor to
convey the same impicision to his young
pupils; if on the contraryhe, ns do thousands
and tens of thousands of intetigent, and honest
Protestants, sincere enquirets after truth,

should happen to find that Christ is not God,
but merely an exalted creature, his religious
teachings must of course he tinged with his
peculiar religious epinions, In eitier case he
will be piving ¢ denominational' religious
teaching; denominational, if his teachings con-
vey to his pupils the idea that Christ'\‘is God ;
« denominational,” if they do not coi‘\vey that
idea. Offensive to the Unitarian or, Liberal
Brauch of the Protestant Chureh in the first
cass; offensive to the so-called Evaigelical
Branch of the same Chureh in the second.
And if then, even as betwixt DIrotestauis and
Protestants all positive religious teaching can-
not be other than “ denominational,” how must
it be as betwixt Protestants and Catholies ?
In short, if we do but bear in mind the fuct
“that there is 10 enc distinctively Christiun
doctrine, which «ll Protestant denominations
hold in common,” we cannot fail to see that all
religions teaching, which is not more or less
¢ denominational,” is necessarily non.Christiun.

(4.) The very first thing a teacher must do
when he opens his mouth to read the Bible is
essentinlly < sectartan’ or ‘: deneminational.”
As a lawyer, when he produces & document in
Court, must assign to it gome character or other,
before it will he received,so must the school teach-
er assign the some character to that which he
proposes to read to his pupils. In short he
must read it to them cither as the Word of Giod,
that is to say ay inspired wnd infallible; or as
uot inspired, aud ws'therefore—thongh the word
of good und wige men—fallible. But amongat
Protestants—and not only amongst Protestants
of different denowminations, do great differences
of opinion as to the inspiration, nnd consequent
fallibility or infullibility of the Bible obtain,
but the samc vital diffcrences obtain amongst
Protestants of one and the same seet.  Not only
do Unitarians differ from Calvinists, Liberal
Protestants from self-dubbed Orthodox I’ro-
testants on this fundamental question of inspir-
ation, snd infullibility; byt Anglican diffors
from Anglican, and by one learned memberjof
that seot you shall hear denounced as-an un-
tenahle proposition, “that which by another
learned member of the. sume sect is advaneed
as a doctrine, belief in which is ensential to

ealvation. 'The very reading of the Bible then

is a sectarian or “ denominationul” act, sinee 1¢
involves the questions'which Protestants have
yet to settle—Ts the Bible the inspired, and
therefore infallible Word of God? or is it
merely the word of good honest and intelligent
but satill fallible, men, and as such to be ac-
cepted with much diserirmination ?

Tt is we think, and with this we will con-
clude, not a slight thing, ot an unimportant
“ sign of the times"—of which it is meet that
the Catholics of U. Canada should ke heed,
and against which, or rather, that which it de-
notes, they should be on their gnard—that in a
quast officiul document such as is the Journal
of Education, the giving in the State-Schools of
religions teaching based upon the Protestant
Bible, and that alone, should be indireetly re-
commended. We hope that no design of
abridging the liberties of the Catholic minarity
in the matter of the religious education of their
children is actually in contemplation ; bat, re-
membering how, hard a battle we have had to
fight before winning for them such official re-
cognition of their rizhts as they now enjoy ; and
calling to mind the difficultics with which, in
the case of their separate schools, Catholies in
U. Canada have always had to contend—we
cannot but exhort our brethren to be always
on their guard, alwaye vigilant, always pre-
pared to resist aggression, and to assert their
rights as parents, for the due exercise of which
they will one day huve a strict account to ren-
der to Almighty God.

Whether ¢ Communism'’ be a “ phase of
Protestantiam ?” a8 the TRUE WITNESS pre-
tends; or whether itbe ¢ cgoiten of Fopery?”
as the Witness asserts is the case—ure questions
that ean hardly reseive a satisfuctory answer
till we determine, what is the menning of the
termn *: Protestantism ?"

Now, 13 we amploy that term, we mean sim-
ply to denote that sysiem which rejects, or Pro-
test against in the moral and religious order,
the authority of the Catholie, Church, and
asserts the right of private judgment. ¥ our
definition be imperfect, we are open to corree-

tion.

As amatter of historical fact, we assert that
the thing, “ Communism,” in modern times,
is the legitimate offspring of the Protestant
Reformation ; and, ¢ ill-favored brat™ as it is
and as the Witness well qualifies it, we assert
that it first saw the light in a Protestant land.
As un organised system in modern times—for
we remcmber that in Rome in the days of
Catiline, “ communistic”’ iJeas were rife; and
we speak not of the wild desultory efforts of
the followers of Wat Tyler in England, or the
French Jacquerie—* Communism” dates from
the Reformation, and the rebellion of the
Munster Anabaptists; who, claiming the right
to interpret Seripture lor themselves, just as
Luther claimed the same right for himself,
cume to conclusions with respect to property,
and the family, In many respects identical with
those of the Communists of our own times,

But the great apostle of Comwmunism, and its
evangelist, was Jean Jucques Rousseau, him-
self & Protestant. e it was who first in
modern times laid down in plain language the
doctrine that property was theft: who argued
thut he who first enclosed, cultivated, and re-
claimed 2 piece of land, and ealled it his own,
was the first enemy of the human race ; and
that he who was foolish enough to recognize
the claim, was the second. Later writers may
have given an ampler development of the sys-
tem, and a more logical coherence to its severul
parts; but, as in the sernion from the Mount,
is to be found the entire moral code of Chris-
tianity, so in the Gospel aceording to Jean
Jacques, a Grenevan Protestant, i3 contained, in
germ at least, the entire system of what we call

‘ Communism,”

'Thus the relation in which it stands to, what
the Witness ealls ““popery,” is not that of
clild to parent, but of rebel to sovereign. It
was “begotten of popery” in precizely the
same sense that Protestantizm was begotten of
the same parent; and if it would be incorrect
to speak of Calvinism as an * ill-favored brat”
—what in the opinion of many Protestants it
is—= hegotten of Popery’’-—because it had its
birth-place, and first made itsell’ conspicuons,
in I'rance previously a Catholic country, so is
it equally absurd to attribute a Catholic parent-
age to Communist.

e e <o

"Tue Brswor oF NEW JERskY oN Tem
PERANCE, — We have received and perused
with much interest, an address on this subject,
issued by the Rt. Rev. Dr. Bayley to the flock

committed to his charge, and which address is

now published in a pamphlet form at a very
low price. We trust that it may have a wide
circulation, and that its important rocom-
mendations may be taken to heart. It is issued
by the New Jersey Catholic Total Abstinence
Union. .

It i indeed a sad thing to find it recorded by
suck high authority as is the writer ol the
Address before us, that, in spite of all that has
been said and done of late years, in spite of

Temperance Societies and Prohibitory Liquor

Laws, wntemperance is ‘actually on the increase |

in the U. States. ¢ In our own country ¢ says
the Bishop,” notwithstanding 21l that has been
doae to impede its progress, it is rapidly gain-
ing ground, surroundieg us, and advancing
upon us from all sides, like a great firc on the
prairie, striking fear into our souls” The
Bishop has but little confidence in the efficacy
of legislutive enactments to arrest the progross
of the plague :—

T am sorry to say that I have little con-
fidence in legislative enactments as a means of
checking this evil among us. Prohibitery Laws
have been found to be of little benefit. In
Scotland, where all places of recreation, and all
taverns, are strictly closed on Sunday, there is
more drunkenness on that day, than on all the
other duys of the week put together.” p. 3.

Still His Lordship is of opinion that «a
striet regulation of licenses, and a real inspec-
tion of liquors would do a great deal for tem-
perance ;'’ but as he does not expect that these
measures will be adopted, he exhorts to indi-
vidual efforts; and above all to the diligeat use
of the means which religion places within our
reach and which if' faithfully resorted to will
prove efficacious against intemperunce, and sli
the other moral diseases to which man is
subject.

Tue “ Cmvien Tives” ox Dissent.—The
Church Times is au organ of' the Aunglican de-
nomination, aud cutertains a very poor opinion
of the ether branches of the Protestant Church,
especially of that branch which it calls Dissent,
We suppose that under that title it does not
inclnde the Uniturian and other Liberal
Branches of the Protestant Church, but only
those scets which arrogate to themselves the
title of evangelienl.  Of these the Church
Times, (uoted by 1lis Lordship the Bishop of
Liverpool, thus expresses its opinion :—

* We have only lo run our eyes over any parish
register in England, and we shall find that the pro-
gress of dissent and of bastardy is concurrent, If
we know the date at which disscnt entered the
parish, we know that from that date the number of
illegitimate births will steadily increase. 'T'hecause
of this is in the terching of the Lutheran doctrine
of faith, preached so seriously in the Methodist and
Independent chape ls—au doctrine which, from an q
priori view, we should suppose caleulated to ruin the
morals of those who embraced it,and which atatistics
have proved to e prrnivious intheextreme, What,
indced, can be expected from rude, ignorant people,
who are bidden

Cast your deadly doing down,
Down nt Jesus’ feet,
and ark agsured, in the words of the hymn they
roar forth, that i
Doing is a deadly thing,
Doing ends in 1leath,
but they will put in practice what they hear and
sing, and cheat, swindle, and tornicate without com-
punction, knowing that they are justified frecely with-
out the works of that law which bids “Thon shalt
not steal ; thou shalt not » commit adultery, merely
to convince a man of sin, and not by any meuns as
laying down a rule of ohservance 27
——— .

Ovr OLp Worax's DErARTMENT.—This,
as our readers may be aware, is made up of ex-
tracts from the “goudie” stories, and literature
of the cooventicle, wherewith the Montreal
Witness edifies its readers. The subjoined ig
vich in its way, aud we reproduce it from the
columns of our contemporary, as o specimen of
cvangelicul modesty. The subject. is how o
“eullerd pussen’’ was recognized on hoard a
steamboat as a saint by bis head marks ;—

Un my passage up the Mississippi River from
Devenport, I observed a neatly dressed old colored
man, whose saintly appearance induced me to accost
hin with the question, “You are journeying, my
friend, to thut good land of everlasting rest, are vou
not ¥’ . :

His dull-eye kindled, ag lovking wp, he replied
with emphasis, © Dat is my daily occupation.”

Satisfied with that comprehensive answer, we con-
veraed together of the kingdem, when again [asked,
“How did T know you were w Christian?  ‘Though
perfect stranger to me, I felt sure you were a disciple
of Jesus. How do you think, I knew it 7 -

“ You know'd it by the snark,” Le replied. “De-
Seriptur tells of de saints having a mark in dar fore-
headw. You knosred it by de mark.”

We understund that arrangements huve been
entered into by Ilis Xlounor the Mayor, and
the Dircctor of the Grand Trunk Railway, for
bringing wood to Moutreal. The wood will
be purchased neur Acton; und 2 depot
for its reception will e established noar Point
St- Charles whenco it will be sold at u lew
price for the use of' the poor; the arrunge.
meut will come into operation within a few
days.  The thanks of the commuiiity are justly
due, both to our cxcellent Mayor, and to Mr.
Brydges for their consideration of the poor,
e e e
To what a level of degradation the drinking
of intoxicating liquors may reduce its'victims,
we have an example in a story that our readers
will find in another column; and which records
the hideous fact, that the other day, a woman,
a slave to the beastly hebit, was fourd in-a
cellar, dead, and her body partly devoured by
rats: whilst living in the same vile hole were'
discovered, her brother-in-law and his wife,
both beastly ‘drunk, If facts like these, and
they ure by no meuns rare, suflice not to inspire
a disgust for liquor drinking, we know not
what will accamplish that object,
.
OnrprxarioN.—On Saturday last His Lord.
ship, the Bishop of St. Hyacinthe, conforred,
in the Iotel Diou of that city the order of
Dencon on the Rev. M. Decellcs,

Saturduay the 23rd {xltimo, His Lordship the
Bishop of Montreal conferred the following
orders: °*

A. Cherrier, G. Whittaker of Montreal ; 3.
J. McMillan of Gharlottetown ; W. Hines of
Hartford :
Toronto.

M. J. D. Chervier, J. J. Mucdonald of Chiar.
lottetown ; 'J. M. G. Munning of Hulifax ; .)
P. Wadel of Hamilton; P. F. Doyle of Hay,
ford;. J. Bowes, P. Lemdn of London; D, .
MecGrath of Springfield; J. Marray of &
Johm N.B., M. J. McLoughlin of 8t, Ioujs,

dit Larose, M. A. Valois, P. Gedin dit Chay.
tillon, I. T. A Doin ; J. Brennan of Albany
M. A, Kelleher, J. F. Mundy, W. A, Keuealf
of Boston; W, J. Brennan of Hamilton, D, .f,
Cremin of Hartford ; L. J. Cusey of Kingston ;
F. J. Connolly, C. J. Cronin, J. T. Sheehan or
Hartford; H. J. Gibney of ’l‘oroixto'; C.®
Loecher of Varennes.

M. J. Callagkan ; J. Keehan of Hartford : "
B. Lotz of London. . i

T. M. Carroll, P, Peissant, S. Roulean of
Montreal; A. J. Brady of Hartford,

conferred the order ot Priesthood on the Rer,
MM. St. Laurent and Gagne ; Minor Orders
on MM. Fortier and Vigent; whilst at tl,e
snme time the nndernamed received the Tan. |
sure, MM. Cote and Dube, ':

OrpivaTIONS.—Ip the Grand Semina;}- ou
; : H

The following received the Tonsure—M, M

J. Egan, F. F. Robleder nf

Mivor Orpers.—M. M. A, M. Bedurq

Stp-Disconare—M. M, P. Q. Chagnon

Diacovate.—Rev. M. M. D. C. Levesqnu

PriesTuoon.—Rev, M, M. T. A. Thibauls,

el

On Saturday, 23rd ult., Mgr. de Rimouski,

—_—————— e . ~

“*The justly celebrated Dr. Marshall, autkor
of the work * Christiun Missions,” apd ta
whom is attifbuted the ¢ Comedy of Conveca.
tion,” is at present lecturing in the U, States,
It is much (o be desired that he would visis
Canada.

PresETATION.—After  Grand  Mass

[R11%

Sunday at St. Patrick’s Church the mewbers of
the Choir asscmbled in the Saeristy of the
Church and presented Mr. Fowler, the Organist,
with a very handsome and valuable ring ;mcom-
panied by an appropriate eddress.
returned thunks to the members of the Chojr
for this nnexpected token of respect for him and
hopinz to still continuo in their esteom,

Mr. Fowler

e el e

The Res. Mr. O'Brien, of Brockville, wis

presented by his congregation on Christmas da
with a donation of 8450, '

e s

ST, PATRICK'S SO0METY.—The charitable

Committee of this Society met on Saturduy
night, and distributed relief to over 60 distrose.
ed families,

— -

Al :
Tur Mission v Orrawa.—The holy ex-

ercises o' the mission were opened on Sunduv
Dec. 10th, and brought to a close on Wedncé.
day the 20th. Four sermons were preached
daily, aud the Cathedral—hy far the largest
sacred edifice in the city—was crowded to cx.
cess at euch servien. With the exception of
the Iate Doctor Cahill, Father Damen is un-
doubtedly the ablest preacher who ever visited
Ottawu; bis arguments are numerous and per-
suasive, his style easy, natural, suited o the
learned and un-Jearned alike.
troversial sermmon ¢ The Catholic Church (he
only truo Church,” has been printed in g ueat
pamphlet and is now distributed all over the
country, [n this lecture, the fallzcy of private
interpretation is clearly shown, and the crthe
doxy of tho Church established from reason and
the Scriptures,
ism and « large oumber of wanderers brought
back to the fold are the result of the lubors of
the Jesuit Tathers,
and his companions, the following clergymen
were employed us assistants during the exer-
cises: Revds, J. O'Conaor, M, Molloy, and R.
Yaure of the Cashedral, Revds, JJ. C6llins and
J. Sheeky of St. Patrick’s, Revd. J. Lavin of
Pakenkam wnd P. Cascy of Arnprior.

His- great con-

Nine converts from Protestunt-

Besides Father Dawnen

The Trish Catholios of Ottawa retura thanks

to the Nociety of Jesus for sending three of the
rmost renowned missionaries to their assistance.
and also to the Rovd. J. O'Connor D. D. whe
wits the mnin promoter of the mission.

Mark.

§TT—— e

W'ILLLAMETOWN.——The‘young ladies of the

"Convent of Notre Dame, gave on St Stephen'sv'
night, o highly amusing and successful Soirie.,

The programme was well choson, and the

virious picees of vocal and instrumental music
were rendered with a taste and brillianecy
seldom surpassed in similar Tnstitutions, Two
very pretty dramas, & Gielic song and a gorgeons
Tebleaw. Vivont added ‘much to the charms of
this delightful evening,

The Rev. Olergy of the surrounding parishes,

anid x large and lighly respeotable sudience houi-
ored the cntertainment with thoir prosence, and
froquently testified, during the Concert, the
pleasure ufforded them by the - talentad pet-



