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MNEWS OF THE WEEK.

The elections are over. The Queen and family
are gone a pleasuring, and the country is fast settling
‘down again into its ordinary quiet and business like
habits.  Politicai news from England there is none;
even the politico-religious controversy which so Jong
has kept the nation in hot water, has lost its charms;
and with the thermometer varying from 80° to 90°
in the shade, the Maynooth question is voted a bore.
"The opening of the Session is announced for the third
week in October.

The sight of a real Synod of real Catholic
Bishops, meeting together to deliberate upon the
affairs of the Church, without asking the sanction of
Queen, or Parliament, or First Lord of the Treasury,
has roused to action the clergy of the government
church, and elicited from the corpse of the state
ostablishment a series of convulsive spasms, bearing
a remote resemblance to fife. ¢ The Convocation,”
in the words of Dr. Wilberforce, “is to be awakened
from its trance.” % Convocation,” repeats Professor
ITussey, * can be no longer left dormant without se-
rious evil.”? ¢« Convocation,” exclaim the Protestant
clergy of the diocese of Exeter, ¢ must be revived, and
the chains which fetter the church must be stricken
off.” This sounds very fine ; but we are too well used
to the fine words of the Protestant establishment to
attach any importance to them. ¢ Convocation shall
not he revived” is the answer given by the people to
the demands of the Anglican clergy, and the voice of
the people is the louder, and will be obeyed. Some
tittle bluster there may be at the opening of Parlia-
ment : some humble supplications to her Majesty “ to

‘grant the royul license, that Convocatioa may pro-
ceed to business”—but the bluster will sink into
silence ; the humble supplicaticn will be contemptu-
ansly refused—the long suffering divines will quietly
saparate, and the revival of Convocation will be as
far off as ever. ‘I'he High Churchmen who are now
slamonring for Convocation, know this well ; they
iknow that there is no danger of the crown granting
threir humble request, and that the House of Com-
mous will not abandon its absolute control over the
church, as by Jaw established ; and it is because they
know this, and are well assured that they will rot be
allowed to cut their own threats, that they are soloud |
in their demands for the knife.  The re-assembly of
Convocation would, as has been ably shown by Dr.
Sumner, be the death blow of the establishment.
« It will cause great disappointment, or great excite-
ment’—great disappointment, and much laughter, if
it does nothing—great excitement, irreconcileable
animosity, and the secession either of High, or
Liow, Church party, if it does something. If An-
glicans are wise, they will ponder well the reasons
ziven by the Government Primate for refusing to
use his influence for the revival of Convocation,
and thank God that such a dangerous plaything is, by
the wisdom of the House of Commons, kept out of
their hands.

On our second page will be found o report of the
inquest on the bodies of the victims of the Sixmile-
bridge tragedy. We will refrain from any cotmment
upon the proceedings until such time as the whole
zvidence 15 before the public. Mr. Delmege, the
magistrate who accompanied the troops, positively
denies having given the orders to fire.

The convention of the Northern powers, which
“appeared in the London Morning Chronicle, is
penerally pronounced a forgery. The Univars treats
the subject as doubtful, and without affirming or de-
nying the existence of such a convention between
. the great Northern powers of Europe, declares that
ihe production of such a document “would be the
wnst veady means of bringing about the event which
it was intended to prevent’”—the re-establishment of
rhe hereditary empive, in the person of Louis Napo-
iron.  The general feeling in favor of the Prince
President would, continues the Unsvers, “be increased
by foreign opposition, and many, who now hold aloof
irom him, would join with him if' lie were threatened
vy foreigners, and cry with the multitude—Let him
reign, decnuse foreigners do not wish him to de so.”
The conclusion of the same article, which bears the
menature of M. Veuillat, the editor in chief of the
finivers, is remarkable for the spirit of Ditter hostility
nyainst Xngland which it breathes—a spirit which it
declares to be almost universal amongst Freachmen,
~*in ook upon Iingland, not only as their ancient
imveditary foe, as their most dangerous military and
«<dmmercial rival, but as the arch-eneiny of Catho-
ticity, and as the great fomenter of heresy and revo-
fution on the continent:—

Tu Trance, notwithstanding all the mizfortunes and all the
bitter recollections of theinvasion, there 15 wo national or rooted
fatred, excepting against England. Forty years of pesce
have not weakened that feeling which every Frenchman seems.
o carry with him in coniing into the world. Louis Phillippe
Fahored for twenly vears to soften it, and he only succeeded in
eceusing it Among the people it is instinetive—Among the
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‘upper classes, wherever Protestantism : and philosophism have
not, so to speak, changed the nature of Frenchmen; it is a fix-
ed principle. 'In more than one mind, and in more than one
intelligence, which believed that it'had conquered the feeling,
it re-appears 2ll of a sudden as ardent as it can be in the hearts
of the old sailors of our coasts—ihe ‘ancient captives in.the
English hulks. That feeling, too legitimate, alas! will some
day or other change the face of the world, There is nonation,
no sovereign, that ought not doubly fear that he might not turn
it on himself.- Ttis the destiny of France to be called upon
sooner or later to. fight hand-to-hand the great enemies of
Ghristian civilization, Hers was the first sword raisedt against
Arianism, the first agamst Islamism, England is the principal
inheritor of all the hatred and of all the plans_ of the eternal
heresy, and it is France which will give to that country the
cenquering blow. The European powers who would wish to
awiert that blow, to adjourn, that justice, conspire against them-
selves., : oo : S

The first session of the new Parliament was opened
on Thursday the 19th, by his Exeellency the Gover-
nor General. On Triday the Governor delivered the
following speech:— :

Ilonoradls Getlemen of the Legisiative Councel,

Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,—

I have much pleasure in meeting you, in order that we may
unite our endeavors to the promotion of the interests of the
Province. . :

Notwithstanding the decp interest occasioned by n general
clection, the utmost tranquillity has, I am happy to inform you,
prevailed throughout the Province during the period whiclh has
elapsed since the close ot the last session of Parliament.

I am cnabled, under these favorable circumstances, again to
corgratulate Parliament on the prosperity of the Province.
Provincial securities continue to rise steadily in value, and
the returns of the census recently completed, farnish most
satisfactory evidence of the advancemont of the colony in
wealth and population. -

The estimated deficieney in the postal revenue has not been
exceeded, although greatly extended accomodation has been
aflorded to the public by the establishment of additional Post
Otlices and increased postal service.  There is reason to believe
that before long the receipts of the department will balance the
expenditure.

Another heavy calamity has, however, [ am greatly concern-
cd to state, befallen the Provinee, in the destruction by fire of
a large portion of the important city of Montreal. I am con-
fident that you will bestow vour best consideration on any
measures that may be proposed to you for the purpose of miti-
galing iis effects.

The importance of placing the currency of B. N. America
on a uniform basis, and ef intreducing the decimal system, has
been frequently recognised by parliament. A measurc will be
submitted for your consideration, which will, I have reason 1o
believe, promote the accomplishment of the object.

I shall caunse such doguments to be placed before you, as will
put you fully in possession of the steps which I have taken
during the recess, with the view ol giving eflect to the inten-
tions of 1he Legislature, embodied in the Acts passed fast Ses-
sion for prometing the constraction of Railways. I have en-
deavored in these proceedings, to act in so far as circumstances
have permitted, in concert with the Lieut.~-Gouvernors of the
Lower provinces.

In connexion +ith these works, and with the subject of
public improvements generally, the position of bonds issned on
the credit of the Municipalities of Upper Canada, merits atten-
tion. The security afiorded to holders of such bonds under the
Municipal Aets now in force in that part of the Provinee, is of
a very ample and satistactory description. 1t isnot improbable,
however, that your wisdom may devise measures, which,
without materially altering their charaeter, may tend 1o
enhance their value in the market,

The importance of establishing direct Stezun communication
between Great Britain and the Ports of Quebec and Montreal,
has been repeatedly pressed on the Government, by persons
interested in the commetce of the Provinee,

The subject which has a material bearing on the prospects
of Emigration, and the reduction of freights in the Si. Law-
rence, has engaged my anxious attention during the recess. A
plan for the attainmoent of the object in view, which willy I
trust, meel your approbation, will be submited for your consi-
deration.

I shall lay before you, a dispatch which I have received
from the principal Secrumrgr of State for the Golonies, com-
munteating the views of the Imperial Government, in refer-
cnce to the Clergy Reserves, and stating the grounds on
-which Her Majesty’s Ministors refrained from introducing a
measure into the lmlperial Parliament during its last session,
for the repeal of the 1mperial Statute on this subject.

Gentlemen of the Legislativo Assembly,—

The condition of the revenues is satisfactory, and indicates
f}enera[ prosperity among the consnming population of the
rovinee. 1shall direct the accounts for the past, and the
cslimates for the current vear, to belaid before you, and I rely
on your readiness to grant such supplies as may be necessar
for the maintenance of the credit of the Province, and the elli-
ciency of the public service. :
Ilonoraile Gentlemen, and Gentlemeny—

Various subjects of much importance 10 the interests of the
Province will, nu doubt, engage your autention during the ses-
! sion, which is now commencing.

An addition 1o the representation seems o be called for by
the incrensing populaiion of the Province, and the rapid deve-
lopment of some of its more recently setled districts.

It is probable that, thréugh the instrumentality of the muni-
cipa) system, now in full operation in Upper Canada, and of
the Assessmment Law, you may be enabled 1o establish an effi-

electors in that part of the Province. In connection vpith-tins
subject, I recommend for your consideration the claitus of
certain classes of occupiers now exciuded from he franchise,
on whoim, there s reason to believe, it may be conferred wilth
interest to the public.

The interests of agricultnre are entittedto the special care
and attention of Government, in a country where so large a
%oninn of the community is employed in agriculturat pursuits.
The absenge of any suflicient provision for obtaining currect
statistica! information respecting the productions of the coun-
try, and for diflusing knowledge which may be serviceable
buth 10 thuse engaged in agricalture, and to persons proposing
to become setlers, have heen long a subject of complamt.
do not doubt that vou will bestow your best consideration on
any unobjectionable measurc that may be suggested for re-
medying this defect, and perfecting the more speedy setilement
of unoccupicd lands, in both sectioas of e Proviuee.

It is probable that gricvances, which arc alleged to exist
under the feudal tenure that obtains in certain parts of Lower
Canada, may engage your attention. [ am confident that, in
dealing wtly this subject, which is one of great delicacy, you
will ruanifest a scrupulous regard for rights of property which
huve been acquired and exercised in good faith, and with the
sanction, tacit or declared, of the legal tribunals of 1he Pro-
vince.

The arrangements uow in force in both sections of the Pro-
vince, for the maintensnce of indigent paticnts congigned to
the Lunatic Asylum, appear to be, I regret to observe, in some
respects, defective. Lhe care of these unfortunate persons,
involves considerations of humanity ot the highest order, and
{ confide in your readiness to bestow your best attention on
any measure that may be submitted to you for the remedy of
this evil.

In all the meusures which you may adopt for the promotion
cof the Province, and the happiness and contentment of the
people, you may rely on my zealous co-operation, and 1 shall
not now further detain you from the impertant duties in wlich
you are about W engage, only o express my huinble bope,
that the Almighty may render our etlorts etlicacious for the
public goud.

i The Catholics of Upper Canada are zoing the
[ right way to work to obtain a vedress of the griev-
ances under which they have long labored. A peti-

tion, which has been approved of by his Lovdship the
! Bishop of Toronto, pointing out tie injustice of the
i Scliool Law as it at present exists, has heen adopted
i by the Catholic Tnstitute, and is pow receiving the

cient and inexpensive mode of registering Parliumentary -

‘signatures .of the . Catholics : of the diocese. The
Toronto DMirror-has some very severe.remarks upon
Mr. Egerton Ryerson, the Superintendent of Edu-
cation for Upper Canada, and the great advocate for
‘the mixed or godless system.  Of Mr, Ryerson we
know nothing, further that it is commonly reported
that he belongs to some Methodist sect or another
but it does strike us a most monstrous anomaly, that
a_Methodist should be allowed to have any influence,
directly or indirectly, over the education of Catholic
children : an anomaly so monstrous that we hope that
the Cathalics of Upper Canada will not submit to it
much longer.

‘We are glad te learn from our cotemporary that
the indefatigable Bishop of Toronte has succeeded
in founding, in his Episcopal city, two Catholic edu-
cational establishments.  « The one a Lesser Semi-
nary, corresponding to those in Catholic countries,
and appropriated to the exclusive education of boys
not under twelve years, who manifest any marked
aptitude for the holy ministry. ¢ ~ =+ The other
is a Secular College for young men, similar to the
Pensionate, under the charge of the Christian Bro-
thers, which has given such unqualified satisfaction in
New York.” These establishments will be open for
the reception of students in the month of October
next: the terms are moderate.

The news by the Atlantic is of little interest. The
troubles springing from the disputes about the rights
of « Fishery” have caused a slight depression in the
funds, but an amicable settlement of the question is
pretty generally espected. A great meeting for the
velief of the sufferers in Montreal by the late fire
was to come off in London on the 11th inst. The
Propontis steamer has brought news from the Cape
of (vood Hope up to the 26th of June; affairs are
said to be looking well nigh desperate. The enemy
was establishing himself in the strong ground near
Uitenhage and Tort Llizabeth, and disorder, dan-
ger, and actual war have become general for fifty
miles or more on hoth sides of a border line some
150 miles in length. We read also of convoys in-
tercepted, and mmmunition waggons captured by the
Caffres.

The account of another steam-boat accident, by
which 200 lives have been lost, will be found in our
Canadian news. By the oflicers of the Atlantic this
calamity is attributed to the dense fog which pre-
railed at the time of the collision with the Ogdens-
burgh Propeller, whilst the mate of the latter de-
poses before the Coroner’s jury that steam-boat lights
were visible for a distance of three miles; thus leav-
ing us to draw the corclusion that this deplorable ac-
cident was the result of a {ubberly look-out on the
part of the ecrew of one of the vessels. Ata meet-
ing of the survivors of the passengers, a resolution
strongly condemning “ the gross neglect and criminal
misconduct of the owners of the steamboat Atluntic,
in not providing proper facilities to aflord passengers
on board the means of saving their lives,” was passed.
Amongst the names of those that perished we find
that of Miss Duff from Montreal.

Tt would be a great mistake fo suppose that the
controversy between Catholicity and Protestantism
is, at the present day, simply a religious controversy
—that it takes cognisance solely of doctrinal differ-
ences, and articles of faith. It may have been so
once, but it is so ne longer; and the Catholic who
should hope to overthrow the objections of his Pro-
testant adversary, by any purely logical process, by
convincing him of the unreasonableness of his objec-
tions to any of the characteristic dogmas of Catho-
ticity, would find himseli grievously mistaken. Itis
not against Catholicity as a religious—but against
Catholicity as a great political and soeial—organisa-
tion, that the attacks of the Non-Catholic world are
principally directed ; it is as a political and social or-
ganism, claiming the right of regulating and controlling
every action of man, in the state and in the family,
as a member of the bady pelitic, as father of a {amily,
and as a private individual, that Catholicity is espe-
cially obnoxious. Protestants could forgive us Pa-
pists our helief in the Real Presence, Purgatory, and
the Fnvocation of Saints, if we would but refrain
fram asserting the supremacy of the spiritual over
the civil, of the Church over the State,of God over
man in every situation and condition of life.

“This controversy® says the Témmes, € is hut a portion of; or
an offset from, the cternal contest between the power of the
law and the power of the Church—between eivil righty and
clerieal duthoritv—which rages without distinctron of creed in
all the States of Christendom. * * * Every where the
battle is fought under the standard of clerieal authority against
civil independence.  The question lies, %ot beteween this and
that ereed, but between ngtional sovereignty, and Romish sub-
jection—hetween the power ofevery State and people to govern
and legislate as it thinks fit, and the surrender of thal power
to an ceenit but universal ascendancy, which aspires to convert
alt lands and nations into the provinces, and the slaves of its
spiritual dominion. * * The authority of Rome is directly
opposed to the duties of legal obedicnce, s dufined by the nu-
twonal legisiarure, and to the fealty of the subject w the State
and to the Crown. That is the ground on which we are bound
by the love we bear to the rights of natienal independence, to
resist every form of Popish interference.”

So speaks the Non-Catholic in the T.ondon of
Victoria—so of old spoke and argued the Pagan
philosophers and statesmen in the Rome of Nero.
Catholics to-day, as Christians then, are represented
as the enemies of the human race, as traitors to the
State, because they will not join in the ery—« We
will have no king but Cewmsar”—because they do re-
cognise a Fligher Law than the law ol the State—
because they do not admit the right of any State or
of any people “to govern and legislate as it thinks
Jit ;7 but on the contrary, loudly assert, that it is the
duty of every State, and of every people, to govern
and legislale in accordance with the Will of God,
which Will can be known only through the teaching
of His Church, and that it is ouly when so legislating
and so governing, that legislation or government has
any claim to our respect or obedience. Yopery is to

be resisted because it preaches the duty of submission,

on the part.of all.men—kings and people—to the
% Higher powers,” and denies that the w3/l, either of
king or people, is to be accepted as the lex suprema.

We have quoted the Zumes, the great Jupiter
Tonans of the Nan-Catholic press, in support of our
views of the purely political and social nature of the
Catholic and Protestant controversy. "Itis but a
step from the Tiémes to the Montreal Witness ; but
in the one, as in the other, do we find the same ob-
jections urged against Catholicity, and sprigging from¢
the same motives; put forward by the one, boldly add
powerfully, by the other, covertly and feebly—but
still in both, Catholicity is objected to, not so much
as a false religion, as a powerful political and social
organism ; because of the influence which it exer-
cises in the State and in the family, over the educa-
tion of youth, the authority of husband and of father,
at the hustings and in the Senate.

We will not seek to clear the Church from the
reproach of possessing, and of exercising a powerful
influence over our political and social system, over
the State, and over the family. Influence, of itself,
means nothing ; indeed our cotemporary bas no ob-
jection to influence in the abstract: be would desire
only to substitate one influence for another—the in-
fluence of the conventicle for the influence of the
Church—the influence of the Gospel, as he under-

stands it, for the influence of the Gospel, as the

Catliolic Church espounds it—the influence of the
demagogue, the infidel and tract-pedlar, for the influ-
ence of the Bisbop and Priest ; and it is because be is
unable to accomplish this that he rails with so much
good will against the influence of Popery. Influencc
may be good ; and if legitimately acquired, and rightly
exercised—as, if acquired from God, and esercise!
under His direction, it must be—it is a blessing to
the community which is subject to it, it is a cause of

 praise and honor, and not of reproach, to those who

have so aecquired, and so exercise it. To the ve-
proaclies therefore, of our cotemporary, against the
influence of the Catholic Clergy in Canada, we think
it suflicient to reply that, as influence is not malum
per se, it behoves him to show that the influence of
which he complains, is an improper influence—unduly
acquired, and perniciously exercised. Until he shall
have succeeded in so doing, he will excuse us for
treating Lis declamations against clerical influence as
what, in the vernacular, 1s called “ blathey;” the
French Canadians would say « blague”—a word
whiclt we hope our pious cotemporary will endeavor
to remember: it is short, but very expressive.

The Boston T'raveller bas the following rabii
eflusion against Popery, in which we know not whick
to admire the more—the writer’s singularly Protest-
ant notions of charity, or the impudent mendacity of
his anonymous correspondent—¢ A Protestant Cler-
gymar.” Wy does not the rev. gentleman, if there
be such a man in Montreal, and if he be not a mere
myth, why does he not give his name, and substantiate
his charge against the Catholic Clergy?

“ MosTREAL SUFFERERS.—Some fears have been expressed
by our correspondents that the money sent irom the States, for
the relief of the sufferers by the fate fire at Montreal, might be
used to subserve the interests of Popery. Our own convictions,
however, have been, that care would be taken by the Protes-
ants of Montreal to prevent that. A private letter from Montreal,
from a source entitled to the utmost confidenee, compels s to
fear that we have been altogether too charitable. [L wonld
seem, that the priests have got the handling of the money sent
for the relief of the sutferers, and that, as usual, they manag.,
the business 50 28 to promote 1he interests of Mother Church.
We are allowed to make the following extract from the letter
referred to:—¢ The money for the relief of the sufferers goes
through the hands of the Priests. They help whom they please.
and thus inercase their influence. Though much of this money
is contributed Ly the Protestanty, several instances have come
under Mr. ——— [a Protestant Clergyman’s] notice ot Pro-
testants applying for help, and the Priesis refusing it, giving as
the reason, that as Protestants they ought to be ashamed to
cwine 1o them.?

The Montreal Herald has some very pertinent and
liberal remarks upon the above, which we have much
pleasure ig copying into our columns. We feel
thankful to our cotemporary for his vindication of the
maligned Catholic Clergy, and trust that the opera-
tions of the ¢ Relief Committee” will continue to be
conducted apon the same hiberal basis as they hitherto
liave been; and that the spirit which would induce
men to look narrowly info the religious opinions of a
suflering brother, instead of relieving his pressing
necessitics, and male orthedoxy of belief the indis-
pensable quaiification for receiving charitable assisi-
ance in this season of wide-spread calamity, may be
quickly frowned down Dby all honest men of all de-
nominations :—

“ We shall use no huysh language, although the provacation
might justify o very severe rebuke. It is well known here that,
front the systemn adopted by the Relief Committer, the ¢ severai
instances” which it is alleged, ¢ have come under Mr. ———-
(a Protestant elergyman’s) notice’ could not possilbly have oc-
curred.  Our friends in  Boston may rely upon ity that the
¢source’ of the Travelfer’s information is ulterly unworihy o
any confidence whatever. They may also rest assured, that 1
is not the religious persaasion, but the losses and wants of the
suflerers, by which the relief affirded them is regulated. Al
the clergy of the eity, Protestant, Catkolic and Jew, are onthe
relicving Sub-Cominittecs, of which one is attuched to cach
congregation. It is, therefore, as we have snid,‘ahsur(.l te sup-
pose that sufitring Protestants should apply to Catholic priests
{or nasistance, and slanderevs to atribute {he innguage tothem
queted by the Lraveller. We have no wish, however, to de-
ceive our Protestant friends in the United States, and, if their
sympathies are limited by their religious faith, and, before es-
tending relief to a suflering fellow-ereature, they must be-
sutisfied of the orthodoxy of his belief—why, they hod betier
keep their money in their pociicts; for, a3 cerntninly three-
fourths of the suflerers belong to the Chuzch of Rome, probably
35 9d of every dollar contributed to the fund—*althongh much
of this money is contributed by the Proteslams’—wﬁl go lo-
wards relieving their wants, and, so fir, ¢ promote the interests
of Mother Chaurch.? #

Will the Herald join us in calling upon the # Pro-
testant Clergyman” to come forlh in the face of
day, and make good, or else retract bis charges against
the Priests, Until this is done we can only conclude,
that one of the “ Protestant Clergymen” of Montreal
is a lying and malignant slanderer.  'We hope, that,
it the slanderer won’t come forward, in justice (o
themselves, his brethren will repudiate the statements

of the Boston Traveller.



