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THE CHUROH GUARDIAN:

A Sect is, strictly speaking, a body which un-
duly magnifies some special doctrine for the
sake of which it was led into separation, and
which makes this doctrine a test of orthodoxy
and a torm of Communion. Often other im-

ortant doctrines are left out of view. A true
doctrine, held and emphasized without regard
to the analogy of the Faith, may become al-
most, if not quite, a heresy. Sometimes the
peculiarity of the Sect is simply a denial.
There is something you must not believe if you
would become a member. You must not believe
the Deity of Jesus Christ, if you would join a’
TUnitarian Society. You must nst be a Calvin-
ist, if you join the Body whose fundamental
tenet is Free Will.  If you would join any sect
of Baptists, you must not believe in infant
Church membership. Catholic is comprehensive.
A Church that is Catholic cannot exclude re-
penting sinners, frusting in Christ and profess-
ing to “believe all the articles of the Christian
Jaith ascontained in the Apostles’ Creed.” The
(atholic does not exalt non-essentials into fun-
dumentais. A Catholic Church makes no now
terms of Communion. Il receives all who
would be received by Christ. If any Church,
as the Roman, does not do this, its Catholicity
is so fur imperfect. It stands on Scctarian
ground. No Sect, as such, can be Cuatholic, for
10 Scct could embrace all true Christians. This
comprehensive character is essential to true
Catholicity.

1. As to our last point a definition must
suilice. The Church is ArosToLnIic. as “continu-
ing steadiastly in the Apostles’ Doctrine and
fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in the
prayers” (Acts ii, 43). The Doctrine of the
Church as the Apostles received it, and as once
for all delivered ; fellowship in the organisation
which they establixhed, as the Lord, betore His
uscension, taught them when “speaking of the
things pertaining to the Kingdom of (rod”
Acts i, 4), and as His Spirit guided them,
bringing 1lis words to remembrance, and de-
termining their application ; participation of
the Sacramental elements by which we feed
upon 1lis Body and Blood ; and the public ser-
vice of Common Prayer and Liturgy after
Apostolic precept and example : these mark a
Chureh’s Apostolicity.

In conclusion, I would remind you that the
glory of & Churchman is in being 1TRULY 2
Christian, Jle may belong to a Church which
is IToly, Catholic and Apostolic, and one with
the Church which was gathered at Jerusalem,
in an unbroken succession through tho ages,
and yet tail of Salvation at the last. e may

belong to the narrowest and most heretical of | £

Sects, or may be of a Church that is well nigh
apostate, and yet be chosen of God to be crown-
ed with those who “come up out of greai
tribulation.”  You belong to a Church which
has every mark of the true Church of Christ.
1t is an cxceedingly precious privilege. The re-
kulls should be seen in your lives. It will all be
in vain that you call yourselves Catholics, ur
Ly any other name that might seem to recom-
mend you, if you are not wn lLiving union with
Christ, and if you do not love and serve Him.—
From Lecture I of the Church and its Apostolic
HMinestry.

CONTUUATION OF CANTERBURY.
We take the following extracts from the
report given by The Family Churchman of the
proceedings of the last Convoeation :
Tur HoxorarRy DEscoNs QUESTION.
The Bishop of London, presented a report in
the Upper House from a committee of the Up-

per House on the Deacons (Church of England)
Bill, introduced into the House of Commons
by Mr. Sydney Gedge. The committee remin-
ded the House that in February, 1584, a regolu-

tion was passed by the Upper House on the
subject of the diaconate admitting thay, in view
of the overwhelming need of an increase in
the number of the ministry, and the impossi-
bility of providing sufficient endowments for
the purpose, it wus expedient to ordain to the

offico of deacon men possessing other moans .

of living, willing to aid the clergy gratunitously.
These were to be examined, and were not to
pass to the priesthood, unless they passed all
the examinations required in other candidatos,
and should have devoted their whole time for
four years to spiritual labour, The committee
of their Lordship's House pointed out thot in
this resolution ng change in the existing law
was suggested of alluded to. The commitleo
were now requeeted lo consider a proposal
which involved an alteration in existing laws,
and, if adopted, would allow Bishops to ordain
to the diaconate persons who might bo engagred
in trade or in business. In regard to thisim-
portant change, tho committce begged leave
to report that though, on the one hand, the
example of St. Paul might be reforred to, and
an inference perhaps fairly drawn as to deacons
from the so-calied canons of the Aposties, and
even further a distinet encouragemont rocog-
nised in the canons of the Fourth Council of
Carthage, which permitted the whole clerical
order to supply their neceseities by the labour
of their own hands—and there was ovidence
that this was a common practico at least in the
African Chrrzh—on the other hand, the judg-
ment of the General Councils and the deduc-
tions of early canonists were expressly and dis-
tinety to the effect that none of those belonging
to any clorical order were to engage in secular
business or callings; and that this had been
in accordance with English feeling seemed
clearly indicated by the tenour of the restric-
tions in the 2st Hemry V1L, ¢ 13, and per-
haps by the expressions of the T5th and 7Gth
canons. And it was ovident that a broad dis-
tinction must be drawun between allowine or
encouraging clergymen to assist in maintaining
themsclves by secular labour, a4 St. Panl did,
and admitting to thesacred ministry men al-
ready devoted to secular occupations and pur-
posing to continue in their callings. The com-
mittecee thus could not recommend any relax-
ation of existing laws unless it could be shown
that tho necessity for doing so had passed into
the state of spiritual urgency, a state which
had evor been regarded by the Catholic Charch
as justifying departures from existing discip-
linary practice. That tho need was great, not
only in populous towns, but in scattered ham-
lets throughout country parishes, for an in-
crease of ordained ministers could not be de-
nied, but the measure proposed in law was so
sroat a depurture from long-continued practice
of the Catholic Church that the committee did
not judge it to be desirable at the present time
to take any step in regard fo facilitaling an
entry into the diaconate beyond that which
had already becn taken in the passing of the
cited resolution. Ifis Lordship moved the
adoption of the report, and the Bishop of Glou-
cestor and Bristol, seconded the motion.

Dracoxs anp Lay HeLnr.

The discussion which ensued was instinct
with genuine interest. Though the report net
general coacurrence, the Bishop of Winchester
reafilemed his opinion that there was nothing
in tho history of the early Church to preclude
the Church of to-day from assenting to the
principle of an order of persons who could fol-
Jow sccular engagements. He acknowledged
that there were great difficulties in the way,
from the fact that in this age seculur occupa-
tions were more absorbing than formerly, and
he acknowledged the force of the report as to
its being unadvisible at this time to move in
this matiter, The Bishop of Gloucester and
Bristol, declared that the sentiment of the an-
cient Church was expressed by the words V¢
clerici sweularibus negotiis se immisceant, and he
prossed that where any secular calling was por-

mitted in ancient times to the clergy it was of
a widely different character from what would
be the permitting clergymen to engagein trade
at the present day. The Bishop of Ely. the
Bishop of Oxford, the Bishop of Bath and Wells,
and the Bishop of Llandaff, spoke on the re-
port. The Archbishop, in closing the discus-
sion, said the whole history of the Church, he
held, was against the clergy engaging in secu-
lar labour for their means of living. He held
that it would be well to incroase the number of
lay readers and lay evangelists ; but for the
presont the Church should go no furthoer than
was provided by the resolution of 1884. The
report wag adopted.
Tux CATEQHISM AND THE CHURCH.

Canon Gregory presentod the Roport of the
Committeo on additions to the Catechism, oon-
tuining o number of questions and answers on
the Church. The adoption of the Report was
opposed by the Deans of Llandaff and Windsor
and Canon Bernard, and supported by the Dean
of Lincoln and Canon Bright. The discussion
was not concluded when the House adjourned
on Woednesday. The Iouse proceeded to fur-
ther consider the Report on Thursduy., Canon
(regory moved that the fiest proposed Question
and  Answer—' What mesnest thon by the
Church ?—I mean the Body of which Jesus
Christ is the 1lead, and of which purtis visible
hore upon earth, and part invisiblo”—be ap-
proved and adopted. The Deanof Llandaff
moved an amendment, bat it was rejocted by a
farge majority, and aftor o long discnssion, the
original anawor wus adoptod i the followinge
amendued terms:—* I meun the Body of which
Chirist is the Head, and of which [ was made u
member in my Buptism ; and of this body, part
is militant here oun earth, and part at rest in
Paradise awaiting the Resurrection.”  This do-
bite was marked by oue or Ltwo very interesting
spesches.  Archdeacon Farrar declured that if
the proposed answer referred to the Chureh of
Bugland, and not to the Church of Christ, ho
fur one would be no party Lo unchurching the
author of the “Pgrim’s Progress,” the author
of the hymn “Rock of Awes,” John Howard,
tho angel of prisons, or Lloyd Garrison, the
emancipator ot sluves, 1o took it thut the
great ungel whom Dante described, who sat
upon a threshold of Diamonds, and had the
sauling countenance, would pay little attontion
to the votes ot the Southern House of Convo-
cation. Canon Gregory repliod severoly that
in drawing up their Catechism, thoir iden wus
to instruet the children of our own Church,
and o leave out all thought of porsons vulside
pur own communion. He contended that the
question raised by the Archdeacon was outside
the question; but no one secomed to tuke cb-
jection to the introduction of & phrase which
detines the intermediate State,

Preacuting IN NoNCONFORMIST CHAPELS.

The Bishopstook into grave consideration the
articulus cleri on this “great scandal,” “detri-
mental to the spread of true religion,” and
“tending to hinder rather than promote the
unity of Christinn people.”” The Bishop of
Gloucester and Bristol deprecated any appoul
1o the law in order to prevent a ropetition of
the condact of Canon Wilberforce, and thought
that the Bishops ought simply to say a few
firm, gentle, and conciliatory words against
the practice of clergymen preacbing in Non-
conformist Chapels., The Bishop of Winchester
then entered upon a long and eloquent histori-
cal survey of the position of the Iinglish Church,
maintaing that the Church of England had re-
formed itself as a great nation and a great
Church, and that dissent was simply the nega-
tion of the principles of the Reformation. It
geomed to him, therefore, that those who be-
longed to the great Catholic Church of this
country were altogether inconsistent, and did,
to a certain extent, rebel against the principle
of the English Reformation, by joining in pub-
Jic worship with Nonconformists ; and, without
the slightest ill-will towards Nonconformists,



