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Upholds the Doctrines and Rubrics of the Prayer Book. .

"Crace be with ail them tbat lave our Lord-Jesus Christ In sincerity."-Eph. vi. 24.
"Earnestly contend for the faith whLch was once delivered unto the saints."-Jude 3.
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ECCLESIASTICAL NOTES.

APPRoAcHiNG RESIGNATION OF THE 11SHOr oF
LINcOLN.-As was foreshadowed in these columns
several weeks ago, the Bishop of Lincoln, Dr.
Christopher Wordsworth, bas, in consequence of
ill-health, decided to resign the Bishopric of
Lincoln. The following biographical notice of
the venerable prelate will lie read with interest:--

The Right Rev. Christopher Wordsworth, D.D.,
is the son of the Rev. Christdpher Wordsworth,
D.D., Master of Trinity College, Cambridge ; the
nephew of the poet Wordsworth; and the younger
brother of Dr. Chares Wordsworth, Bishop of St.
Andrew's. Ne was bora in t807, and was educated
at Winchester and at Trinity College, Cambridge,
where, he took, between 1827 and 1829, the Porson
prize, the Browne medal, was the Craven Scholar,
and came out as First Senior Classic, He took
his B.A. degree in 183c, his M.A. in 1833, and his
D.D. in 1839, and was made an honary D.C-L. of
Oxford in 187c. He took deacon's orders in 1833,
being ordained singularly enough by the Bishop of
Lincoln, and was admitted to the priesthood in the
following year by the Bishop of Carlisle. He was
a Fellow of Trinity and Public Orator. From
r836 te 1844 lie was H-ead Master at Hjîrow, and
in that year Si Robert Peel gave him a canonry of
Westminster, which lie held, with the Vicarage of
Stamford in the Vale, Berkcshire, to which lie was
appointed three years later, till in 1869 he was
nominated to the Bishopric of Lincoln, la succes-
sion to the present Bishop of London. In 1847
be was Hulsean Lecturer at Cambridge, and at the
election for the Chancellorship he took astrong part
in favor of Earl Powis, and when Earl Grey met him
with his two brothers (the Hon. and Revs. John
and Francis R. Grey) on the steps of the Senate
House, after they had voted against the Prince
Consort, bis lordship said, " There is a man who
was safe to have been a Bishop who bas delibe-
rately thrown away bis chance." Years later, when
Canon Wordsworth was told in bis study at West.
minster that the late Earl of Derby thought of no-
minating him to the See of Lichfleld, when Bishop
Selwyn at first refused it, he said: "If Her Majesty
should confer on me a deanery, much less a bishop-
ric, it would bet a Most magnanimous act. People
think the opposition to my preferment is the line
I have taken as to Dean Stanley, but it really is
my opposition to the late Prince Consort for the
Chancellorship." In the controversy betwecn the
Queen and the Earl of Beaconsfield as to appoint-
ments consequent on the death of Arclbishop
Longley, Lord Beaconsfield used to say that the
only change he got out of them was that the
Queen accepted the nomination of Dr. Wordsworth
to Lincoln. When he was appointed, his best
friends doubted if one of his studious habits, and of
whom it was said that he rarely slept out of his own
bed, could administer such a large Diocese as Lin-
coln satisfactorily. But these fears proved ground-
less. He put new life into the cathedral, restored
the Scho/re Cance//arii, over which he placed
Chancellor Benson, now the Primate, and there
scarcely a village which has not known bis pres-
ence and wise counsel. Bishop Wordsworth is an
old-fashioned High Churchman and Tory, and

took a leading part in the House of Lords, and
with his pen, la opposiag the Deceased Wife's
Sister Bill, on trhich lie felt very strongly. Of bis
books and treatises it is impossible mn this short
notice to give an outline. His " Commentaries
on the Old Testament " and bis "Greek Testament
Notes " are standard works.

THE PRE-AUGUSTINE CnuacH.-At the Decem-
ber nonthly meetiig of the Witney and Bampton
branch of E. C. U., Mr. J. H. Shayler-(a layman
who lias done good service in the Witney Deanery
by defending the historic continuity of the Anglican
Church against the attacks of political Dissenters)
-delivered an address to the members of the
branch on " The British Church before Augustine."
He said, as illustrating the popular notion that the
English Church owed its existence to St. Augus-
tine, that a writer in the. Edinburgh Review ven-
tured some thirty years ago, to question the exist-
ence of a Pre-Augustine Church, and that thousands
of Churchimen in our own day shared the writer's
doubt, so that it was possible even to fiad score-
taries of branches of the E. C. U. who held prac-
ticafly the samne erroneous view. This view was
showa te be utterly at variance wirh the plainest
historical fact, and the speaker rapidly sketched

hundred years after Christ to demonstrate the con-
trary. The Church's traditions of a visit from St.
Paul, ef the consecration cf Aristobulus, of the mis-
sion of joseph of Arimathea, cf the life of Bran the
Elessed, and of the embassy of Lucius, were men-
tioned as possibly true, though probably more or
less legendary ; but the certainty that Christianity
did obtain an entrance to these islands with the
Roman legions was argued as established beyond
question by records of peisons and places distinc-
ti.'ely British, found in the Roman annals. Pass-
ing on to authentic Church records, Mr. Shayler
traced the British Orders te the Gallican Church,
and took the year 251 as a starting point, In that
year the Church of Northern France was establish-
ed at Paris, and thenceforward the connection be-
tween the Gaulish and Ancient British Churches
was proved by indisputable evidence, When Con-
stantine was declared Emperor of Rome the
imperial palace and episcopal house were side by
side at York. The Bishops of York, London and
Lincoln were present at the Council of Arles; and
other British Bishops w ere present at Sardica and
Ariminum,the great Athanasims bearing witness at
the former of the last two coumcils to the orthodoxy
of the British Church. The Church of St. Martia,
at Canterbury, of Perranzabuloe in Cornwall, and
of Whithern in North Britain, were rraterial evid-
ence of the existence of a Church la these islands
long anterior to Augustine, and ahhough the tide
of Saxon invasion desolated England, and swept
back the ancient Celtic race into the mountain
fastnesses of Wales, West Britain and Ireland, the
labors of St. Cadoc, St. Iltyd, St. David, St. Pat-
rick, St. Mungo, and St. Columba, (to say nothing
of hundreds of minor names) witnessed to the pro-
pagation of the faith by bishops, priests and dea-
cons of an Episcopal Clhurch, deriving its origin
from the Church of Gaul, and its life from the
preaching of a pure Gospel and the celebration of
a truc Eucharist before Augustine was born.

THE CHURCH AND EDucATroN.-The attention
of Mr. Mundella having been called to a speech

of the Primate to the effect that he attributed the
principal educational work to Church folk, the
right lion. gentleman wnltes:-

'lhe statement made by the Arclhbishop of
Canterbury was perfectly true, and was authorised.
It vas to the effect that generally in rural parishes
in England the clergy were the best supporters of
education, and took the greatest interest in it
their ideas being atogether higher than that of
farniers and local authorities generally. You may
be quite right in what you say about Wales; but
even if this be so, it would not disturb the general
accuracy of my statement."

A CoNvERT FROM PRESBVTERIANISM. - On
Christmas Day an unusual incident took place in
St. Andrew's Church, Glasgow, Scotland. 'lhe
Rev. Adam Stuart Muir, LL.D., minister of Trinity
Frec Church, Leith, was publicly received inte
communion. For some time past the Presbytery
has been trying to found charges of what they cal!
"heresy " agaimst Dr. Muir, who is about sixty-
th1ce years of age, a native of Paisley, unmarnied,
aud of ample fortune. He took part ln the public
services cf the festival se Fan as a laymaa had
power to do. He appeared in stirplice as an ordi-
nary chorister, read the lessons, and afterwards
luret d in his dnctnr's gown .nd hood on t-
topics for which his brethren have denounced him.
Erroneous reports have been given in several of
tIse Glasgow and Edinburglh ncwyspapers as te Dr.
Muir's reception. le wvll probably retire as a Iay-
man te soîne religions lieuse la Lcadcn.-Corre-
spondent.

CANON LIDDON oN I CuRis--THE LiFs."-We
referred in a recent issue on the remarkable series
of sermons preached by Canon Liddon, la St.
Paul's Cathedra], during Advent. The following
extract is froi a discourse based on the words, "I
am the Way, the Truth, and the Life."

Life manifested its presence by mnovement and
by growth. These words, "I am the Life," could be
applied to the general aspect of Christendom as
compared with the non-Christian wcrld. After
making every allowance for partial failure, it still
remained true that Christian civilisation had a it
a power and a promise that was undiscoverable
elsewhere ; that where Christ was at work in the
hearts and con victions of men there was an effort
after improvement, a power te resist social decom-
position, and desire to inaugurate true social pro-
gress, which we looked for la vain when He was
unknown or forgotten. It was suflicient te com-
pare those Eastern nations in which Christians had
formed at bestbut a small minority with the Europ-
eau peoples among whom Christianity was la the
ascendant ; and those who owned no allegiance to
Our Lord confessed that the best hope of the
world was bound up with inations that were Chns-
tian. But if out Lord were the life of nations, it is
because He was, first of all, the lfe of Christian
souls. Christian priaciples acted on human society,
not as an influence from without, but as a leaven
from withim. Christianity, as a renovating influence,
spread, not from the multitude to the individual,
but froin the individual te the multitude. Our
Lord's example was decisive. He did not merely
show us the road or reveal the truth ; but He offered
the inward power, without which we could not
follow the one or grasp the other.


