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THE ASSUMPTIONS OF MODERN
SCEPTICISM.

The scepticism of all ages, and especially that
which parades itself before the public to-day, is
made up largely of assumptions. Its defenders
deceive the world by first deceiving themsclves.
We do not charge them with bypocrisy or with dis-
honest motives. Thelr worst sin, like that of the
earlier P’hariseeism, is blindness.

We call attention to two of its assumptions, and
we select these two, not because they are the chief
or the most illogical, but because they are the ones
most likely to deceive the unthinking. and to work
harm in any country like this, where men are wont
to follow the opimions of others.

L. The first of these assumptions is that the
Church created the doctrines which she professes
and teaches.  Scepticism asserts that these doc-
trines are the product of human thinking ; that the
“shaping spirit of a credulous imagination fashioned
them from nothing, or developed them out of a
series of ordinary events”  This we deny. The
postulate which scepticism asks the world Lo accepl,
and on the ground of which the Church is advised
1o modify its teachings, is #n unproved hypothesis,
a bold and glaring assumption.

Until it has been shown just how this natural
creation or evolution of a supeindural belief took
place, scepticism has no rational ground on which
to stand. Those who profess 1o desire that Chris-
tianity should adapt itseif to the present condition
of thought and to the demands of “modern cuiture,”
ask the Church to drop, gracefully and quietly, its
belief in miracles, the incarnation and resurrection
of Churist, and in the Pentccostal gift of the Holy
Ghost, and thus to rid its creed of all preternatural
mysteries.  After this has been done, 1t is claimed,
all that is essential in Christianity will still remain.

Much of the world s curreut literature abounds
in advice of this sert. It constitutes the burden of
most of the religious teaching which is furnished by
some secular newspapers.  But the chemist is not
asked to give up his particular beliefs.—The politi-
cal economist is permitied to hold, unchallenged,
certain prineiples pertaining to his science. ‘The
astronomer can continne to assert what he alone
surely knows, and can clearly prove.

Christians belicve in a supernatural system, ina
spiritual world, in a divine economy, and in a
heaven wiiich lies beyond the telescope’s range, but
which “Gou hath revealed by His Spirit.”  This
belief rests upon the basis of fact, When sceptic-
ism demands that Christians resign or modify that
belief, it is, in reality, though probably not con-
sciously, asking that they shall give up either alto-
gether, or in part, that over which they have no
control. The Church cannot deny her faith belore
it has been disproved. Lvery clearly ascertained
fact is rooted beyond the power of man to
disturb it. Men can indeed change what plainly
lies within their assigned jurisdiction. 'They can,
for example, amend the civil constitution which
they have framed ; but they cannot repeal the laws
of nmature; nor can they make the facts in the
revelation of Jesus Christ other than what they are.
The Church is the child, and not the parent of the
Gospel. It is, therefore, just as absurd to talk of
casting aside its ancestral faith, as it would be for
a boy to deny that he is the son of his mother,

11. Another assumption of scepticism is that the
majority of thinking men are coming over to its
side ; and that, if the Church expects 1o retain any
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portion of her influence in human socicty, she must
conform her teachings to the dictates of this “pro-
gressive spirit.”  Such advice is, likewise, based
upon the merest hypothesis—the blindest kind of a
guess. No statistics on this point have as yet been
collected. Christianity and civilization are linked
togcther.  Wherever the light of the gospel bas
spread, and is now shining, there are progress and
culture. The overwhelming majority of Christians
believe in the literal truthfulness of the Nicene
Creed, and accept, without (mestion, the superna
tural facts to which that Creed bears witness. The
proportion of these who have rejected the divine
mission of Christ 15 one in ten thousand. Itis,
therefore, but & manifestation of ignorant bluster,
or of culpable blindness, when this or that misbe-
liecver says that the orthodux believers are in the
minority.

Buteven ifthey were, that fact would, of itsclf,
furnish ne reasonable warrant for the Church
changing its faith.  The reality of that faith doces
not depend upon popular suflrage. 1t was not
voted into existence ; and nobody, not even the
whole world, can votce it out of existence. If Col-
umbus had conformed his belief to the opinions of
the age tn which he lived, he never would have set
sai] for the West,

ff the men who rail at the Church, because of
its persistent clinging to the faith first delivered,
and who lament what they cull its “narrowness,”
will open their eyes and extend their vision beyond
the Htle corner which they nhabit, they will find
that genuine catholicity is synonymous with a be-
lief in the supernatural character of Christianity.
All teaching to the contrary is but the fringe of a
misty assumption.

We therefore, advise them to examine carefully
the evidence, which has, for nearly two thousand
years, commended Christianity as a supernatural
religion Lo the reason, as well as to the faith of the
world's wisest, most profound and “best cultured”
people.

And we wam the public not te be deceived by
any mere assumption which scepticism may hap-
pen to display.  The Church does not fear investi-
gaton concerning the credibility of its claim.—
The Churciivan.

———— N

MINOR CHURCH OFFICES.

We have pointed out many times, and quite
recently in commentiug on the success of the Salva-
tion Army, that a very large part of the success of
Dissent with a certain stratum of the population is
due to the considerable mumber of peuty posts it
creates for distribution amongst the members of
cach society, so as to indulge to the uttermost feas-
ible extent the craving of most men for some
measure of authority to wicld, and for exercising
influence within their own immediate sphere of
action, . . .

It was the rule in the Church of Jagland, till
within living memory, to confine the minor office.
bearers practically to the Churchwardens, the
schoolmaster or mistress. the parish clerk, and the
sexton ; while it was not usual for two or even
three of these posts to be filled by a single person.
The ecarliest improvements on this condition of
things were the enlistment of Sunday school teachers
and the institution of district visitors. The spread
and popularity of musical services in parish churches
led to the enrolment of choirs in a multitude of
places, but this change does not represent advance
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so much as rccovery, for the village orchestra was
a familiar feature in our grandfathers’ time, and
was unwisely swept away in favor of an organ, or
later, 2 harmoniwm, played by a single performer,
usually tho school-mistress or one of the ladics of
the parsonage. There has Dheen thus very little
scope provided for such as desired to be actively
employed, and not merely passively acquiescent,
members of the Church, Tt seemed as if there were
nothing for them to do, orat any rate that the
clergy of the Church were inclined to throw cold
water upon offers of scrvice, if not actually to resent
them as the outcome of conceited  ofliciousness.
"The snubbed and rejected postulant saw that friends
and acquaintances of his own, with no greater apu-
tude for work of an ccelesiastical kind than he felt
in himself, were cagerly welcomed by the Dissent-
ing organization to which they happened to belong,
and were provided with work which gave scope to
their energies, and satisfied their modest ambition
to be of some recognized use in the cause of relig-
ion. And the result was in too many cases that
men of this stamp transferred their allegiance where
it was thought of some value, or sank intocold and
disaffected membership, as unprofitable as opon
hostility towards the socicty which had refused to
utilize them.

The Catholic Revival has made further breaches
in the old system of isolation, for the guilds and
confraternities it has multiplied over the country
provide outlets for the longing after association and
office which are permanent factors in the minds of
active and intelligent men. — Chureh Zines.

. J
SUCCESSION AND THE EPISCOPATE.

“As we believe the flowers of the field to be, cach
in ity line, the legitimate successors of the eriginals,
as they bloomed first from the Creator’s hand, al-
though we are guite unable to trace the succession
back to the miraculous beginning ; as we are sure
that the line of believers has never failed in happy
succession, back to the Disciples who first sat at
the Master's feet, although we are entirely unable
to trace the line through the centuries gone by ; as
we know the Bible to e a true copy of a copy of
another copy still, back to the inspired pen of Moses
and Matthew, althcugh we are ecually unable to
trace the lineal succession ; so we are certain, that
the present Bishops or Apostles, are the rightful
successors of Apostles who succeeded others, in
unbroken chains, back to the hands of the adora-
ble Master,”  (Rev. I. S, NMine's “Presbyterian
Looking for the Church,” 300)

“Recollecting the cxceeding care taken Dby the
Primitive Church that the Ordination of the Bishops
should not be done in a corner, (sce Apost. Canons
L), it seems very unlikely that there should be any
invalid IEpiscopal Ordination ; and it certainly scems
strange that any ordained Priest should scek to
lower his high office, by suggesting doubts as (o
the reality and soundness of that link, which binds
him in a mystical tie to the Apostles themselves,
and so upward to the Saviour.” (Bishop Nixon,
Lectures on Catechism, 351.)

“As, breathing the breath of natural life into the
first man, Gop gave him, by a single act, a power
thenceforward physically transmissive through the
whole immense series of the human race, so, with
evident allusion toe that act, breathing on the Apos-
tles the Holy Ghost, our Saviour conferred. once
for all, a spiritual power, analogously transmissive,
to innumerable, spiritual successors.”” {Rev. Archer
Butler's Sermons, 1. 439.)



