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The rathartiêle -"And -the life everlasting."
Remember our Lord's definition of eternal ife-
"Tis is life eternal, that they mightînoe Thee
the oniy true GoD, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou
hast sent." St John xvii. 3. The Atbanasian
Creed is simply au expansion of that truth, that sal-
vation is the knowledge (not of course mere intel-
lectual knowledge) of Go». A person being in
Heaven for ever, and yet not knowing the truth
about Go» and the Incarnation, is inconceivable, is
in fact, a contradiction u terins; and sa the
Athanasian Creed says. Eternal hife is not some-
thing to be looked for in the future only. It begilns
here, is developed in Paradise, is perfected in
Heaven. Opposite to eternal .ife is death, nu/ to
know Go», tlo be away from Hlm ; a state of the
soul that can begin here, be developed after death,
receive its dread perfection in hell.

Than GoD the Father with all your heart that
He has given to His Son power over all tiesh to
give eternal ife to as many as the Father has given
Him. St. John xvii. 2. Thank Go» for having
called you to a state of salvation ; pray that your
iame may not bc blotted out of the book of life.

In the faith of the Apostles you have been bap-
tized to it you will at your confirmation publicly
assent-; only in h can you in safety and in peace
depart. Use the Collect for Trinity Suniday' as a
prayer for steadfastness in the faith,

THE BAPTfSTs are improving. At the closing
exercises of Acadia College we read, "the proceed-
ings opened on the entrance of the Alimni by the
choir from St. John singing a Processional fymn."

"The choir sang the TeDcum andchantd the 65th
lPsain." Shades of venerable Baptists! is riot this
the entering wedge of Prelacy, Liturgies, and every
other abomination, in a Baptist sense of the term ?

SOMETHING OF THE LITERARY
TORY OF THE BIBLE.

Compiled by te Cura/e of I;rrmou/A.

No. II.

(Cuntinued.)

HIS-1

But there is one Book which deserves very par-
ticular mention. It is the Dur/ain Book of /e 4
Gospels, still preserved in the British Museum,
The Latin text was copied by Eadfrith, a monk of
Lindisfarne, in the 7th century 1670?) "I is a
iost beautiful specimen of ancient penmanshiçî
as though the letters were engraved. The illumina-
tions are very fine, with ornaments and pictures on
the several pages, together with curious portraits of
the four Evangelists, and the initial letter of each
Gospel is particularly fine." In the disturbed state
of the country, in consequence of the depredations
of the Danes, the monks of Lindisfarne were
obligedi t remove from their monastery; but un-
happily their vessel was upset, and the Durhanm
Book, their most precious treasure, fell into the sea.
But through the merits of St. Cuthbert, once prior
of the monastery, but who had been long dead, the
volume was preserved, for the tide ebbed so much
farther than usuai that it was found high and dry
upon the sands full thre miles from the shore.
'hlie monks said it was "much more beautiful than
before both wiithin and without, being no way
injured by the salt ater, but rather polished by
some heavenly tand." The sober historian of to-day
adds: "its present appearance- confirms the fact of
its teimporary submersion, but disproves the asser-
tion that it was uninjured by the waves."

The earliest formal attempt made to translate a
portion of the New Testament (excepting the Rush-
vorth or Anglo-Saxon Gloss, still existing in MS. in
the Bodleian Library, but which, like the Durham
Book, followed the Latin word for word) was made
by the Venerable Bede, the mnonk offarrow.. The
temptation is pressing to linger for a little over
some of the interesting stories of this good man's
hlfe, but we have to do here only with him as a
translator. His had been a long, busy and devoted
life, when now once more brought to his couch, old
and weak and ill, he is dictating the translation of
the Gospel according to St. John, while the scribe
writes it rapidly upon the parchment. The[last
verse Of the 2oth chapter is done, but the old man's
roice is very feeble. "There is but one more chap-
ter," said the scribe, "but you can hardly speak."
"Write as fast as you can," exclaimed Bede vith
trembling eagerness. "Now, master, only one sen-
tence is wanting." Bede repeated it. "LIt is fin-
ished," cried the young man. "It is finished"
answvered. the dying saint. "Lift me up, let me sit
where I have been accustoaed to pray, and now
'Glory be to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Ghost,'" and as he teaied the was deai. How
much Bede translated is a' debated question ; ai,
perhaps ithat we can speak of positively is the
Gospel accordiigto St. John (A. D. 735,

To recall th virtuons d eecsaofthe great and
good aiformner iis sheu'fsnipdle tuty as W-éllas
privilege of posterityand:w e cannot, therefore, pasa
by without respectful mention of the nane af one
of the grandest kings, whiter of ancient. o aof
moderndays-ALFREaDof Saxon-Englapd4reat la
n-ar agaias t'Dhe ash ravagersahis' oontry, but
greater stihlM peace; a noble Christian minwhòse
labours for reformation i' tise' W tfi-?ation of
justice, fathe advancemenitor.odàiàXon; 'adid'the
spread of religion should be held min'- eterlasting

muemory. He translated the Book of the Psalms,
and, at least, the greater portion of the Gospels. but
died (A. D. goo) before his full task was comnplete.

And here our story must take a stride of near
5oo years,. and we are set down in the pleasanti
town of Lutterworth, on the banks of the Swift.
The ruins of the old Church of St. Mary are still
standing, and are doubtless beautiful in themselves;c
but connected with them are associations which in-
vest then with a charr nwhich the skill of thet
architect could never impart. Here John Wycliffei
preached and laboured, and here, too, he worked1
hard and neil in translating the Scriptures into Eng-f
land's language. "The carved oak pulpit in which(
he taught, the table on which he wrote, the chair(
la which hedied, and even the robe-now tattered
and torn-which he used to wear," are still to be
seen.

Dr. Home says: "The earliest English transla-t
tion known to be extant was made by an unknovn
individual, and is placed by Archbishop Ussher to
the year ç29. O this ihcre are two MS. copies'
preserved in the Bodleian Library, and in the t
Library of Christ. Church, Oxford."1

A statement was also current that near the closei
of the following century John de Trevisa, Vicari
of Berkeley, translated the Bible into English, but1
research ivould appear to iitit his work really to a
few texts, which were painted on the ivails of is
patron's chapel at Berkeley Castle.

Notwithstanding Dr. Horne's statement, the bal-
ance of authority seems to concede to Wycliffe the1
high honour of having been the first to give to bis,
countrymeni the whole Bible in their own tongue.1
He "published" his translation (as far as we can
properly use such a w-rd before the discovery of c
printing) he sent it abroad through the land lie
encouraged others to copy it entire, or in portions,
and did all that lay in is powrer to bring it ithini
the reach of al. Since WVycliffe's day and work,
our language lias, of course, greatly changed; but
some of his expressions are yet to be found in our
so-called Authorized Versions, as, for instance,
'trait girte," and "narrow way," and "bcanm," and

"ø/oc' in our Lord's teaching concerning a fault-
finding spirit. His great work nwas not hastily,
but gradually accomplished. Begiuing vith a
translation of the apocalypse, the rest of the New
Testament followîed, being ifmished about 1380.
The Old Testament -was donc w'ithin the next 4
ycars, for in 1384 Uc died peaceably in his oin
Rectory, though subjected during his lifetime toa
constant persecutions. In the next century, how-
ever, bis remains were not allowed to continue in
the grave, for the Council of Constance ordered
them to bc disinterred and burnt, and bis ashes
thrown into the river Swift. Upon this, Fuller
remarks:

"Thus this brook hath conveyed his ashes into
the A-von, A-von into the Severn, Severn into the
narrow seas, they into the main ocean ; and thus
the ashes ofi Wyclifte are the emblems of his doc-
trine, which is now dispensed al the world over."
The story of this good man's life of persecution
would bc beside our purpose here; but do not let
us forget that he lived at a time when the influence
of Rome in England was al powerful, and admire his
boldness accordingly. It is said that less than ten
years after he had completed his translation an at-
tempt was made ta suppress it by Act of Parliameni,
but John of Ghent, who so often stood bis friend,
resisted the Bill with the words: "We will not be
the dregs of ail, secing other nations bave the Laiv
Of Gon, which is the lawofour faith, wîritten in their
own language."

isrtspontniî.
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tcfreely opae to ail w/o may rois/t to use' ftie, no
iater what the writer's vicas or opinions may bc;
but objcetionable personalo/anguage, or doc/rines
contrary to t/te reI understood teac/iag of /e
Church, willi nt be admifted.

APPOINTMENT TO PARISHES

(Ta the Editors of the Church Guardian.)
StRs,-Allow me, in all courtesy, ta ask "J. W.

H. R.:-
1. Whether he gravely wishes us to understand

that the saine methods which are used for electing
"Representatives of the people," are fitting, in all
respects, ta be used for selecting one froin among
those who are already appointed "Ambassadors
for Christ?"

2. Whether he really supposes that the 1r20 disci-
ples who took part in the choosing- of St. Mathias
were "Parishioners" ln our sense of the word ?

3. Whether St. Mathias was chosen fromt those
already ordained to be aParocial Ministerî1
- 4. Whether he tesires entirely t ignore the
Aposthe's query-"How shall they preach, except
they be sat?

How much mare influence can the laity have
in alloui Church organizatións in the Maritime
Provinces?

They have two to one of the clery in Synod.
-Tey can veto.the Episcopal andi Clerical orders

-on l points.
'lty can compel the Bishop ta institute the clër-

gyman of: their choice. They coos both their
:Church Wardens, both their lay' deegates, nàd hold-
the power of the purse.-WVhat more can they.hve?

. D. C:M.,

BASIS OF UNITY.

(Toa the Editors of ithe Churct Guinaian.)
Sits,- prestume your correspondent of the 2nd

instant "X. V." will no1t want for answers to queries,
which ie is by no means alone in putting. Penit
me ta sa, brielly, thit the solution of "X. YVs"
questions as Io what ie calls "Sects" within the
Church is simply to keep in mind the btoad dis-
tinction between wliat is matter of Fai/, and what
is matter ofopinion, only. I seens to tme the
bitterness which iakes ail our differences, springs
fron disreard cf this distinction, and from the ten-
dency vwhich exists, more or less, in all of ius to
exaggerate the imtportance of iatters of opinion,
especially of Our ownn cpintiont, anid ta exai thtei to
the region of matters of Faith. in the region of
Fai:h wre cannot, and in fact, we do not differ ia-
terially. Take the creeds, and even the first nine
of lthe "Articles of Religion," and accept the tive
schools of iltougit in tlle Chiurch, as staied by' "X.
Y.," and what appîreciable diterence of holding is
there among the five? on the ilier hand, in mat-
ters o opinion only, we not only must dliffer, but
w-e muast he allowcd ta differ, very considerably
indeed. lere it is taI aill the wrangling cornes in,
becaise of the intolerance of opinion. 'lie intoler-
ance of Faith is not any thing like so grea. A
Churchian tay le almist a Uiitariain or a Univer-
salist in belief, or a scepltic as to parts of the oly
Scriputires, and lie shall not lie the cause of a
hundretIth part of the atittniadversion and stife
which he becomes by reconniending; say, cxtem-
pore prayers or evening eclebrations on the one
hand, or by a wîeakness for a procesion, a chorai
service or a Eucharistic vesîtent on the otier.
We shall uever sec eye to eyelin these points, and
we shall never have peace utii n'e aree tatolerate
such differences al/ rounl. And ifithe resuilt of
such toleration be congregationalism as "X. V."
savs il is, plus 1fr, ylii' congregationalismt wtith life
is better, far better, thait parochialism with uni-
forniuy and cerlasting cmiiiiroise and the pl acid
stillness of death.

As for "sects ouitside lthe Chirch," what have
we to do withi thein ? lThey went ouI frons us be-
cause tliey were not of lius. Whei they ivant to
return they are niost cheerfully received back-;
wien they find greater and grealer need for sub-
division they are free as air to sub-divide ; there is,
indeed, only one thing for which lthey crave that
they cannot gel, and il is that the Catholic Citurcli
siotld obliterate the marks by whiclh il is so easily
distinguislied fromf the sects, and come lou-n to th-eir
level and e just what they deligit in callng il,
"Onte of the sects." But su okog as the Citurcli
preserves the marks of Cathoicily and the " basis
of unity" sIe ias in ier creeds, she can afford both
to tolerate considerable want of aiere unifornity in
her meibers and to iwaiî ittil the sects shal elither
return to her boson or waste away in sib-divisions
infinitessinmal. Cvruoî.c 1J1[LA'.}

FR Ei SEATS.

(To the Ecitors Of the Church Gunnlîin)

Stas,-l -y way of helping the riglit in the natter
of free as opposed tIo purchased or rented seats inthe
House cf Go, I send you the follouwing short but
comprehensive statement :-
• By the law and of common right, all the peu-s
i the Parish Chuîrch are the conmmon property of
the Iarish. They are for the use in comnon of
the Plarishioners, who are all entitled to le seated,
orderly and conveniently, so as best to provide for
the accommodation of all."-Sir foin Nicho/s s

idler i-s. Lane.
Vours, truly',

LA-- R EADER.
Bridgewater lune 18IR

"IU;IaU , U , 1 'à.

(To tthe Editm of the Cteme Guardin.)

SIRS,-I sec in your paper of this nweck, that our
unassuming brother of Cambridge, (not himself a
niember of the Deanery Shediac), ias tindertaken
to setîle, in a ve yrenarab/e P.S., the question of
the place where the Library belonging to the said
Deanery will not be kept. If the assumption of
infallible knowledge of what is to be indicates
pomier over results, one cannaiotelp thinking that it
would have been more in accordance with the temr-
porary fitness of things, if the good brother, instead
of using the simple signature "B. Shaw," iad been
able to write himself down "B. A. S H A W," or
ait the least, Bishop Shaw.

Faithfully yours,
AN INCUMBENT OF THE DEANERY OF SnEDIAC.

June 3rd, 1881.

IS CHRIST DIVIDED?

(To the Edit ors of the Church Guardian.)
Sins,-When unity, that real and visible unity

which our Saviour so carnestly prayed for previous
to His betrayal, is being so eagerly contended for,
and. when people are being exhorted to retrn to
tthe true fold froin which they have wandered in
days gone by, either by treading la the footsteps of
their predecessors or by listening to the entreaties
of some upiolders o!separation from the Church
(not division or suaàdivision' n the Church), how
strange it seens to fd a mniember of the-Church
commg to the front > their apologit and'deféklaç
Such, hiwvever, seetis to b letposition assumed
by your cresipondeIRotii' ijo issue'
May :6th, whoi st titlufïli ' ctons a"d

THE CIURCH GUARDIAN'
dimness of historv are toc wel-known," etc., anid
that "inspiration only comnmands the submission of
ail." We have sonething superior to inspiration
on which the doctrine of al and visible unity is
founded. Wc have the words of Go Itimseif, and
need not appeal to history, except to establish the
peculiar claims of lthe Church with refcrence to it.
Our Saviour prayed "thal they ail may be one, as
'Thu, Father, art in be, an 1i1in 'hice; that thev
also may be one in Us ; that the world may belicie
that Thou hast sent Me." No shan unity is im-
plied in these words, Can mth desinm of our
Saviour so fervcntly expressed in le forcgoing
prayer be disregarded ?

Again, if divisions and sub-divisions are right,
and if they are to be looked upon witi a certain d-
grec of allowance, what becomtes of the force of the
fllowing words fronta the Book of Inspiration :"For
ye are carnal; for whercas thtere is among yu
envyings, and strife, and divisions ; are ye not car-
ial and walk as iten? '" In thte Inspired volume
we find schism and ieresy condened, and are we
in these days of hoastei Christian advancenent to
ignore ieir very existence ? Are we t extentd the
hand of fellowshîip intdiscrimninately to the followers
of every isn in the world, labouring inder ithe manti-
lest dehsion that the Churcht is ùn'isible, including
the w'iole conpany of believers ? Who are ttw
believers? i think it would be very diiciult, far
more dillicult than it is to discover "the Churclh,"
to find themt oui, for iwe should have neither historv
nor imspiration t0 assist us in our searcIh but i
suppose, to lie charitable, ve shouli have to take
themt enn masse, including those who believe a lilti,
or neariy nothing, those who helieve a litule tmore,
and those that believe al, acconling ta a certain
standard ; but, of course, nlot those who believe ti,

Your correspondent ".Rothesay" would have us
to accept ail wthoprofess to believe ut Christ, nu
mater how far the, have departed ifron the "Faitht
once delivered to the Saints ;1'' no matter how mucih
they' have debased ti rtSacraînents; in short. no
tiatter w tvidely the> have dparted iron printi-

tive doctrines aitdi usages. '-dnltitere [s
sonelthing wîrong about such ideas as these. 'The
tertis of salvation are decided by Goi not by is ;
therefore we cannot believe wthat we like ; the
eflicacy of the Sacranients whiclihave bect divinely
instituted is imparted by Gou, and thercfore can-
not be debased with irpmity ; and "the Cutrch"
iras establishled by Christ a visible Church, and
cannot have been mnystified or hidden, unless we
admit that the mtan of sit aisias triunplcd over Ithe
work of Christ. If the main of sin lias triumplhed,
what ias becone of Christ's promise, " Lo, t amn
wilth you alway, even unto the end of the world ? '

Vour correspondent gives proinience la one
quotation from the Inspired Volume, namely,
"here tio or tiree are gatlhered together in My
Name, there am t ithe midst of thtem." Tiis, le
says, s« "as dernite, as enmpiatic and as positive as
any in the Bie." Granted that it is all thai lie
says about it, i take it to nean nothing more nor
less than this, that wherever two or thrce of the
nembers of His visible Churcli arc gathered to-
getiter, and I claim the pronise for the sheep of teli
onefo/d. I have as much and more right t this
interpretation of it than the oppoients of "the
Chturch" h)ave to the folloimg one, which is practi-
cally tieirs, namely, "Wbere tiwo or three of what-
ever denaiinaation are gathered together in My
Namtte," etc.

it is evident that more is implied than vas act-
ually uttered, and Christ having established a reai
and visible Church, I have good groutind for believ-
ing what I have asserted. In the Gospel according
to St. Matthew, chapt xvi., verses 8 and 9, we find
that people could draw nigh unto Gois in vain,
"teaching for doctrines the commandments of
mein." Have times altered ? lias GoD changed?
And can men to-day approach the Throne of
Grace, and fimd favor, believing and rejecting as
much of Divine Truth as they please, and all be
alike members of that mysterious thurch? I say
mysterious, because your correspondent asks-"how
shall ie decide which is that Church ?" I have
been led to believe, both from what i deduce froin
the Inspired Volume, and by my spiritual advisers,
that "we live in a world where Go» has blended and
combinei lthe visible with the invisible-the body
with the soul-the letter with the spirit-the Sacra-
ment with the Grace-the Church with the Faith.
If this be so, sectarianism and the Faith can never
exist together long."

In onclusion, if there is no truc Apostolic Succes-
sion, there is no Church; there are no persons to-
day dmly authorized to minister in holy things. If
bishops, heads of colleges, heads of preisbyters, and
even mdividual pastors, have power to confer valid,
(or rather legal orders) alike, then ail is chaos; and
did I not believe. otherwise, I should pay no more
respect to my clergyman tihan I would to the hum-
blest peasant. As te his advice, I should regardit
no more than that of my neighbour and frien. If
palatable, I should follow. it; if not, reject i.
Until your:correspondent lears up his subject
more fully, I shall continue to believe as I do, that
it is the safest to belong tu athe Church," and to
receiv the Saucnts through her divinely ap-
point.d ministers; but I cannat believe that "the
Church"-our Lord Jesus Christ's Body on Farth
-isÀf invisible Church, the whole company of he-
lieversi and I cannot heip re-iterallngthe question
pgjþth by "Quiero"-"Is Christ ided "


