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" DEPENDENT UPON JESUS.
+ Thow who didst for Deter's faith, .
. Kindly condescend to pray ;
- Thou whose loving kingdness hath
Kept me to the present day:
Kind Conductor ! still direét my dovious wuy.
L 4 . - L]

" When thy statntes [ fordnke, °
When my. geaces dimiy shine ;
-~ When my covennnt 1 break,
Jesus, then remember thines -
Check my waiid’rings, by a look of love divine,
L . . . .

When the vale of death appeats,
Faint nnd cold this mortal clay ;.
Kind Fore-runper, soothe my fears,
Light me through the darksome way ;
Break u:o slmdow.‘:', usher in. eternal day.
- .

Al when mighty trumpets blown
Shall the judgment’s dawn proclaim
From the cenitral burning threne, |
Mid creation’s final flame, -+
With the rauwsomed, Judge and Saviowr ! ‘own
my mune, : '
: GILueRT.

THE DIVINE 'PEACHING WHICH
PROMISED,
" From Bickersteds Christian Studenl.. .
CONCLUDED.

The promises of this teaching belong to all
the chiElrcn of God. lsa.liv, 13, Actsii.
39.—~They are not confined {o holy prophets
and apostles ; they are not confined to the
lime  of miracles and the first ages of the
church ; they belong to all ages, and are a
wart of the new covenant, (Jer, xxxi. 33, 31.)
{nclnnging to the church from the first” out-
pouring on the day of Pentecost, to the final
consummation of all things. John xiv, 16.
Wherever any one comes to Jesus Christ, and
relies on him, and thus lays hold of the
new covenant, there is this divine teaching.
The most ungifted and unlearned, the most
guilty, the most polluted, may apply for, and,
if they ask in the name of Jesus, shall re-
ceive, this teaching, and be enlightened and

GOl HAS

instructed.

How delightful, then, that most enconraging

“declaration, [f ye being cuil, know how {o give

good gifts unto your childven, holo nuich more

-+ shall your heavenly Father give his Holy Spirit
4o them that ask im. . Yoir can make “out’no

reason why you should not:go ta the : Saviour

- for this gt ALl your: unworthiness, your
* cotruplions, your:haril - heart,. your;
irigs, do but show. your need of - this

backslid-

Just suclh sinners e came to save.
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tus
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inners in the

: Shieto me. thy way,. O Lord ; teach me
thy paths, lead me in thy: truthy and teach me :

' for thou art the God of my salvalion ; and we
“shall ourselves be . living wilnesses of the ful-

thy children shall be laught of me.

“And if we are seeking ang have received
this divine gift, let us ever remember the ma-
nifestation of the Spiril is given to every man
to profit withal. "The Holy Spirit imparts
His gifts, not for our self-exaltation, vain
glory, or self-aggrandisement, but for the sal-
vation of our souls, for the edification of all
around us, and the general good of our fellow-
creatures. Just as God hath set the members
cvery onc of them in the body asit pleaseshim—
that the members should have the same care
one for another ; so the Holy Spirit divides
His gifts to each individual believer, for the
general good of the whole church.

If divine teaching is so necessary, PrRaYER
IS THE GREAT. PREREQUISITE IN'ALL QUR §TU=
migs. We need to have this urgently en-

filment of his declaration to 'his church) all

forced, ns we suffer the greatest loss in our.

everlasting - conéerns by reading - without
wayer.  We read much, we pray little. "The
L_cst proficients have ‘been these who have
prayed most. ¢ Dr. Doddridge used frequently
to ahserve, that he never advapced well in
human learning without prayer, and that he
always made thd-most proficiericy in his
studies when he .prayed with the greatest
frequency -and ferw_mr."‘.'qu(l_Bacon_,’s,hg-
quirements were preceded by prayer (see his
prayer, chap. x.), - Milton’s Paradise Lost was
not written ‘without prayer.  His thoughts
on planning it were these: ¢ This'is not to
be attained-but by devoul. prayer fo the

elernal Spirit, that can enrich with all ‘witer-

ance and knowledge, and sends out™ his se-
raphin with the hallowed . fire of bis altar,
to touch ‘and. parify the lips.of  whom he
pleases, To this must be added industrious
and _seloct. reiding, steady obsérvation and

_insight into all seemly, anid gencrous acls and

affairs 3 {ill whigh in 'some mcasure be com-

- passed, ‘T refuse  to_sustain” 1his, expecta-
tion> .’ Dr. Joly
“mise Jike this,

5o inferg, s ¢ From - pro-
3, af once !'q:_rvid,’]!)mu.s'. and , ra=
bt he expected the Paradise. Lost.?

I’ nddition to these examples, e, have, the
~ highest authority, the infallible testimony of
-, ingpired wrilers.
~prayers_for divine /teaching, ., Lhe
C119th . Tsalm. - Mow  distinelly. the “anostle|.

- How enrnest; are. David's
ine leaching,".through- the

adds prayerto meditation, when'he prays for
Timothy, Consider these things, and: the” Lord
give thee understanding o all things.. " .,
T, fact: all.our knowledgeo: ol every kind
should be_ madg the subject of prayer, bolh .
ity atrinment its applicati
‘no seourity that jt willnot by
than . improvedy and; draw; th
i rather than draw’ it: siear :fo ]
uged ngainst him rather than fot . him
P up with pride father than “humble
the deepér Qiscovery.of  our ignorance 1
knowledge which is praceded by prayar fof
its: uenuisilion and right application, will be'a

lim
nd

)
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real blessing o ourselves and to' others, will
not-deaden hut promote spirilual affections;
; PRAYER FOR ‘DIVINE TEACHING, .
FatherofLights,and God of all grace | Thou
hast promised that Thou wilt give wisdom to
‘them that ask Thee.” Feeling my own ignor-
ance, [ now ask of Thee to impart out of {he
fulness of lim in whom are-hid all the trea-
sures of wisdom,the gift of heavenly wisdom,
Ilive in a world full. of error and.full of
sin; .and {0 whom can [ look with any cer-
tainty but unto thee, O Lord., Enlighten.my
understanding, purify my affections, and
’S'unrd me from error.” Lel not the wicked
clude me, and Iet not the mistakes even of
the righteous lead me astray. 1 am as fallible
and liable to error as others, leave me not
therefore to myself, but enable me to adhere
to Thy word, and give me the abundance of
thy Spirit to guide me into all truth and make
me wise ublo salvation, for Jesus Christ’s
sake, Amen,

A Praver made and used by the Lord Chan-
cellor Bacon, with which the Christian
student may occasionally excite or refresh
his own, and the devotion of others:

O Fternal God, and most merciful Father
in Christ Jesus, in whom Thou hast made a
covenant of grace and mercy with all these.
that come to Thée in im: in His name and
mediation we humbly prostrate ourselves be-
fore -the Throne of Thy mercy, acknow-
ledging that by the breach of all Thy holy
laws and commandments, we have become
wild olive branches—strangers to thy. cove-:
nant of grace ; we have defaced in ourselves
Thy sacred image imprinted in us by crea-
tion: we have sinned against heaven "and
before Thee, and are no more .worthy to he
called Thy children. O admit ns nto the
place even of hired servants. Have mercy
upon us, O Lord, for Thy dear Son Jesus
Christ’s sake, who is the Way, the Truth,
and the Life: in Him, O Lord, we appeal
from Thy justice to Thy mercy, beseeching.
Thee that in Ilis name, gnd for His sake only,
Thou wilt be graciously pleased freely to
pardon and forgive all our sins and disobe-
dience, whether in thoucht, word, or deed,
committed agninst Thy Divine Majesty, and
for' His precious -bleod-shedding, : death and
perfect obedience, free us.from the guilt, the
stain, the punishment, and dominjon of all our
sins, and clothe us with His perfect righleous-
‘ness. . Turn our hearts, 0 Lord, and We shall
beturned 3’ convert s, and we shall.be con-
wverted: Tllominate the eyes of onrminds and
undersiandings with the bright beams ol Thy-

' may.:daily: grow.in;the

eavenly mysteries
fon 5 sanctily our.wills  and
he same Spirit, -the fointain of
zoodness ;. Teduce them l

tice ‘of all piety {oward " Thee; and “charity.
towards “all ‘men.' Influence our heartswith
Thylove i cast forth of them what-displéases
Thee ; all infidelity, hardness_of: heart,” pro-
faneness;: hypocrisy, .contempt. of : Thy loly
word and ordinances ; all uncleanness, and
whatsoever advances itself 'in opposition to
Thy holy will.  And grant, that henceforth
through Thy erace, we may be enabled to
lead a godly, holy, sober, and Christian life,
in true sincerify and uprighiness of heart
before Thee. To this end, plant Thy holy
fearin our hearts ; grant ‘that it may never
depart from before our eyes ; tut continually
guide our feetin Thy paths. Increase our
weak faith, that it may bring forth the frait
of unfeigned repentance. By the power of
the death of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, may we daily die unto sin; and by
the:pawer of I1is resurrection be daily quick-
ened and raised up to newness of life; may
we be truly born .anew, and be effectually
made partakers of the: first resurrection, so
that the second death may never have do-
minion over us. :

Teach us, O Lord, so {o number our days
that 'we may apply our hearls unto wisdom.
Make us-ever mindful of our last end, and
continnally to exercise the  knowledge - of
grace in our hearis; that, finally, we may be
translated . hence to that kingdom of glory
prepared for all those that love and that: trust
in Thee ; there and ever let Thy holy angels
pitch their tents around us, and guard -and
defend’ us from the malice of Satan, and from
all perils both of the soul and body.

*“Pardon all our unthankfulness: make us
daily more and more thankful for all-Thy
mercies and. benefits poured” down upon -us,
Let these our humble prayers ascend . to the
throne of grace, and he granted, not only for
these mercies, but for whatsoever else Thy
wisdom Knows needful for us, and for all
those that are in need, miserv, and: distress,
whom Thou, O Lord, hast “afllicted ‘in* mind,
hody, or-estate. Grant them patience- and
perseverance in the-end, nnd to the end. " And
this. O Lord, not for any merits of ours, hut
for the merits of Thy Son, and our Almighty
Saviour Christ Jesus, 1o whom,: with. Thee
and the Holy Spirit, be nscribed all ‘glory for
ever. Amen.—Selected by an dAbsent Friend.

MORAL REQUISITES FOR THE KNOWLEDGR
" oF DIVINE THINGS,. "~
. Divine {hings are ‘not: objects ‘merely. for
“the understandings ot for the- speculative in-
tellect.. ¢ Do the will of my Father, and rye
sliull.-{k'no\v of the’: doctrine 37 ¢ Yu, musl
becoine ag liltle children, if ye would’ enter
inlo, the' Kingdom' of * heaven,” " says™ the
der".of Christianity. . ‘This - may "sound’
i m' to many a'mind’; but what'if

1 spiteofthe ‘name 2: Wlhiat if

like' many ‘other subjects, ‘and
" Tight, require -cxperimentl  con:
ons for. the apprehension. of ,ils * tru
dence?- What_ if, like many. other

jocts, and: with equial right, knowledge ”:i:‘ndf ‘

S

| Rev: Wmi]

tical state of the percipient?  What if Chris:*
tianity -be a remedy for.a- diseased: spiritual
state, which must be laken before its efficacy:
can be traly seen and known? ;0

...For ourselves, we believe that a; practical
trial of Christianity is indispensablc - to all
satislying insight of its nature,”- The precepts
of Christ, which we have just cited, direct us
to the first and most essential :condition ‘of
successful inquiry ufter divine 'truth,  Along
with study and reflection, there must be. sin-
gleness of heart, child-like . humility, ' earnest
prayer, and purity of life. . These practical
conditions of divine knowledge .are not only
explicitly stated in the sacrcg word, but they
may be seen from reflection both, on the na-
ture of the human mind, and of spiritual truth
itself. . e * '

We shall enter into no’ disctission concern-
ing the authority of revelation, as the only
possible source of the knowledge of divine
things. “T'his point we assume, and to such
as with us take it for granted we speak. We
assume at the oulset, that the sacred Scrip-
tures are the fountain of divine truth, the
authoritative standard of religious faith: In
an age distinguished for the abandonment of,
old opinions, we still hold o this; as a ground
abundantly -established. © At a period . ren-
dered quite remarkable, and it isi said, illus-
trious, by the emancipation of men’s minds
from the slavery of old notions, we freely
confess onrselves to be so antiqualed, as to be
held in willing subjection to the ‘grand  Pro-
testant maxim' on this subject.

OQur proper attitude is that of humble in-
quirers into-what the Scriptures: teach. The
oflice of reason is that of interpretation; the
pertinent question in every case is—\Vhat
did the Scriptures design tosay 2 I[n'the de-
termination of this question; reason has in-
deed its office ; the universal and necessary
principles of the speculative and practical in-
tellect have a negative validity; and it is
already presumed, in receiving the Scriptures
as un authoritative. divine revelation, that
they contain nothing contradictory to the ne-
cessary laws of our infelleciual and moral na-
ture.  Under this condition, the problem of
interpretation is, to ascertain, not what mean-
ing the language of Scripture might be forced
to bear, but simply what the sacred writers
themselves thought and meant to assert. -

. Butin this investigation of the” Scriptures,
as the source.of divine truth, the moral con-
ditions to whichwe. have ‘referred must ‘be
flfilleds ; There must be 2 humble: and"obe-
dient disposition of heart;”; There‘must be an’
honest submission of the whole man 1o the’
will 'of God, as holy ; otherwise there will be’
aperpetual tendency. 2 agT
the critérion’of the true,a
the Scriptures by foreine thei
by lection®

Coll
; RELICS. o a0
“One of the earliest corruptions grew. out of
the reverence which was paid to the memory
of departed Saints, "Hence there arose a train
of error and fraud which ended in the grossest
creature-worship.  Yet in its origin, this was
natural and salutary. . He whose heart is not
excited upon the spot which a martyr has
sanctified by his sutferings, or at the grave of
one who has largely benefitted mankind, must
be more inferior to the multitude in his moral,
than he can possibly be raised above them in
his -intelleciual nature. In other cases, the
sentiment - is acknowledged, and even af-
fected when it 'is not felt: wherefore then
should we hesitate at avowing it where a re-
ligious feeling is concerned? Could the Holy
Land be swept clean of its mummeries and
superstitions, the thoughis and emotions to be
experienced there would be worth a pilgrim-
age. But it is the condition of humantty, that
the best things are those which should most
easily be abused.. The: prayer which was
preferred with increased fervency at a- mar-
tyr’s grave, was at length addressed to the
martyr himself; virtue was imputed to the
remains of his body, the rags of his apparel,
even lo tne instruments of his suflering;
relics were required as an essential part of the
church furniture; it was decreed that no
Church should he -erected unless some trea-
sures of this kind were deposited within " the
altar, and so’ secured there, that they could
not be taken out without destroying it': it was
made a part of the service'lo pray Ithrough
the merits of the Saint whose relies were
there deposited, and the Priest, when he' came
to this passage, was enjoined to Kiss the altar,
. There is unquestionably a natuial tendency
in_the human mind toward this form of su-
perstition. - 1t prevailed among the Greeks
and Romans, though 'in a less dewfees it is
fouhd among the Eastern’ nations and the
Mahommedais, though' they” condemned and
despised it at first, graduatly fell intoit thew-
selvés: ‘Butno'where has it been earried -to
so great a lengthias‘in- the ‘Roman- Chureh!’
The: Clergy, presuming: upon the boundless
credality. of mankindy profited by it"in- these
ages wilh the utimost lurdihood of Trand, < dnd
‘with a suceess. at whiclhh they themselves
must sometiimes have: bee astonished. " For
it is'not more certain thal these relics'in most
cases. . were fictitionsy. than (hat in‘many in-
thnees citres, which bath to priest and patien
must have appedred plainly mirdctiloys,y
wrowght by faith in- thein.” Soinetiines, also,-
‘aceident accredifed this kind of " siperstitic
Il a corpse was foand Wwhichy. owing 1o the
‘natuirg of the soil wherdin'it - was ‘laidy or” for
‘any other naturdl canse; y
idecomposifion, but retu
‘the” sembliiice of life, this
be an indication "ol suneyi i
“ingorriplion of the sinty™
‘ alory fruth.g

insight be conditioned by.the moral and prac<’|

-channeli : De Raned was a lover
‘brated Dutehess to” Monthasony:oneof* those
s[-all-powerful beauties,  whose: etichantments
JAvrotight sel wonders in‘the-Society ‘of. thise
times.” During an-ahsence of De Rancd in the

T within plece.of, the munger §
RavionrSwas Inid, ands 2 plece o

suspected. Perhaps too  the opinion that the
relics "of the "holy“dead were distinghished
by'a peculiar fragrance;may have arisen from
embalmed bodies’; at first, it might honestly-
have obtdined among the Clergy ; but when
they saw ‘how willingly it was reccived:by
the. peopley . whenever :a new mine . of relics
was opened, it wvas easy o take care that the
odour.of sanctity should not be wanting.. "
“At one time, relics or entire bodies used
ta'be carried about the country and exhibited
to the credulous multitude 5 Lut this ‘gainful
ractice gave occasion to such scandalous
impostures that it was at length suppressed,
What -was still. encouraged is: sufficiently
disgraceful to the Romanists. The bodies of
their Saints are even now exposed in their
churchies ; some dried and shrivelled, others
reduced to a skeleton, clothed either in res
ligious habits, or in the most gorgeous gar-
ments—a speclacle as ghastly as the supeérs
stition itself is degrading. The poor fragments
of mortality, a-skull, a bone, or the fragment
of :a bone, a tooth, or u tongue, were either
mounted or set, according to the size, in gold
and silver, deposited in costliest shrines of the
finest workmanship, and enriched with the
.inost precious gems.  Churches soon began to
‘vie with each other in the number and variety
of their imaginary treasures, which were
sources of real wealth o their possessors.
The instruments of our Lord’s crucifixion
were shown, (the spear and the cross having,
so it was pretended, been ‘miraculously dis-
covered), the clothes wherein he was wrapped
in infancy, the manger in which he was laid,
the. vessels in which he converied water into
wine at the martriage feast, the bread which
he Lrake at the last supper, his vesture-for
.which the soldiers cast lots.” Such was the
impudence of Romish frand, that portions were,
produced of the burning* bush, of the manna;
which fell in the wilderness, of Moses’s rod:
and Sampson’s honeycomb, of Tobil's fish, of;
the blessed Virgin®samilk, and of eur Saviour’s]
blood!  Enormous prices were .paid by so-;
vereizns for- such relics; it was deemed ex-:
cusable, not to -covet merely, but to steal
thém; and if the - thieves were sometimes mi-
raculously punished, they were quite as often
enabled to effect the pious rohbery, and bring
the.prize in triumpl to the .church for which
it.was designed.. In_the rivalry of  deceit
which the desire ‘of gain occasionad; it often
happened - that ‘the  licad - of: the ‘same Saint
was:shown in several places, each chureh in-
sisting-that its own was gennine, 2ndall ap-
pealing to miracles: as the test.. Sometimes
the'dispute: was: accommodated. '
Atisfactory, manner, by asserling

multiplication; and three w

a.miracnlous

. THE!SAGRED OIL

»In the temple “of oll; there was a‘teservoir
of ‘oil, which was convayed through pipes to’
the lamps, to keep them always burning. So
is the grace’ of God” eonveyed by the'Holy
Spirit into the hearts of all believers, from the
fulness of  Christ. - In" Christ all fulness
dwells ; unfathomable fulness' which never
can be exhausted. ¢ And of his fulnéss we
receive grace for grace ;*? thatis, every be-
liever receives. some measure of every grace
that is in Christ, so that they resemble their
Saviour, as the impression on .the wax re~
sembles theseal : some measure of ‘every
grace according -to their faith. . So ihis spirit
of holiness and grace, communicated from the
hieavenly vine to the branchas ; from the liv-
ing -head to the living members, forms,
strengthens, and perpetuates, the principal
bond of union between Chyist and every true
belicver. The hond on man’s part is Faith in
Christ. The very essence of divine faith, is
to know Christ, and him-crucified. ¢ This
is life-cternal, to know thee, the only true
God, and Jesus Clrist whomn thou hast sent.”
—Irom the Fountuin of Life, or lhe Union
betweew Christ and  Belicvers, . By the Rev.
I, Joncs, of Creaton. S ' :

CIHANGE OF OCCUPATION WITHOUT
CHANGE OF HEART. -
The parents of De Rancé had filled the
highest ofiices’ under government, and he
was himself the god-son of the Cardinal Ri-
chelien.  Endowed-by “natere * with' great
powerand acuteness of feeling, with a mind
vigorons, comprehensive, and -energelic, he
beecame earlythe: pride - of -the universities
where he gained his education. These strik-
ing traits of "mind were enhanced by 2 neble
form, extreme ‘grace and:beaiity of person;
courtly manners, brillinnt wit, aud fascinating
powers-of conversation ; while' endowed. wit
abundant wealthy not smerely by family-‘in-
heritance, but by “princely: ecclesiastical -re-
venies, and high in - court favour; he seemed
to have vealized in one perfect lot all the most
gplendid-dreamsof Tomunge, s
= De*Rancé, in-commons with many -of the
hizh .clerey ol his time, was' atheistic - in
principle,” and “reckless’ and “abandoned - in
conduct, : Ambition” was theonly . serious
business ol his"life, “and. gaming and:‘every
species of profligute excess, its: amisements.
severaleircumstances together; comhined: to;
tirn ‘this stronz charagter. into™ ¢+ religious
{-the; cele-

cointry, this'Indy was suddenly ‘attacked by
the’ small poXiand died:< Returning: toParig;

poxyand di ! ,
De Raned S:o‘u"gh_g‘l\'e_r.lhqu‘se,".“nluc_l knoeke |

tre Dugdude 17225, Th $wus
i

Aiiehl the ast.supper -was eatvi:

more ‘§a- | 5

| the'convent, and “migt

.| irosled over this'desolate pla

‘vain for admission.  Surprised at | :
tion, he found his way np 'a privhte’ pass
o the {loor of lier apartment,where 'again

silent, and DevRance ‘at length: apened;. the
door ; but was frozen with-horror at the sight
that there presented ilself. ::In the, centre of .
the room stood,a leaden.coffin, ‘where Jlay the
lifeless form ‘of her he sought:;.the” head, se-
;vered from the hody.and lying :at ‘the ‘foot..of
the coffin, the.whole pattially concealed by, a
pall which had been bastily. thrown .over:it.
"The coffin,rad proved .too:.shoil,. and in ;the
horror of infection, this. expedient had -been
resarted o, to hasten ihe.completion, of the .
ccremony. . Nothing could./more -conmipletely
show: the utter heartlessness, the want.of alt
sentiment and feeling in- a people ‘devoid. of
religion, than this.closing scene of one of, the

amid the acclamations of society; adored-with
even heathenish' deference; and beheld at - her
feet the noblest ‘and bravest -of France's but
when thehand of discase and -death . toiched
her, there was not one found-—~net' even one
lowly heart amoug her servants ‘dnd attend-
imts, to protect her lifeless: form- from - sacti-
De Rancé, though unprincipled, was not,
it scems, heartless ; and his-horrorand des-
pair bordered on -phrenzy. A -belief in a
world to come, which he had never been able
entirely to subdue, was overwhelmingly re-
vived by this awful fate of one whom he hat
templed tosin. ' In his agony, he utlered an
exclamation, which; alas ! more than'one may
have had occasion 1o utfer over a friend for
ever departed—¢ She once sought God, and
T misled “her.*® - Shortly “after this incident,
the death of his politicai patron, the -Duke’ of
Orleans, laid the same-heavy hand on his am-
bitian, which already had heen laid upon "his
unhatlowed love. - With @ mind of such burn-
ing passion and. fietce: determination, there
was no iniddle course ; he distributed his for-
tune to the podr, threw up his ecclésiastical
yreferments, “and-:turning his back on the
splendors of -the most brilliant court of Eu-
rope, rtetired to the Abbey, of La Trappe, in
Normandy, to'spend his life in’ penances, and
ansteritics ‘as fearful as had been his sins;
Never was a place mote fitted to be, a conge-
njal-abode of a gloomy and remorseful  spirit
fhan this. - ‘The Abbey  was situated 'in.the
midst of dieary‘and -unbroken  forests; which
siretehed: aronnd.it for leaghes in_succession;

n¢nce where it steod  was surrounded. “on”
ides: byra'deep valley,- rlmost, impervious
i, Lleven:dark:an

were uinited toget ) |
it seem

, like i th
f:the ancient-fable, '

forever. separaling

: ce, -only:broken
by the sepulchral.tongs “of the::convent” bell;;
other “world, i o o
‘Atthe time that  De *Rancé threw himself’
into this institution, the.-monks who inhabited:
it had become men of the most abandoned and,
ferocious character; and from the frequency
of robbery and assassinations perpetrated by
them, were commonly known by the desig-
nation of the Banditli of La Trappe. Re-.
peated attempts were made to assassinate De |
Rancé ; but the encrgy of his mind, ‘and the
vehemence of an- cloquence -inspired by re-
‘morsc, and by all the deep-felt terrors of the .
world to come, prevailed even over these
hardened and bratal men, and the:convent”
was at last brought to a state of subjection and.
severe discipline, unparalleled even in the
annals of Catholic austerity—a discipline so
rigid and death-like, as well to earn for-it the *
designation it afterwards received, ‘of ¢ The .
tomb of La Trappe.”’ . Conversation of all.,
kinds was strictly forbidden, and an unbroken
silence reizned throngh the whele monastery, -
excepting forone hour on. Sunday mowming; ;
when a convocation was held on. religious
subjects.” All knowledge of the ‘proceedings -
of the outer world ‘was excladed, -and the
study of books forbidden.. Prayer, the,silent
performance.of the multiplied . forms of Ca-
tholicism, and the culture of the grounds; '
were the only occapations -allowed, - The -
common hall, where the inmates -assembled,
was hiing with 'Yic(urcs of the ‘most terrible
déscription.” “All the mysteries ol deathy all" "

¢xhibited—the  corpse, the skeleton, the sonl, .
agonized in purzatory, or writhing: in: the

"The clothing of the':inmates - was of  heavy
woollen stuff, never laken off or' changed,
night or day, sumnier and "witter,. and' their*

arrangement to ‘exclude cvery. possible com- .
fott; and'to unite everylhing'in: lite that ‘was™
‘hard and disagrecable ; and--any. desire tg. 8o&y ¢
‘cute eiise, ‘gt ta'avoid inconvenience of any
sorty wils strongly reprohated” as "contrary
‘the:desien of the instititions During:the s
tverest weather-in; winter;inganonk wivas -al:
Towed, to, warn himself 8t a fire; aiid De Ran
fonce tirned away a'novice: Trom , the' instit
tioii} becaige inwevding the convent Sardeh; ™
“he-put;aside:the. nettles :that. woanded: his}.
oS , like.¢very other evil; was’

i
strugaleayiproached; e wiis laid on

ties on; the foor of his cellythere to

whicli. came on'the ear like ‘echoes; from -ap -

ep- -
(]
the

repeatedly knocked ' for admission. ;- All was

proudest beauties of France. - She had moved

without inhabitants or signs of life.: The emj- "
; it
ot

the revolting secrets of the grave were there”..

flames of hell-—all, in short, that ‘conld inspire ™
draad  and terror was .constantly -before thé..:
eyes. . The furnjture of each cell consisted of . .
a beid composcd of knotfed straw rope, a‘rug,
a few hoaks of devotion, ‘and @ Human:skall."

‘food of the toarsest andmost ‘uninviting-dex s -
“L.seription. -, In short, there, was a . systematic: -




