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albandon the un11dertaking in despair.
After the lapse or 50 yers'S, we are per-
haîps hardly qualified to judge correctly
on the subject, but there can eli no doubt
tiat rmlost serious errrs were comitted
by the proioters of the work, errors,
wlich were condored by the majority of
the tepresentatives of the people, and
wlicl we are not inclined at this time to
vicw vith severity. At the saine timie we
canniot but regret, that tlie author should

have rendered it necessairy for us, lin order

to estbilish the truth of listory, to aivert

to filcts wh0iclh be lhas either concealed
or misrepresented. We have already
iaticed thlat bhe first scleine submittedl
to lie public contemplated a canal to be
billatat a cost of $ 160,000, and that Mi.
Merritfil his speech in Nov., 1824, on the
occasion or turning the first sod, vas still
ol'opinioii taint tiiis scheme was feasible

ail'd a'dlquiate for the purpose. Il about
thlrce imonths laterlMr. Merritt writes :' I

lhave consequently chianged the whoIle
îschcine ai' systemn of our canal." Tiis was

written fron York, the capital or Upper
Canada, to Dr. Prendergast, whioi lie in-
foiis tihat lie " left home with power to

e at as I thought properl." Mr. Merritt
hiai in fact milertaken a woric eitirely
beyonid the resources of any privatc
company' likely to be establisheld at that
iiti', ilidecd beyond the ability of the

Province itself, and it Iay be proper to
olserve Lthat the change of plan was
adoptedt the instigation of Mr. Yates,
of New York. The consequence w'as
tlhat for years the work ivas carried aIo
tundier bbe greatest possible disadvaitage,
but ib llust be adnitted at the saime tine
that, but for the indomitable perseverantce
of Mr. Merritt, it would lave been de-
layed for maniy years. It is a question
w-hether Mr. Merritt wNould naot have
servei lis country better by inaking aner-
getic ef'orts ta piocure tie coIstruictionî
Of the work by the Goverrnent in imita-
tion oI' De Witt Clinton, who had en-
couintered anu opposition quite.as foriid-
able as any whlicl could be aniticipated in
Upper Caiada. Sncb, certain ly. wras the
opilnion of misenjust as much alive as Mr.

lerrib was, to the importance of the
wrork, but ilo belleved tit, bis policy
liad led to great raste of noncy, and liad
eveu retarded the completion of the
canal on its enlarged scale. We cannot
venture to pronsounce ais opinion on this
point at so great a distance of tine, but wqe
do not iesitate to afîirn that such works
ils cansais connecting such inland secas as
L'tkes trie and Ontario with our noble
river, and likewrise wvith Laike Clplain,
ought ob in the lands o -the Goveri-
mniazt af the country and not in those Ofa

prîivate coa i. l is but recently thtat
we wer in iegotiation wili the ieigliboI-
ing repulic ais bte subject of a commcialsi
treaty, by one or the provisions of vicih
the Dominion wîouldî have beeni bounîd to
construct a canal betwen the St. Law-
rence and LaIke Cliansplain, anii yet a

private coipansy lias obutainel a cartcer
to cOnstitIct biat very woIk, and luis 1'or'
years faled, as the Wellaii canîal con-
palny failed, to get private capitalists to
subscribe f'ai' tIe stock. Tllere is evidencîe
to be founds in the apenices to bhe
iullierous reports o selet emma ittees of
the Upper Cansala AssembIly ait the
Welland Canal tlat tlhe vacillation w-hii
wras eshsibited by the projectors fat
work lin its early stages n'as one cause of
the opposition witlh whîticli tliey liad to
contend. That apposition was unceasing,
and was doubtles stimulated by Mr.
MNferritb's avowed politialopinuions. Before
enterinîg on bhe subject ai' bte conîtroaversy
be twreen Mi'. Merriitbtcandthis Par'liamuentar'y
oppoients ais lis canîai policy, it may be
desirable to notice bita, ill 1828 lie visitad
England for the first tisse wvithl a view to
obtain assistance fron the Goveriisent,
and c iptions to the stock of te
comspany. During blntt visib lie w'as ex-

aineîsdc aS a witness before the celebrated
Committee o' the House of Conun1on0s,
whîticli sat dmning the session of that year

ta consider the aflis of' Canada. Mi.
Merritt' gave it as his opinion that Upper

Canada was far behind bhe adjoiining states
in prosperity, aud bis panacea ab thati

tine wras to iatdt over Montreal to Uliper

Canada ii otrler that it miiiglt have a sea
port. We imiay cite lis own words : If

I maintain we only waint the city Of' Mont-

" real to enable uis fo produîce slnilar re-

"sults on a much greater and more bene-

" ficial scale." le objeed to a union

with Loiwer Caiada, and lie declared : Il We

lhave good reasonî to be satisfied. with) our
" formt of Goverî'unmeint." Soon after huis

return to Canuada the elections fou' tie

tenth iarliaiienît of Upper Canada, wiere

heldi, and 11r. Mirritt was ianihiatet as a

candidate by his friends, but did not thien

succeed. We iartn from the biograstpiy
that Mr. Merritt's journey to EtIgland
foieit a lien' epoch in is life, and lel to

his turning is attention to politics. He

comnmnenced his political career uts a fol-

lowr of' the otd Bureaucratic party, popu-
larly known as tie Family Compact. He

could hardly ait the tine have taken a

different line. Anong the earliest avo-
cates, of bte Welland Canal, as we learni

fron the biography, wvere Bishop Strachan,
Chie Justice Rlobinsons, and Mr. 1ei'y

John Boulton, while 31r. tMackenzie ap-

pears to have opposedI al the schtenes of

the comeipanîy, both iii Parliaisment ini in
Ite press. h'letentli Parlaîununt i wich

the Reformi party liaid a iiajority iwas of
shtort duration, hîaving been dissolvei on
te deatl If King George bte 4tl in 1830.

Mr. Meitt was înot a canditidate at the
geerial election, anid bte seat for Ifaldi-
iaid was conttebted. it so happeneid,

howevrci', blat thle rival candidates were
both carried oil by the cliolera, epidemic
Of 1830, wliereupon Mir. Merritt wvas ect-
el to jill the vacancy. Me seeims to have
votei steadiiy wit tIe Govemnent of
the day, ihicI wVas favorable to his mna-
sures t'or improving the navigation, and
lie v o fo tle expulsion of M'. Mac-
keziie, a fict wichiil hils biographer lias
omuitted to record, altIougli lie specially
refers to te fal t of the expulsion. It is
unn.ecessary to enter into tie listory of
ttis expilsion, Ivhich wîe ilobice chieily
jecauise there can be little doubt that it
pro lucel a powerfuil et'ect ais Mr. Mac-
kenzie, and led Iimu to ietaliite,lhen cir.
cuimlsltinces eniabledi him ta do 0, osn all
wh'io liaI taken part in tliat proceedinig.
Durinîg tour years Mr. Mackeizie was ex-
cluded from bte Legislatur', during wIich
time lie paid a long visit to Eiiglanid, and
was courî'teoisly listeinedt to by the lin-

perial autlorities in Dowiig Street. At
te ensuing general electioii, li 854, Mr.

Meri'itb n'as r.e-eiected, but tse Rellformsers
obtained a maiijority, and during the first
session Mir. Mackenzie procured tie ap'

poiitinein Government Director' an the
Weîandî Canal, fully dterm'inedto. ives-
tigate aill the acts of' thie Corporation
whiicli by this time bad becomse depend-
ent on G.Ioveirîînment ait for carrying ot
te vork. Those irio lave read Mr.
LinIsay's I" Life and Timtes of' W. L. Mac-
kenzie," a wvork which enîbraces mi uch the

saime period ofI history as te biography
Iowv uider consideration, will be able to
comprehend Mr'. Mritt's troubles during
tie year 1835. Mu'. Mackenzie made St.
Cathsarines his ieicidquarters, and instead

of performing in Ie isial perfuictory
maniner, duties, whiclh till then liad been
considered honorary, hie lande ain investi-
gation such as c skiled accountanti, would
inîsbibtite.into the estate of an .insolvent

debtor to whicli lie liad bee iappointed
assignee. Mr. Merritt's biographer imakes

a serions clarge against IIr. Mackenlze, in
bie followiing ivords -- l lie ýso far forgot

"his position and transcended the limits

a of propriety as to obtain his (Mr. 1%fer-

"iritt's) private memoranda, and after-

"l wards publish the sam e in bis genleral

I charges against the officials of the Wel-

" land Canal," nd this l whilst enjoying

cg the friendslip ani hospitality of' our
"subjectý" Mr. Lindsay, the son-i.lawof


