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THE  HARP.

so, Christian. The streets are few, and
like all Eastern cities, nuvrow and dirty
—very narrow and very dirty, indeed.
Many of the people are out of doows.
As we puss along, we sce some small,
rude shops or denn, in which various
articles are oxposed for sale.  We look
in other rooms, and find men at worlk
sitting on the «rz-mmd turning Leads tor
TOSArIQs. 'Jhc work is done 1 rapidly,
and great quantities of these ave made.
Also, crosses and medals are carved from
the mother of pearl shell,

As every one who goes lo the Holy
Land make some pmdmscs of these
articles, there is quite a brisk trade at
Baster time, when the pilgrims most re-
sort to the shrines. These heads, medals
and crosses are taken to Jerusalem and
blessed, in- the most Iloly Sepulchre of
our Lord,and are thus held in just estima-
{ion among the holy things of earth. = A
cross made in Bn,thl(,hcm where Christ
was born, and blessed in fhe most Holy
Sepulchre where he was buried, and
from which he rose triumphant over

_death, is surely a precious thing for any
~ Christian to have. The seraps of pearls

which are left in the manufiacture of

“erosses. and medals, and” have  been

thrown out as refuse, sparkle and glisten

~in the ])]'l"‘ht suns hll]C. n.mmdmfr ong

of the uty above, whose gates ar cpc-ul
But the place where Chl ist was born is

<80 holy that not even.pourls ave too pre-

cious to pave ils streets.

The’ grotto or cave in which” Olmst
was bom is covered by alarge ‘church.
Of this spot, as being the very place
where the ‘infant Gozl was born,-there
never has been a doubt. The identifica-

. tion of it goes’ buck to ‘the very next.

century ‘after the Ascension of- Christ.
Thé church was built by St.-Helena, tho
mother of the first Christidn ¢ Empu'ox'
Constantine’ the Great, and it is-the
oldest place erected for Christian wor-
ship in-the world. Tt was solidly and
well buiit and even now bids fair to Iast
when many-of- the -slight structuresof

,modern times shall: ]nvc fallen into ruin.

It is fifteen hundred years old, in length
one :-hundred ‘and " twenty . feet, The
breadth - bemg ‘one - hundred -and iton.
There - are: four ‘rows of “large. marble
columns; - taken, - - probably, from : the
porches of the . temple - in -Jerusalem’
Bach-row: contains tvelve columns; each

o one- bemg cf a'single- stone twenty f’eet

high, and thirty. -inchos in dinmetor;
they ave smoath, and have handsome
capitals of the Corinthinn order. - "The
roof of the churely was originally of the- .
cedars of Liehanon, but was repaired
about four hundred years ngo with oal..
The columns were once nchlv orng-
mented, and the walls were inlaid with
mosnics; these are nearly all gone, and
whitewash is in their stead.  The. sane-
tuary was very beauntiful, and yot ve-
trins mueh of the adornment of better
days; but we can only see the top of”
the altar sereen as westand in the body
of the church, for o large wall now runs
entirely across the uppcr el of the
nave, div iding it from the sanctuary. -In
consequence of this, the whole church
looks desolnte, empty; and cold.  'Ihere-
are some chcup and menn - glass lunaps,
a few ostrich eggs, and other Lulhn-rub—
jeets i the . way - of decaration, but the
whole of this once beawtiful and m: gni-
ficent interior js desolate and noglt,uul
Being common. property of the Lmting,
Grreeks, and Armenians, it receives eare -
from nonce;.or-rather, the jealousies of
the Christians prevent any attempl at
restoration. . ‘e’ stone © pavement s,
broken and ivregular. The main door

Jof entrance hom the village has” beon

partly walled up, so that one can only
enter by stooping low. This was done-
n long time sinee, to hinder the Turks.
from riding in on horses, mules and
c¢amels ; and  the: bavrier against this
sort of desecration is effectual enough.
The sanctuary’ of the church is di-
rectly over thesspot. where our Tovd
was  born ;. and. was once, a3 .16 -should
be, rich and gorgeous 48 lovuw devotion:
could make it—a brave sxfrht. in the day
of its perfection. “Raised six feot nbove |
the fevel of the floor of the hmh of the
church, it is nearly:square, and.is large
enough to nccommodite the congr (,ga-
tion who gather there. - This sanctuary
is in the, pOSSCaalOn of thé- Greeks and
Armenjans’; for-they heing richer than
the Latins, have bought. from the Turks-
the. largest share in all the holy-pluces
in Bethlehem and Jerusalem. ~
_The - church: with its:sanctuary «de- -
seribed :above,-ig'over -the -cr ypt;.or.
grotto, which is the glory, of ‘Bethelem, .
the place, where Christ: was born. ., It is.
reaclied by, a flight.of steps onreachiside :
of theugreat: ;sanctuury, abput thirteen
in numberdmuchhworn by thousnnda ofi’




