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so, Christian. Tho streets ire few, and
like ai Eastern cities, ia-row and dirty
-yoe'ry narrow and vo'y dirty, indeed.

Many of the people are out Of doors.
As .We pass along, we sec somne nîIalIl
rudt1e shops or dIens, in whih vIriou0s
articles are exposed for sale. We look
in other roomns, and findI men at, work
sitting' on the grointd, turning beads for
rosarioe . Tlie w'ork is dono rapidly,
and great quanltit ies of these areI made.
AIso, crosscs and medalsarocarved from
thec mother of' pearl1 shell.

As overy oin who goes to tlie Holy
Land iake soie 1 Cihases of' tLhese
articles, there is quite a brisk trade at

E iaster tie, w'heii the pilgrims mnost re-
sort, to the shrinos. Thoso beads, miedals
and Crosses are takei to Jerusalem ind
blessed, in tIe iost ifoly Seplehre of'

ou1 Lord, Idit are thuls hold in just estiimalt-
tion aiong the holy tings of (arth. . A
cross iado in Beihlehein, wiere Christ
was born, and blessed in the m1ost 1Holy
sepulchre whrce he was bur'ied, and
f'rom which l)e rose triimplhant over
dIcath, is stiurely a preciois thing i for aniy
Christian to have. Te scr.aps of )oli-s

aich ac loit in the ianifiacttire of
crosses anld mcdals, and have oei
throwi out as refuse, sparkle and glisten
in the briight sinshinc. r'eîîin linig onec

othciy abovo.e%] wose gaites aro- peart .
But the place whîere Christ was boin is

so holy that not even pearls :rc too pro-
cious tO pave its str'Cets.

The grotto or Cave in which Christ
was born is cover'd by a aIrgo churîî'ch.
Of' this spot, as being the very place

whe the intlnt-God was boi): there
never bas been a doubt. The idlen)tifica-
tion of' il goes back to lte very next
centuiriy after the Ascensioi oi' Christ.
The chirch was built hy St. Heclena, the
mother of' the fir'st Christiàn EiEmperor,
Constantine the Great, and it is lte
oldest place er'ected for Christianl w'or'-
ship in the wor-Id. IL was solidly end
'Well built and even now bids fai' to hlast,
when many of-the sliglit structures of
modern times shal have faolen into ruin.
It is fifteen hundred years old ; in length
one hundred and twenty feet, the
breadth boing loe hundi'ed and iten;
There aie four rows of large ma'ble
colimns, taken, probably, fi'om the
porches of tho temple in Jerusalein'.
iBach'row contains itweive columnsjeach
oDe- being ;f- a singIe Stone, twenty fot

higli, :imîd thirty inchtes in diamieter;
tly arte stnootlh, anîd h ave iîidsomte

capitals of tlic Corinthiiin order. Yfbn
r.oof or the culirci was ri ginally of [he
cedars of' Lebanon, but was tepaired
about four hnlidred yeii's ago witi oak..

Thte colimins were once rich lv ornita-
I)etcd, aid fite walls were inlaid witl
mosails; [hese ae uarly aIl golo, aid

whitowslt is in their stuad. 'l'lio sinc-
t.iary was very beauît'til, atd yet 'o-
tains mtct ofiIe adornmetliunt ' of botter

days; but w":Ian onlly sec thle top) of"
ithe aliin- socen als we Csiumt in) Ilhe bodly
of' thle church-e, for al lare %wall1 now runls

outirtly across he pe aîîl sc ind of the
iave, dividing it I·om thte sanctiary. In

consequnceof' this, tie 'holo cIn·îîCl
looks desolitto, eiipty, and cold. Toro

:a-c someIC chealp und mîen lla lais,
at few ostrich? egg.s, anI oheI rilig b
jects ini the aVy of dtcorahtion, bthe
whole of' this once beautifitl and mîuagini-

ticenti inîter'ior is desolate and noglectet.
Roing com0mou propert'y of' ilie Latins,
G reeks, and A rminounian, it receives caro

from nolne i':" rathi-L', the jealotiusies of'f
tle Cliristians preoit yIl attol p. t

restoration. The1 stone p:i'oln is
broken ndi 'egular. Tlie imain doo
of' entrance fromi lte village has beei
partly alled up, so tlhat ote cao only
enteri by stooping low. 'this vas donc
al long time sinice, to hinder the Turks
fro i iing i o horsos, niuidos aniid
cnmtels ; a n)id the b t-rir ailgttiist this
sort ofdesceration is eif'ctial en1o1tgh.

The sanctuaryili of the cliiici is di-
I'eetly over lite s)ot whero oui' Lord

wls born; and was once, Ils IL shlouldl
be. 'icl and gorgeous Ils Ioving devotioin
col itnale it-t bitve siglit in tle d ay
of' its peIfection. Raised sir font lbove
the level of tle floor of the body of the
chîu'cl, it is nelirly square, and is largO
eioughlI to accomimodatc the coigrega-
Lion who gathei thore. This sanctiuary
is in thîe.possessioi of the Grceis and
Armenitis; o'they bciIg ricel' tLi

the Latins, have bought from the Tur'ks
the largest sltre in atlLthe 1ioly placos

in Bethlehren and Jerusalema.
The chureh , with itsusanctuary kde-

scribed tabove, is over the crypt or
grotto, whiCh is the glory of'Bétholem,
the plaeehroi Chistmas bora. It is
reached. .by a flight of steps onoaciîside
of the'great;sanctu'yary about thirtoèn
in nîiiberijmuch4worn by thousands ofi


