
3" A LEGEND OF ThE APENNINES.

thè gruff tones of bis jailor did not as usual salute 1 palace, and 1 knew, if i returned ln the morning, it
him. He heard him busy in preparing the table wvould be to meet the anger of my father, and the
foW bis evening meal, and he thought bis step more deadly vengeance of the Duke. So I fled with the
gentle, and his movements quieter, than ivere their bribe, which had tempted me to release Oie ivho de-
*ont. Presently every sound ceased, but then a low served punishment, and when I had disposed of it,
sigh caught his ear, and, impelled by curiosity, he and lived upon its fruits till all ivere exhausted, I
turned bis head, and saw, standing mute and ear- returned to these mountains, and joined the band of
nestly regarding him, not the ruffian who had hith- freebooters, of which Mailfredi had become the chief.
erto attended him, but a lad ofsome seventeen years, He feund me bold and active, and, in order Lu r-
rho, though elad in the livery of the band, display- tain me in his service, be loaded me wîth kindnes

ed a coantenance less sinister ln Its expression, and and with bounties, entrusted me with lus Most im-
on which, notwithstanding many darker traits, yet portant missions, and made me at length the conf,
lingered some traces of kindness and hunianity. dante of ail his plans and purposes. This, for a Lime,
Anibal weleomed the change withjoy, and eagerly flattered and deceived me into a bcliefthat I loved the
demanded, In tones that were almost glad, to what life1 had chosen-but the enyy of my omrades
hippy cause he was indebted for the absence of the ivas awakened, by the preference shown to nie, and
savage Manuel?1 the many instances ofhatred and ulI-ivill ivhich they

' He left the to*er this me hn, Signor," said the exhibited Lowards me, made me ofteu wish ta escape
boy, aeaklng ini a Bubdued tone, el "and will be ab- from their companionship, and reLurn Lo the better
mtit weml nigh h weee."r hlee fram which w had kled.

. Andl whltber hath he goe" amed Anibaa, the This' houtever, e had n mt the courage t do; but
Que tbought of Violasm danger alus süugcstiug iL- porne manths since, Iearned by accident, that My

fLreachery, in freeive Manfredi from his hands, hd
"fýle lcade hall a score of tnemil Signor, on a se- brought suspicion upon my father, who, notwith-

ctst eXpedÎlms over thé ino"4tains, where they are standing his protestations of innocence, had been
to lie in, wuit for s'rtehi booly, which, 'they, have warn- dismissedl froms the b5uke's service, in ivhich hie hs d
ing, will shortly pass that way."1 been bor , and the pvas then suffrin the ax-

Humph ! a service worthy of himn,"1 mnid An- tremes of poerty and ilnes. This rumour arous-
nibal*j4 "but 1 thank CodI Ibe sny respite tram his ed remore withi me, and, hen traced him out
lated prseang, and May death or liberty be miné an found the report fully confirmed, sorely repent-
ere b again retern, ta deepen the gloom even of this ed me of the evil I had brought upon him, and I

-rk and dreary chamber. ernestly wished that might fand sme meaAbs t
ffeh, Sighr !a said the lad drawof g nearer ta reinstate him in the siteat-on he'had test. Though

Annibal, and lookig cautiouly toirrde the dot, in great ivant, h would accept noue of te gol 1
to biave somewhat t say t thee, but mu t be offered hlm, for, by some means, e had become ac-
b4Hmf, pnd apak 10w, or we may b6overfeard." quainted with my mode of life, anA n-e spurued atnbal"Say on, rid Annibal, lad quîckly-thou what he called my ilI-gotten gains.

ta mesenger an good iding , know it, in thine "This made mc the more desirous ta sec hlm
eye boes uat thyisert, for 1read in il the beam- again fillIng his former place in the Duke's servie
ingm of hunsan mympathy aud love." but when 1 expresscdl my feelings ta Manfredi, lie

.0Aies 1 they are weil uigb quenched within me>-" scafibd at mY woman's heart, andI forbade my visit-
tid the boy, mourufully; 11but liston, and thou shal ing the old men agaIn, under the penalty of bis

har what 1 have t tell thee. 1 arn tse trusted con- utmost shverity. It is needles ta say, did n t obey
fidante acd minion of our chief, Manfredior f should this cruel command, thoug I was cautious lu
pot be deputed, during the absence of the incorrupti- breaking it, and have not yet been able t effect the
ble Manuel, to supply him place, in attending uponso obje t of my wishes. t hen at thy capture, h learn-
important a prisoner as thysoit'. Thou knowest Man- ed from the chier who Lhou wvert, aud howv conct-
fredils hjstory, Signer ; himself informed me that hie ed with tise houehold of LIse Duke, i re3o ed to
related aIsl ta theeand thou wilt therefore knov mine, see thee-but even wa that purpose have bex baf-
whe I tell thee that I arn the lad Autonio, who re- led til now, when Manuel' absence favurs My
leaed hlm fros the dungeon ista which hoe was wish, and I seize this firt moment of converse vith
Lhrown, alter bis assault upon the youug Prince de thde, to entreat thy intercession with t ane Duie,
Urbino.,, for-»

"a and ince that lime thou hast foelowed this out. "Darest thou tock me, boy 1" sd Annibal, n-
lw i bis wld and wicked ctreer 1l asked A nibal terruptin him'with fierce diepleastre. "How am
ookig wth pity on the degraded yonth. " It plead for Lhee or thy mimerable father, barred

e What Other course cotil pursue, Signor 1 and baîted as 1 ar ivithin these cursed waels a t Give
ouild not cancesîthetact I had commltted, for, in me freedom, and I will do for thee what s hau-but
h arwhtagi he o tell.U thee ia h th S r ted on-
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