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' ]ma ANTISTATE-CHURCH MOVEMENT.
MEETING AT IPSWICH,

P

CAtridged trom the Sufalk Chronlele y

On Thursday evening, a numerons and re
gpectable meeting was held, atihe New Corn
Exclmnge, for the purpuse of promoting the
ubjrects uf the Anti ®tate-Chureh Agsociation
There were nearly 000 persons in attendance,
and it was certainly e strongest demonstra-
tion ever maie upun the questiwn W this town
ot county  Mr I Ml the ediior of the Non
wnformist, and Mr Kiugsley, attended as the
deputation

Ou the motion of Mr Grimwade, Mr Neve, of
Tuddeshiamn, having been callid to the chair,
opened the proceedings 1w an appropriate ad-
dress, explanatory ofthe object they were met
to serve.

The Rev. {. Lord moved the first resolution:

"That this meeting looks upon the uuion of the Church
and the State as the source of many and ureat evils, the
removal of which can only be expected from the withe
drawal of ull S.ate revenues and endowments from all res
{igrous parties and pu: poses,

He concluded a suitable speech in support of
the motion as follows:

He tooked upon Christ as the only head of
the Church, as holding 1n his haods the ecep-
tre, as having the Church under his control, as
possessing the supreme nght to determine its
laws, institutions, rites, and ceremonies, in all
ages of the world. Now, when a governinent
stepped in and deteriined what would be the
rites of the Church, he held that it was an in-
fringement of this pecuhar prerogative of Christ.
‘I'heretore, as a Christian man, he was bound
to go forth,and say to the parties who interfered
with these wmatters, * No, you have no right to
meddle with these things; they belong, exclu-
sively and peculiarly, to Christ ashead of the
Church, and my allegiance to himn demands
that you let these matters alone.”” Not that he
would pull down the Chuich or alter her forms
and cereinonies. Nothing of the kind. Sune
might have her creeds and services ; he only
wished her to be altogether free from payment
by the State, and pay for her torms and ceremo-
nies, and all her religious services, out of her
own pocket, on the principle that Dissenters
themselves adopted (hear, hear)—namely, that
a man should be at liberty to pay for that reli-
gion which he liked best, the same as he was
at liberty to go and buy his bread of that baker,
or employ that physician, whom he prefarred
(applause)

Mr Kingsley, one of the deputation, seconded
the resolution, and took occaston to point out
the evil effects of & State Church upon mental
and spiritual independence. He passed+in re.
view the history of the Church, to show that,
notwithstanding the efforts made to secure uni-
formity of thinking and teaching, great diversi.
ty of opinion had always existed within the bo.
somn of the Establishinent :—

Whence all this agitation now? Why did
we find the Church divided into two great fac-
tions? Sinply because the State denied to the
Church the power ol enacting its own laws,—
The controversy between these parties might
be determined if there was a central power in
the Church to which their differences might be
referred. But to whom was it referred 2 To
the Privy Council ; and what did the Privy
Council say 7 * Gentlemen, you are both right ;
there may be differences among you, but there is
no necessity for separating ; live in harmony
and keep the peace” The State, whenever
there was any commotion of the kind, looking
at it as a Church militant, gave the word of
command, “ Stand at ease I" # Aayou were I"
(laughter). But these contentions would go on
g0 long as the Church continued in alliance
with the State The clergy said they wished
to be free. Well, they could be free ; the Anti-
state-church Association did not wish to inter-
fere with them. They might haveall their offi-
cers, archbishops, bishops, deans, canons, resi-
dentiaries, precentors, and sacristans, and have
them in abundance, but pay for them, and keep
their hands out of other people’s pockets, If
they would consent to do that, then all contro-
versy with them, so far as the Anti-state-church
Association was concerned, was at an end. Ta
bring about the consummation all they had to do
was to create public opinion by holding such
meetings as that, and giving expression to the
sentiments which they had uttered (applause),

The resolution was carried unanimously,

N Miall then came forward, amidst consid-
erable cheering, to move the following resolu.
tion :— '

That this meeling_ref'oices in the growing recognition
by all parties, especially by Churchmen, of the dangers
consequent upon the union of Church and State, and
pledges itself to increased effort to promote the object
which the Anti-state-church Association seeks to attain.

In commencing his address he said ;

Ipawich, I believe, is peculiarly d with
churches (laughter). I don't knoWjiiprecisely
how many you have ; but I believe you have--

A Voice: Thirteen (laughter).

Mr.Miall :—and they stand pretty thick in
propottion to the population, Here 1 vee before
me a vast assemblage of peopls, gathered from
all quatters of the town, for the purpoes of hear-
ing the most pernicious and malignant senti-
ments that can be uttered by men (laughter)

~ aentiments that are utterly subversive of all
the institutions of the land, and it they could
only be carried out by the hot-headed people
that are proaching them from town to wwo,
would tnost assuredly result, first in the destrue
uon of all religion, and then ia the overturniug
of the throne and the coustitution (laughier).
We have, I suppuose, in this town, at the leasy,
thirteen pard teachers of the state, piud {or pro
tecting relygion ; paid for conserving the insu
tutions of the country ; and not one of them is
here (laughter). They will allow us to come
here and put all manuer of false nouous into
your head about the Establishunent, and they
don’t come to defend their awn theory, and put
ug down as easily as they could (laughter) —
We are but sophists, we can neither prove our
poing from the Bible nor fromn reason, and very
tew words would suffice 1o blow all our argu.
ments into the air, and they don't come here to
give us the few words (laughter). They will
allow all tis vast congregation to go away
filled with sentiments that are subversive
of the peace of society, and make no effort
to put it down. Now, I don’t understand
that. If the men were right, if they kaew their
position was a strong one, and that ours was
an unteasonable one ; if they felt that they had
good ground to stand upon, and that we were
gaining strength in popular affections and pop
ular sympathies ; and if it were but only neces:
sary that they should state their arguments in
order to convince you, don't you think they
would have been present this evening 7 (hear,
kear). Wonld not the thirteen clergymen of
this town hu e been sitting on these beaches
just to contvovert any false statement of facts, or
ineet any false argument or inference that we
might buse vpon those facts? Anl yet, some.
how or ather, it happens that we ge about from
place to place, and we look for our opponents in
vain. 1 look iuto altnost every book that I can
look into, in order to see what is the argument
by which the Establishment principle is inain-
tained, and I never ses any argument at all.—
It is & thing taken for granted; it is an axiom
never to be questioned. Bishops propound 1t in
the House ol Lords as though it had never been
discussed by huinan intellect. Members of
Parliament go upon the hustings and say they
really don't understand what you mean, when
you ask them whether they are for the separa-
tion of Church and State ; they cannot conceive
how religion ceuld possibly exist if 1t were not
for the connexion between Church and State.
And all these clergymen tell you from time to
time that the Bible, and reason, and experience,
and history, all go to convince a an, without
any long argumentation upon the subject, that
there must be a connexion between Church and
State. Now, I won't argue this question as
they won't (hear, heat, and laughter). I will
suppose that the thirteen gentlemen—the cler-
ynen of this town—are present. And I will,
gm of all, suppose that these gentlemen want
to know what 1 am driving at. Here you are
speaking to a large audience, like the present
-—what 18 it you want 7—what is it you want ?
Why do you attack us? Why are you constantly
levelling your arguments against us? Well, 1
should say, that which I want is siinply this
that you, gentlemen, get paid for your religious
services by those who like them. That's all—
(loud cheers)—nothing else—that's all I want
(continued cheerin%). That you should not
have the power of the law to force us to pay for
what we derive no instruction from, or even if
we were capable of deriving instruction from,
we would be rather leflt to pay for according to
our own will. Well, is that very unreasona.
ble? (hear, hear). These gentlemen say, “Oh,
but the state of the case is such that it 1s abso.
lutely necessary for the extension and miainte-
nance of religion throughout the country that
the Church should be maintained by the State
Now, don't be deceived by terms. Just strip the
maiter of all its mystery, ofall its generality,
and it comes to this, that the thirteen gentle.
men who preach the gospel in Ipswich, mean
to say by that, that it is absolutely necessary
lor the sustentation of religion in Ipswich that
they should be paid, whether you like it or not
(hear, hear, hear). That's the real common.
sense view of the question ; that's the whole ar.
gument of the connexion of the Church and
State : that is to say there are certain men
who came te us with what they call their Di.
vine teaching, and they tell us that it is abso
lutely necessary for the welfare of our fellow-
countrymen, that they should give us their
teaching it is quite necessary they should take
the money (hear, hear, and laughther). 1t they
don't give.to us their teaching it 18 quite neces-
sary they should take the money (laughter).
We may be saved if we will; we may run to
schism shops if we please; we may connect
ourselves with “Programs” (laughter)—we nay
do almost any ainount,of spiritual mischief; but
we can't escape the pay (much laughter).—
Well, now, what is the objection to this? 1Is
there any objectien? [ should say to these
gentlemen, in the first place, ** Gentlemen, who
are you ? (loud laughter). Where do you eome
from ? (renewed laughter). Whence do you
derive your authority? (hear, hear). When
other men coine, either with articl s of merchan-
dise or with the product of their minds, 1 order
that they may transler these things to us for a
consideration, these men always pay some de-

fence to our will, and usk us, ‘Are you willing
to exchange so much property which you hold

1n order that you may have such and such ad
vantages which wo can give? But you come
and take our property first, and then.say, ‘Re.
ceive 1ny anetruction,’ and you justify the tak
ing of pruperty bLecause you are gowg to give
us spititual instruction,  Now, I ask, where du
you come frum (laughter) that you shoald pre
sume thue to deal with us?  Whence do you
desive your anthotity, aud what is your charter,
that you should set yourselves up above the
whole community, rod presumne to put yous
hands into therr pockets, saying, *We have o
right to take your money for our instruction,
though the instruction may be utterly unsuited
to your taste or case ?'"  They tell us they are
descended from the apostles (derisive Jaughter)
—yes, descended fromn the apostles by a direct
line of succession, conunued from the time of
the apostle Peter, anbroken through the Roman
Catholic Church, down to the present time
(shouts of derisive laughter)—that 1t.is 1mpos-
sible any man can be surely regenerated except
he receive the sacrament given him at the hand
of the authorized priest; and that the Church
of England, meaning thereby the thirteen gen-
tlemen who officiate in this town, and the 10,
000 or 12,000 gentlemen who officiate in other
towns, that the Church of England is the only
church on earth that has a rnght to be quile
sure that it has the body and blood of Christ to
give to the people. Well, 1 say to these gen-
tlemen, take your stuff where your stuff may be
accepted. ‘L'his is the nineteenth century ; per:
sons may wear black clothing and white neck-
cloths: they may have had a university educa-
tion, and have passed examination in classics
and mathematics ; but don't treat us as fools;
don't attempt to palm upon us tales that 150
years ago our forefathers snapped their fingers
at (applause)—dan’t bring down such childish
and puerile nonsense to us, and pretend—impi.
ously pretend too—that this is the gospel ofsal-
vation sent down to us from heaven (hear, hear)
Jf this 18 what you :nean you are impostors
(hear, hear). You are pretending to teach for
that which is heaverily and saving that which
is nothing of the kind, and which, if you use
your common senee, you know can be nothing
of the kind. Therefore, we say to these gentle-
men, whatever may be your assumptious let
thetn be reasonable assumptions before you ex-
pect us to accede to then,
* ] L4 L] * L] [ ] L]

What a pretty sort of religion that must be

in the land, supposing it to be dependent upon’

this condition! Three hundred years these
clergymen, {from the number of ten to fifteen
thousand. well paid, educated at the Universi.
ties, superintended by bishops, having their du-
ties prescribed for them by State authority—
three hundred years have these clergymen been
at work, religiously and spiritually, to educate
the people ofthese realms ; and they have done
it so effectually that thay say, unless the sti-
pends of the ministers who preach this religion
be seized by force out of the pockets of the
subjests, all religion will die out of the land,
(Hear, hear, hear, and loud and long continued
applause) A pretty sort of religion they must
have faught the people, to have taken no deeper
rcot than that. It means this, ¥ We have
taught the people for three hundred years, and
we dare not trust the peopls a single year for
any of our temporal wants.” Why, if I werea
Churchman, 1 should be héartily ashamed of
such an argument. I never would go about,
up and down the streets, especially in a place
where | am known, and say, * My religion has
no power unless it be maintained by the argu-
ment of the stick ; I cannot convince people, I
cannot persuade people, I cannot taks hold of
people’s sympathies, I cannot cast myself con-
fidently upon human nature, or endeavor to en.
tice the affections; I cannot trust in amything
of that kind ; the religion I pieach is of a char-
acter that I must have the miagistrate behind
e to enforce the payment of the clerg man, or
the clergyman will never be paid at all” Now,
we Dissenters, who get mnre kicks than half.
pence (laughter),and are told that we are a des:
picabie set, teaching false doctrines; yet despica-
ble as we are, and teaching false doctrines as we
do, we manage to get support without having
recourse to the constable's staff’ (loud applause)

Really, fot men to say that religion will die out
of the land, is to confeas that they have no re.
ligion at all. I would meet them in this- way:
If your religion is not strong enough to stand

up alone, if it cannot go in the strength of its
own heaven-born vitality among men, and not
only keep itsell there, but so exert itself that it
will bring mert into subjection to it, and make
them entirely conformable to its precepts—if it
be not such a religion as that and cannot do
that—it had better go out of the world altogeth-
er (hear, hear). What does it come here for,
uniess as a great babe to be fed (laughter). If
it can do no work it nevar was intended by God
to come into this work-a-day world. Religion
is here to purify men; religion is hére to set
mnen on their way to héaven, and to pass them
through that spiritual discipline which will pre-
pare them for a futuze and sternal state of exis-
tence, According to your theory religion is
herte only to be fed, to be nursed, to be dandled,
to be protected by the State; cannot walk alone;
cannot. do anything of itself; must have the
sword of the magistrate in order to accomplish
any of its Xurpom. And, after all, what is the
result 2 According to your own confession yeu

godly people; you have the land filled with dis-
sent, you are constantly at trouble within your-
selves, you nre fighting to the very face, and
almost to the death, the different parties within
the pale of tho_Eslablishmenl; one uttering
anathemas against another; this one saying,
yuu are preudnng. deadly heresy ; that one sRY-
g, you are vnlit for the communion of the
Church and saints, and this s the result that
comes out of your beautiful’system of making all
men pay for religion whethor they will or not
(hear, hoar. and applause). Now, Ishould say
to these thirteen gentlemen, if they were present,
suppose you try another systern (laughter).—
That's all we want youtodo. Waikalone; it
may be a little awhkward at first (laughter)—you
hiave not been accustomed to thesethings. Poor
mother Ckurch! she's been dealt with hardly by
the powers of the world ; her legs wrapped up in
flannel (laughter)—seated on an arm chair;
never allowed to have the slightest breath of hea-
ven upon her—ascarcely to see the light of the
noon-day sun; fed with & spoon by the State
(laughter) and prescribed almost every action
she conld perform. The poor decrepid creature
does not understand the power or force of work.
ing for her own living ; does not believe in it;
regards it as & mere piece of romance that any-
body should be able to get up and walk straight
out of the room ; never.did stand srect in her-life
(roars of laughter)—never expects to do it; but
tells every one that come’s near her that if shie’s
ever made to stand upon her own feet, depend
upon it the result will be that she will fall down
in convulsion and die (loud laughter and ap.
plause}. This is their own confession; this is
oot iy complaint against them; it is their
own. They say they cannot stand alone ; they
say religion would dis out if they did not ob-
tain citeir support by compulsary means. Now
we sny, just try. Try. Tell the old lady to
get up and support hersell as well asshe can
(laughtcr)—tako away those flannels; wheel
her out into the air; let her breathe puve at-
mosphere ; let her see the light of day; tell
her to stand up, and if she should find her
legs weak fur want of exercige, tell herto tzy,
and she will. find exercise develop her strength
in & short titne, nnd she will become as vi-
gorous and healthy as those round about her;
and 1astead of complaint of the “ Chuech in
Danger,” and the cunstant cry that there is
nothing that can save religion but the arm of
the magistrate, thers will be a vigorous reli-
gion, going forth throughout the length and
breadth of the country, in order to accom-
plish the salvation of souls (hear, hear, hear).

The Rev, Mr Brown, of Debenham seconded
the resolution, which was carried unanimously.

A voteof thanks was then passed to the chair
and the meeting separated,

In commenting on this meeting, the Suffelk
Chronicle says:~-*‘The meeting held in our
county town, on Thursday, demonstrates the
healthy tone which pervades the minds of the
inhabitants on this vital question. The Iar-
gest rootn to be obtained was crammed, and
the enthusiasm with which the séntiments of
the speakers were hailed, marks the progress
of enligh'ment, As a church, that of Eng-
land losco half its efficiency by its greedy
hankering afier the loaves and fishes. Its
example is pernicious, for, owing to its laxity
of principle, by fomenting wars, by supporting"
a corrupt syatem of government, by relusing
political rights unless accompanied by & pro-
perty qualificetion, and by carryinginto prac-
tice precepts at direct variance with those
taught by the Founder of Christianity, it has
become one of the foulest blots that deface the
social characier at hoine and abroad. There
is no other hope for ita regeneration than by
disconnecting it irom the Stats, and those
are its best friends, in a religious point of vicw,
who dare to stand forth as its assailants.”

THE WORKING OF THE CURSE.
America has bound the curse of slavery upe
her brow, and already it begins to burn inte
her brain. By the Fugitive Slave Law of the
last legislativé session, the United States have
renewed the unrighteous compact to which-they
timorously consented at the establishment of
their independence and confederation. The
penalty which attends upon the addition of ac-
tual to what is called original sin—the free act
of'thé individual, in harmony with the disposi-
tion unfor\unately tr itted to hitn——the de-
velopement and mal _ activity of what
might havs remained lai.at, and have beea
subdued, if nsi cradicated—follows close, -in
this instance, upon the commission of the volua-
tary offence. The present generation inherited
slavery—that was their great misfortune ; that
they did not at once repudiate it, was & mattes
more of regret than of reproach. Thay-seemed
rapidly awakening to a sense of its guilt and
mischiel--they have suddénly consented to ve-
cognize and enforce the principle in its most
odious form, and by the severest moans, They
have yielded, in this instance, toa great temp-
tation—a temptation that appealed not alone te
cupidity, but also to patrietism and imagination ;
to the dazzling advantages of Association with
California, and to & love of natiopal unity.
They are already feeling the working of the
curse, the heated forocity of the spirit to which
they have snccumbed, "Inan evil hour, they
sactificed justice and humanity to peace—and
they are rewarded with threats of intastine war.
TO BB CONTINUED,

have an ignoraat populace; you have an un.



