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Optical Department.

1n charge of \V. E. Hasuut, M.D., Principal of the Canadian College of Optics.

Correspondents should note that for an
intelligent answer to be given to their in-
quiries it is necessary in every case to
give the following information refative to
their patient: (1) Sex, (z) age, (3) occu-
pation, (4) near poict of distinct vision
for .mall type with each eye alone, (5)
how their eyes trouble them, Ze., their
asthenopic symptoms, (6) vision of each
eye at twenty feet alone without glasses,
(7) best vision obtainable with glasses
naming correction.

Lxample—].S., male , age, 18 ; book-
keeper; can read small type to within
five inches of each cye; complains of
much headache through the day and
evening; eyes feel sore and water a good
deal, look red and inflamed, etc., etc.

R.EV, 2% with + 1.50
L.E.V. 3§ with + 1.50

The above example is taken to illus-
trate about how we desire inquiries to be
made.
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W. A. Y. Young man 26 years of age
always kad pood sight for all distances
came to me complatning that ke could no
longer sce well enough lo continue his pro-
Jession as bookkeeper.  Upon examinalion
1 found R. V.=3%$. L. V.=3§ whick a
DBlus glass blurred. I tried the muscles
and found s eyes orthophoric. I then
tried kis accommodation and discovered
that ke could not see ordinary print at all
at r3 suckes and I had to give him + 3 0o
glass before he could read Taeger No. 1.
These glasses ke now Is using satisfaclorily
Sor near work. Wil you please explain
how it is that a man of this age could not
see small print and yet corld see 38.

Avswer.—Every fev months I get a
case submitted to me similar to the above
and the answer thereto has been given
once or twice previously in these columns
~—but the importance of such cases war-
rants further elaboration cven if repetition
is-indulged in. The case is one of
emmetropia as proved by the fact of a
V. of 3§ which a plus glass blurs. Any
emmetrope at 26 years of age should be
able to read small print at from five to
sixteen inches. The inability so to do
proves that the accommodation is at fault.
The acc. was previously normal as proved
by hig ability to do all eye work comfort-
ably. The only thing at this age then
that can account for his lost near vision

is paralysis of theacc. The question at
once arises what caused the paralysis? If
the possibility of atropine or other cyclo-
phlegic gaining entrance to the cyes be
eliminated we must look for the paralysis
being due to some disease. After severe
attacks of la grippe and especially after
diphtheria and some other diseases—par-
alysis of the acc. is very liable to ensue—
and if any enquirer will closely question
his customer he will find some one of
these things to be the cause. It is not
necessary that the diphtheria should have
been a severe attack,

I have seen more paralyses of Acc.
after light attacks, so mild, indeed, that
the diphtheria has been mistaken for sore
throat. The remedy, of course, 1s to re-
store the tone of the ciliary muscle by
tonics, chalybeates, electricity, strychnia,
cold baths, massage, etc., and at the same
time afford npear vision with convex
glasses to epable the victim to carry on
his usual avocation. The glasses, how-
ever, should be an undercorrection, so as
to coax or force the ciliary to aid as
quickly and as much as possible in the
work, and the glasses should be changed
to weaker ones week to week, as the
ciliary is found to be improving, until
finaily the glasses are dispensed with i
soto. The importance of always ascer
taining the p.p. in any case of refraction
is not sufficiently recognized by opticists.
This factor alone determines the amount
of workable Acc. in any given case, and
glasses for near work must be selected
accordingly. It is all very well to know
how much Acc. should be available and
present at any given age in an emmetrope,
or in an ametrope made emmetropic, but
evary case is or may be a law unto itself,
and if more or less Acc. is present than
what the books say ought to be present,
it is evident that the correction for near
visiop will demand weaker or stronger
convex ,glasses, as the case may Le. To
my mind the recognition of this central
truth is the key oote in fitting that easiest
and yet most puzzling of all cases, viz.,
presbyopia.

T A.C.— Would you aduvise me, in buy
ing @ stock of optical goods, to gurchase dif
Jerent-sises of eye frames and glasses ?

ANnswER.—No ! —emphatically no {—
ninety-five per cent. of all your customers
will need a No. 1 eye spectacle frame or

eye glass, and when you want a larger of
smaller eye owder it simply by prescrip-
tion. 'The effort now being made to load -
up opticians with dilferent sizcd frames is
only a tactic of the wholesalers to sell
more goods. [ carry as large a stock of
frames and lenses as any optician needs
and 1 have nothing but No. 1 frames and
No. t lenses—so that any glass will fit
any frame. It s seldom that I need any
other size. I also think it unwise to

carry 14k stock enher 1n solid gold or
filled goods. If your customer wants

anything better than a good 1ok you can
order 1t singly and by prescription. You
will have no complants from your custo-
mers if you furnish them with 1ok frames
made by the Amencan Opucal Company,
the Canadian agent of which is the
Dominion Optical Company, 63 Yonge
street, Toronto.

The Canadian College of Optics will
will hold its first class after the holidays,
commencing on Jan. 135, 1gor. Intending
students should secure their seats in ad-
vance as the number in each class is lim-
ited so that individual attention can be
given to any who may require it.  Prac-
tical and actual fitting of customers is a
special feature of the Canadian College
of Optics 50 that students may be ready
to do the work when they return home.
Students may remain in the doctor’s office
as long as they desire.

Culbreth’'s Materia DMedica and
Pharmacology.

A Maoual of Materia Medica and
Pharmacology, comprising all organic and
inorganic drugs, which are and have been
official in the Unfted States LPharma.
copaia, together with important allied
species and useful synthetics. For stu-
dents of medicine, druggists, pharmacists
and physicians. By Dawid M. R. Cul-
breth, M.D., Professor of Botany, Ma
teria Medica and Pharnacognosy 1n the
Maryland College of Pharmacy, Baiti:
more. New (2d) edition. In ose octavo
volume of 881 pages, with 46.4 illustra-
tious. Cloth, $.4.50 net.  Lea Biothers
& Co,, Publishers, Philadelphia and New
York. This work has reached its sccond
edition, and a number of additons make
it a still more valuable and up-to-date
work. The treatise on prescription-wnt ng
and the statement of the physiological
action of the lcading drugs, together with
the mention of the latest new remedies,
make it 2 most comprehensive and ac-
curate book, vot only as a *ext-book, but
as a book of references. In this cdition
the illustrations, which are very accurate,
number over 460.



