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‘The-Character-of French Literature-Sold.

“T is only within the past ten years that French-Cana-
l dians ‘tway be said o have awakenét 1o the beauly
and power of their own literature. This has resulted
in what few bookstores -there are -expanding and finally
assuming a fairly flounishing aspeet. French-Canadians
have been “voluminons writers and the entire range-of: lit-
ctature-has heen delved dnto.  Newspapers, both daily and
weekly, perfodicals and magazines of every description, a
fairly typical -Frencli-Canadian list of ficuon, have had
a ready reception. tlowever, when the great bulk  of
fiction-ts-consitlereil France-itsell still supplies-an increas-
g demand,
The -Iixtent of the Piclil
While it might appear that the French-Canadian trade
is on the high road to prosperity and is in no danger of
running inte serious pitfalls, 1t is nevertheless true that
the future presents an almost impossible field to-conquer.
1t is evident that the reading public in the Province of
‘Quebee and patis of the  Maritime Provinces show  a
steady inclination to- substitute English literature for
French literature in a good many cases. More and more
Erench-Canalians are reading English and they find the
vatied fielt opentd lo them is even more interesting and
wistructive.  Further than this, the few Erench book-
stores have To-conteid with the same inherent diflicutties
which-conftont their English friends.  This is mainly seen
m the tendency ot the pulilic fo read the modern news-
paper of magazine -character and the various racy period-
wals. A% yet, cut prices and such evals havenot-been re-
sorted 1o, nwing 1o Uie Testricted mature of the field. Anm-
other serious objection to The jropagation of Erench fic-
tion especially, is the fact that a good deal of literature
from Frange1s totally unsuited to the French-Canadian’s
1aste.  Another class of litetature which very wisely is
prohibited by both customs and church is that with am
taint of immoiality attached. [In addition, the church
hax a list which must not be infiinged upon. This ex-
cludes any works which in anv manner attack or ridicule

the -clergy.  When the question of price is consudered the
twenty per cent. duty and heave freight cause good:fiction
10 be sold at rather an exorhitant figure.

If supply regulates demand then the extent of sales-of
French literatute  of every deseription in Canada  may
casily De estimated.  Monueal contahis three regular
jobibing houses -which dispose of not only the French
ranadian litérature, but the dmportations direet  from
France  These houses are € 0. Beawchemin & Fils,
iranger Ercies and Deom Freres.  1n addition to these
there ate almost innumerable printers and publishers on
very small scale  who reprint French authors™ recemt
works without permission. Even the retail field 1= hm-
1ted alnjost exclusively to Montreal and Quebec Mont-
1eal-has some halfzdozen Taivly prosperous bookstores, and
Quebee about the same number. In a {ew of the otha
cities scattered throughout the province, Baghsh a~ well
as French novels are handled in so-called French  hook-
stores.  Montreal stores largely speclalize, one deahng
extensively with religious wotks, another with high-class
fiction, amd still another with popular tction.  With a
pussible-exception-of 1wo stotes, the stock catitedas .nneh
less than the smallest English bookstore in Montieal,

French Fiction

AMthough  alleged  illicit  reponts are flooding  the
French-Canadian matket, ditect fmportations-lrom-France
ate  more  noliceable on the shelves of the lookstores.
These are always paper-hound books, aud prices 1ange m
popular fiction ten, fifteen and twenty-five cents. and in
the better class of fiction at 90¢  This seale of  prices
lustrates where the voiume of trade ix dotie The prolit
on these hnes is in the neigithorlinod of 25 per cent. The
#ge line sells for 70c. in Pans and pays a 20 per cent
duty as well as freight.  The 25%¢. line 1s 20c. wm Fraucee
and 15 a coilection of old favorite anthors  The e line
1x worth e 1 France and includes a very good class of
uld fiction.

French publishers usually xell in Canada bv ratalogue



