
BOOKS AND NOTIONS.

faces of catalogues, and in other more or less obscure
places. A collected volume would find its own fit
public among those who liked to hear the ancient
iaitn's iemories, and to revero that patriarch of liard
hterary labour. The longer he lived the botter he
seeied to write about well-belovod books, that were
as dear to him as to Southey.

Tin Pis-S oF FiNLAN.-In one of the reports
recently publisled by the Governor-Goneral of Fin-
land, an account was given of the Press of the Grand
Duchy. This consista of fifty-four periodicals ;
twenty-four edited in the Swedish language, and
thirty in Finnish. The first newspaper published in
the country appeare:ï in 1771, and belonged to the
former category. The second came ont five years
later, and was prinîted in the vernacular tongue.
After this the Press grew rapidly, although up to 1840
the Swedish journals outstripped in number the Fin-
nish. The researches, however, of Elias Lonnret
into the national literature and the publication of the
Finnish epic, 4 lalowala," gava a remarkable im-
pulse to the vernacular, and Svedish-until then the
language of the educated classes-began to be pushed
into the background. At present the Swedish lan-
guage still prevails in polite society, though to a less
degreo, and it is therefore ini the towns that the iL-
siînq;grs Dapblad, the Abo Posten, the Ostra Fin niund,
and other Scandinavian papers appear. 'T'lie Uusi.
Suometar, the kanîansaat(aja, and other Finnisli jour-
nais with equally unipronounceable titles, appeal
more to the peasants and lower classes, and they cir-
culate chiefly in the rural districts. A feature in the

were precisely those that gave him the nost trouble :
he could never mnake his meaning aufliciontly clear,
his arguments stifliciently telling and easy of conpre-
hension. The portraits, skeotches, and descriptions
came easier to hiim, but ovei some of these wore
several tunes recast before assumiing thoir final shape.
For the hfe of hIim, Stopniak could not vork regu-
larly and nethodically, as, for instance, Anthony
Trollope vas wont to work. Like ail mon of nervous
temperamient, he is more in the vein at soue timnes
thtan at others, and, thougli the roverse of a desultory
vorker, lie vrites by lits and starts. But the lits are

of frequent occurrance, and when he finds one con-
i"g on, ho places hiuself under what he calls the
régime litteraire. Ho goces to bed at nidight, rises
at two, and plies his po ivithout surcease-save for
refreshment, which lie takes as lie writes-until noon.
Then lie sleeps for about three hours, when he again
sets to work, and, until inidnight, gives lumînsolf only
one or two short spells of rest. This goos on for five
or six days a week, or until the task he has set him-
self is accomplished ; and while it is in progress he
drinks enormous quantitios of tea and collée, the oe
as black as the other. Only a main of irou constitu-
tion, and of othorwise temporate habits, could long
endure such a literary régime as the lato editor of the
Norodinaia Volia lias devised for himsolf. Liko a good
many other people, Stepniiak finds the begmiing of
a book, an article, or achapter the inost dillicult part
of a writer's work. Ho seeks an effective opening,
and it je generally some timne before ho gets fairly
into bis stride."

vernacular Press is the cheapness of the newspapers. A Catsrs Wonm,.-The North Chin« ierald
The UnisiSuLometar, which appears five tiies a week, says that the last number of the illustrated Chinese
only costs 13 marks, or 103., a year, which is less periodical issued fromn the Tien Shih Chai is a real
than a half-penny a number. Its circulation is 6,500 vork of art. The drawing is niost elaborate, and
a day-insignificant, indeed, for a 4 daily " boasting the scenes9 depicted have the ierit of great origin-
of the " largest circulation" in Finlaud, but thon the ality. A Chinese artist, indeed, vould be without
whole population of the province is barely 2,000,000 one of the most inportant essentials of his trade if he
people, and these are scattered over a superficial area lacked imagination and iiventiveness. For inistanced,
twice as large as tlat of this country. At Helsiigfors one of the pictures represents a lady and gentleman
soveral illustrated papers appear weekly ; at Jyvas- -foreigners, of course-undergoing the ceremony of
kyia thero are thrce reviews and a schoolmaster's divorce. At a table bohind a sort of miixed court
journal, and in the southern districts overy village railing sits a atout person vith his hat oni, wlhile in
lias a readinîg club that subscribes freely to the'Press. front of him stand the unluîcky pair. The lady with
In 1883, whien the use of Swedisl as the official lan- bowed head, is placing lier hands on the shoulders of
guage ivas abolished, and the vernacular coipulsorily a ba'd gentleman, wheo, stooping with his hands on
emnployed througheut the Duchy, the support accord- his kne e, looks the picture of shame. Tien we have
cd by the Governmnent to the Swedisli iewspapers a terrible subject very realistically pourtrayed-the
w-as withdravn, and its trainsferto the national Press burial alivo of a rebellious son. The wretched boy
gave a fresh impulse te the literature ennobled by the kneels at a short distance fron his ownu grave, which
poetry of the late John Runnenberg, the Tennyson is being dug for him by several cheerful-looking
of Finland. coolies ; on one side is a group of village eiders,

headed by a very venerable old man, who appears to
A RussiAs A'TnuonM Il AiIiTS OF Wonx.-ow be conducting the solemnity, while on the other there

that "Stepniak," the author of "l Underground are a umuunber of respectable-looking wonmon, one with
Russia," lias a new book uider way, soimle ae- a baby in lier arns. who forn the conugregation. The
count of his nanner of work will not be uninter- landscape in, the background is rural and pretty, and
csting. That le vrites with the utinost cousciei- this enhances the horror of the whole scenle. There
tiousness and care is at once seen by the readers of is also a iapital, but strongly idealised, view of tho
lis book. " o writes slowly." says a writer in the ships at Wooisung, with the forts ; an amàusinig pre-
London World, "and nolishues with poetic care ; sentimuent of somne imanginary French defeat, in which
there are whole chapters oi his 'Unaderground Russia' a French standard-bearor is represon ted standing up-
which were written and rewvrittei six timnes, anld even right, still grasping the flag, thouglu his head lies aon
then sent to the printer with reluctance, so far fron the ground beside liium, having been rut off at one
perfection did they seeu. The simiplest parts-the . blow by a truculent-looking geniuis behîind, who ap-
neralisings, elucidative and didactic expositions- pears to be executing a war dance ; a most claborate
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