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To julge fram tho unctuous style aloptad by the above-
namod rolunteer guarlinsns of o'tr haelth, tho mimbers of the
Boanl, prior 1 thy ¢ npration of thewr Ropoct, snast have in.
dulged i copious hibattoans of Crl-liver oil ; they inform us (i
n topsoy-turvey svle) thut ** the Governmant cavefuily approciat-
od the opinions of the goneral publie,” (by which the doctors
refor to that condition of horn 1gnoranca which accounts for
thew own parsition) that tha anl * Govornmant was actuated
by an earneit and sohotons concern for the welfare of the
peoplo over whom it has been called (by its party) to rule,” and
in proof of this, its * carnest and sohicitons concern” for the
populur wolfare, it **last scasion-mtroduced s bill, and the
pablic ropreseutatives in the Legislature” (being as little 1n-
formod on the subjoct about which they legislated, as the
Govermment itsell) +¢ agreod to its clauses, establishing a Pro-
vincial Board of Health for Ontario,” ete. The Government
must bo ncknowledged to have moritod an ample lubrication,
on the strength of having comnutted itself to so manifest an
net of folly.  But the lung-saffering. and unsuspeoting people—
what have they done, that thov, for their part, should be
ironioally told that thoy passoss ** a more tlmn averago degree
of education aud rofinement,” If “a manis to be known by
his books."” and newspapers ure tho books of the bulk of the
people, we can only refur this latter emanation of the medical
mind to 1ts first canre—the Cod-hver oil; to the hko first
cause, wo t.ace the wony with winch the Board besmenred its
own profesrion, when 1t testified to it being ** lngh i the seale
of scientuiz ukility”; by tins time, we trast the Board has slept
off tho effeet of uno of those over.doses with which it necessari-
ly 12 not unfamilinr. On the assumption that its slumbers
have been attouded with so favorable an issuo, we will proceed
to dircet its attention to a distum with which it is probably
fumiliar, v1z. that ** words were given us to decove.” No one,
on perusing this Rapart, would ba hkely to gathor that the
medical ** famify” ix nct one of tho most nuited, and * hap-
pxost of familics on the faco of the oarth ; the unsophisticated
would preswmne that the medical owls wero on the most af-
foctionate torms with tho Guinea pigs, &c., and when thoy read
of ** Dr. John Hull having resigqod his position, owing to the
urgency of other duties,” they would couclude that all was
perfectly serene within the cage of this *“ happy family,” and
. would not saspect that the mode adopted by the retinug
membaor, for the cure of disense, bears abopt as much re-
semblance to the principles and practice of his former col.
leagues, as the food and habits of the owl do to thoss of the
Guinea pig.  Wo, however, find ourselies roferred to n resume
of the work compl.tal at tise me -iogs of the Buard, m an Ap.
pendix to the Report  Foreminst in this appendrs, stands a
onpy of * The Public Hedith Act, 1882,” and as we do uot sup-
pose shie pablic is awar: of 4has extent of its indebtodness to the
sohcitude of the Doctors and the Governmont, we quote a fow
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of tho clauses of this onactiwent for their bohoof. (2.) ¢ Tho
ohsirman of the Board shall be appointed by the Lieutenant.
Govornor in Counctl, and shall bo paid an aunual salary not
exeseding the aum of four hundred dollars por anpam . .. .
The travolling and other nocessiry oxponses of tho ather
maotnbers of the Bonrd, whilo employed on the business of the
Board, shail bo allowed and paid.” (7) *Thoe Liocutonant-
Governor in Council may appoint n compotont and snitablo
person as Sscrotary of the Board, who shall hold office during
pleasure, and who muy bo paid an anmnal salory not exceeding
ong thousand dollurs per aunum, end wha shall be the chief health
officer of tho Provinee.” (Editorial Italies) (8.) ** The Seorolary
shall keap his office at Toronto,” (there are they who will conclude
that it is tho offize whickh keops the Sacrotary). We obsorve ouo
emunontly healthy prowmsion of this olause, wiz., that the
Secretary is to communicata with vartous porsonngoes, for the
purpose  of acqpuring information concerning the public health.
Without the slightest desire to bo porsoval in onr remarks, wo
should sny that the acquisition of information concerning the public
health, aud how to treat tho public lack of health, js the para.
mount need of the great mjority of licensed, practitionors.
The provision of the ninth clause would appoar.to the nninitiat-
el to be suffiviently remarkable, and in view of the vigorous
opposition to vaccination, on the part of persons ¢f high in-
tolligence, in various parts of the world, to be open to the
gravest debate; that provision is as follows :—* The Board shall
keop at all tunes an adequate supply of vaccine matter for -the
purpose of supplying at cost price, or on such other terme as
the Board may from time to time dotormino, every iegally
qualificd melical practitionor with suck reasonable quantities
of the said matter as he from time to time requires,” The
question of questions is—if any quantity of this vacoino .matter
bo ¢ rousonable.” Ve perceive thut the Provincial Board.
of Health has caused a section (10). to be introduced into tho Act
which gave them existoncs, whigh enables them (by manipulat-
ing ** the Licutenant.Governor in Couacil”) to oxercise * all
the powaers, rights, and authorities conferred upon, or vested in
the Central .'oard of Health by tho one hnundred and ninetieth
chapter of the Ravised Statutes of Ontario.” Wo observe that
“ any three mombers of the Central Board of Hoalth may from
tune to tims 1ssue such regulations as they think fit, for the

" prevention, so far as possible, or the mitigation of epidemio, en-

dumio, or contagious diseases, and msy revoko, renew, or alter
any regulations, or substitute such new regulations, as to them
or any threo of them appear expedient.” So that if it should
‘agppear expedient” to three of these gentlomen to vacoiuate
us oll, they can vivif§ their Lincets (so to speak) whenever they
think proper. They can also * provide for the cleansing,
purifymg, ventilating and disinfecting of houses, dwellings, rail-
way stations, churcles, buildings, and places of assembly,
staamboats, reilway carriages and cars, and other public eon-
voyances, by the ownere aud ocoupiers, and persons having the.
care and ordering thereof.” No ouo can therefore aflirm that.
these gentlemen have not, liko othor professionals we could
name, provided for themselves “an enlarged sphero of use-
fulness.” Whether in providing * for the removal of nuis-
ances,” they contemplated any suicidal measures, it is noi for
usto affirm. It 1s observable that the Profession has wmanifest-
od a lively nterest in the subject of remunsration for their
possibly valuable services. as is 2-ident from sec. 28 of the
« Miscellancous Provisions™ of tho Public Health Aot, which
is a8 follows :=— .



