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that riedical men are fair game for
any and every imposition. A word as
to the offensive clause or the act:
"Such hcalth oircer shall receive the
remuneration fixed by the municipal-
ity," (frequently notbing at ail), *and
shall hold office during the pleasure
of the Council." He shall hold offica
during pleasure only, and shall have
no r.ght of action for wrongful dis-
missal. Now it will not require any
great stretch of imagination to pic.
ture a case when the health officer
of a municipality, in the proper dis-
charge of his duties may cause offense,
to one or more members of the Couin-
cil, who would soon start at 3tive
canvass for his removal from the po-
sition, but, no matter how just was
his conduct, and how unjust his re-
moval from office; under this one-
sided piece of legislation he is without
right of appeal of any kind. The 3oth
section of the act being unusually ex-
plicit on this point. We raise no ques-
tion against the establishment- of a:
board of:health, and an act to cover
the requirements, but we protest
a.gair.st these enactnents saddling on
the profess:on unremunerative work.
In our every day life this is volun-
tazily given to a far greater extent
than by any other body of
men. but the time has come
when we must more closely
safeguard our own- interests and a
close watch on all legislation in any.
wa;y affecting 'the medical. profes-
sion by the committees appointed for
that purpose will be a potent means
to this end.

MISCELLANEOUS

NICROBES IN ACUTE RHEUIMA-

TISM.

Dr. Singer, of Vienna. has explained
ninety-two cases of acute rheumatism
and in a great number of patients
has ascertained the presence if staph-
ylococci and streptococci. He has ex-
rnined the blocrd. urine. synovial ef-

fusion. and various complications dur-
tng life. In three necropsies he was
twice able to find the same microbes
that he found during life; in one of
them the synovial effusion was sterile,
though the walls of the synovial cav-

ity rontained bacteria; in the thirl
vase there were haemorrhages in the
peri-articular tissiue. and In these
haemorrhages he found groupe of
strept--occi. Singer considers that
the necropsis explain why arthritic
offiu';ons in cases of acute rheuma-
tism are found often to be free from
microbes; in such cases the bacteria
probably have their seat in the peri-
articular tissues only.

One Woman and Her Doctor.-A
wealthy San Francispr' woman (Week-
ly Me'ical Review; Monthly Retro-
spect, April 15th) who had undergone
au operation succefally performed
by the physiciaL : e employed, Vas
surprised when a h.1 of only $50
was presented to her. She remonstrat-
ed. sayinz that the sum was not suflic-
lent for the work done for one in
her circumstances. But the doctor
persisted that $50 was his charge for
that sort of operation, and her cir-
cumstances had nothing-to do 'with
it. She. however. sent him a check
for $500. and was surprised when shn
later received a receipted bill for
$450 for itemized services rendered Io
the poor humanity of the City. This
pleased ber so that she sent another
check, which is being worked ont In
the same way.

The example is a goc.d one, and to,
the credit of both patient and doctor.
Those patients whose financial abil-
itity renders them canable of recom-
pensing thir physician beyond the
low rate which social ronditions In
many instances have established as
the market value of his specific ser-
vices wculd probably be more wil-
ling in this way to share In the doc-
tor's unostentatious charities, while
the physician who receives such sup-
plementary fees does a service to his
profession and humanity at large by
calling attention to the vast amount
of charitab!e' work done by the med-
ical brotherhood.

Death From Cutting a Wisdom
Tooth.-M. Heydcnreich reported to
the Societe Medicale de Nancy on
February 28th (Presse Medicale, Ap-
ril 9th) the case of a ian.'thirty-
three years ôf age, brought to his clin-
Ic and said to be suffering from
mumps". There was high. and persist-


