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BIER'S HYPEREMIC TREATMENT, WITH DEMONSTRATION
OF TECH1NIQUE.*

B'r F]REDERICK. WINNETT, -M.D., TOIONTO.

CzERN-Y, of H-eidelberg, in presentin g Bier w'itl the Kýussn,iul
Prize, in August last, ranked the hyperemnie treatment with Lister 's-
diseovery of antisepsis.

Aithougli incredulons at first,' surgeons have 110w adopted the
method, and appiy it in most hiospitals abroad.

Willy Meyer says:- " Experience lias show'n that tijis conserva-
tive treatment is by f ar the best mneans at our disposai for
tuberculous joints and bones. 1 consider it -the dt-ty of every
inedical mian to study, aud thoroughily to master, the prineiple of
l3ier 's flyperemic Treatmnent, in order to bestow on lis patients
the great and manifold benefits of this trnly w'onderful discovery."

1Roitanskyoberedtht in hypertrophy of the heart or
distortions of the spine, whicj producedl hyperemia, or browni
induration of the lnngs, pulmonary tuberculosis is extinet, or does
not ocdur. On the other baud, it had been noticed by Farre,
Travers and others that, in pulinonary stenosis, causing aiinia
of the lungs, plithîsis was usually founci present at post-inortern.

F1iroi thiese observations, Bier 'vas led to try the effeet of an
increased suppY of biood to ail tubercular foci.

Inu ail efforts of the body to resist disease or injury, hypereniia
is present. There are two forms of hypereinia-active, ox arterial,
and passivc, or venons, hypereinia.

In treating acute surgical infections, Bier says w~e are to break
wmith ail oui' former iron-clad ruies rega-rding, the treatment of these
affections, and in place of opposing its phienomena, by rest, eleva-
tion, pressure, cold, incisions and drainage, lie tells us they are
the wise provisions of nature, to be encovraged and increased.

Meyer says lie lias demonstrated, beyond the s1îado-%v of a doubt,
that his inetliod is f ar superior to those formierly in vogue.

Notzel demonstrated the beneficiai effeets of hyperemia. »Ie
inoculated. 67 rabbits with. fatal doses of anthrax, and succeeded
in keeping alive 51 by hypereinia. A f ew wveeks later these ailniais
succumnbed to the saine doses wvhen tie hyperemia wvas not used.

Varions theories are advanced to explain this fact, but Bier
prefers to generalize and bcelieve hyperemia, -nerely assists the
natural inflaniinatory action w'hen it ias not been sufficient. It
causes rapid cicatrization of granulation tissue and encapsulates
bacteria.
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