
CORRESPONTDENCE.

everything eonneeted with the professional teaching of the men
who are to be their meLdical advisers in the innediate future.

As to the point first mentioned in the extract. it needs no
renmark, as the writer simply says that iinproved icthods of
ieaching are needed.

As to No. 2. re examinations, this points to sonething-or
perhaps I shoulc say-to nany things ver. defective. some in
the students, many in the methods. I hope for the sake of the
University 's credit. that no such things nay ever again be pos-
sible. But the only way to bring this about is. for al! the
studeits to work harder. and for the teachers to bring greater
ability, and more zeal and energy to be'ar upon their teaching.
Several of the exaniners spolke to me at the tinie wien the
exaninations referred to tool place. and all of these said that
large numbers of the candidates were very d<cfcie.nt in the most
simple trealment of cases al lie bedside, including bolk ite diag-
vosis and prognosis. If these two bad years lead to great changes
for the better. they vill prove blessings to the University and
to the public.

As to No. 3. it strikes me strongly, that the Faculty has fallen
into one of the inost egregious errors in holding the view they do.
in regard to the value ->f didactic teaching. The writer 'who did
a good shîarr of very liard work during his vhole student life,
can assert to-day, that his opinion was then, and is now, that
really good didactic teaching is the baclbone of a thoroughly
sound mnedical education. bearing the sane relation to this. which
the vertebral column bears to the rest of the body, round which
it is aill built.

*Welcn students hear a really good lecture. well prepared and
well delivered by a teacher of adnitted ability, it interests then
throughout. whatever be its subject. They are powerfully drawn
to their books as only a teacher of true genius for teaehing can
draw then. and as a niatter of course, they read all within
'their reach on the topie. Whether the lecture has been on a
iedical. surgicail or an- professional inatter of practical value. it
prepares them to profit by every reference niade to it by
elinical teachers who subsequently take it up in a hospital ward.
Without having received such didactie instruction as that T have
referred to. elinical teaching is in the very nature of things very
largely time wasted. But to those who have had that instruction
beforehand. elinical lectures. conscientiously prepared and well
delivered, are wortli their weight in gold to all good students.

May not the large pereentage of reieetions the Dean speaiks of
during two years lrave been largiely due to -ihe defccis, the im-
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