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vitality of the Association. We have had many
papers of more than usual interest and value;
amrong them I might mention Dr. Stewart’s paper
on. Epilepsy, Dr. Ruttan’s paper on a New Method
for Estimating Acetone in Urine, Dr. Blackader’s on
Infants’ Foods, Dr. Johnston’s on Bacteriological
Examination in Cnses of Diphtheria, Dr. G. T. Ross’s
on The Study of Koch's Treatment of Tuberculosis in
Berlin, and other papers of interest were contri-
buted by Drs. Armstrong, Lockhart, Buller, Mec-
Connell, Mil's, Geo. Brown, James Bell, Lapthorn
Smith and McKechnie.

The average attendance was large (28.2), and at
some meetings over forty were present. This shows
that the interest in the Society is increasing, and
that the profession in general are becoming aware
of the educational and other advantages derived
froma regular attendance at the meetings. The at-
tendance of the younger members has of late been
very large, and | hope that every year will see an
increase’in their numbers, and especially of those
who contribute to the proceedings.” All that is
needed is to begin, for it is the first atep shat costs.
Every man who sees cases and observes them
must have something to tell, aad he also must ov-
casionally see some cases that puzzie him and on
which more light needs to be thrown. What bet-
ter method is there than bringing such before this
Society, keeping in mind the old proverb that “in
a multitude of counsellors their is wisdom.”

The-debates on papers read have often been very
poor and barren, and it would be well if the Society
could improve itself in this respect. If the mem-
bers would read up the subject of the paper before
coming to the meeting they might often get up in-
teresting debates; indeed many who would have
much to say in private about the paper become shy
and dumb in public. The only thing is to always
endeavor to say sometbing about the paper, if it is
in your line of work, and say what you have tosay
shortly and clearly; but you should know what
you want to say before getting up, and should not
improvise as you go along. You will say, however,
that the object of the President’s address i3 not to
give unasked for advice, so I shall stop belore I
have gone too far and proceed to discuss matters
less personal.

The past year has been an eventful one to medi-
calscience in general, because it will always be
associated with the name of Xoch and his dis-
covery of 2 remedy which he called tuberculin,
and which bhe boped would solve the problem of
the cure of tuberculosis. The discovery of no other
remedy ever raised such high hopes which were
condemned to be so bitterly disappointed. The
general public went mad on the subject, and they
were aided by members of the profession. It is
not a year since this potent remedy was made
known, prematurely, it is said, and against the
wish of its great discoverer. The world was socm
startled with accounts of its marvellous properties,
which read like a fairy tale. Tobese accounts,
however, were too good to be true. They were re-
ceived ' with suspicion by the more cantious and
thoughtful members of the profession, hut the ma-
jority read and believed. Well, like other reme-
dies, tuberculin has had its rise, decline and fall,
the only difference being that it rose higher and
had to fall furtherr The history of this remedy is
familiar to you all, how the lay press was full of
its'marvellous performances, how those sick unto
death were made well, and how it was confidently
hoped that now one of the greatest scourges of the
human race was laid low, that other discoveries
would follow, and if perpetual youth coiild not be

bestowed upon us, yet almost perpetual life would
be our portion. The medical press, though not so
extravagant in its protnises, still {felt the surround-
ing elation. The whole world became excited, and
towards Berlin commenced a pilgrimmage greater;
perhaps, than ever took place in Mecca, and with
much less satisfactory results. Many universities
and societies sent ambassadors, or perhaps I shonald-
call thera disciples, to learn wisdom at tne feet of
the great Bacteriologist. Others waited for more,
hight; they were the riser, for in nearly every case
the pilgrimage gave noresults and no good purpose
was accomplished. This good city of Montreal was:
also stricken with the madness, though only to a.
slight degree, and although no members of our
Society were sent as ambassadors, still iwo of our.
more enterprising confréres wenf out to see the
“reed shaken by the wind,” on their own respon-
sibility. When they returned, they gave us gra-
phic and interesting papers concerning what they
had seen abroad. In the meantime some of the
wonderful fluid bad been procured here, and was
made use of in the hospitals, but no such results
a¢ we had read of were ever seen, in fact the
remedy did much more harm than good, and soon-
it ceased to be employed. The stage of disenchant
ment and even vituperation has now come, and
the great nameof Koch has gained no fresh laureld
as yet from his discovery of tuberculin. Some of
the more sanguine minds hope with Lauder Brun-
ton that “Koch’s tuberculin may vet fulfil the.
liopes of its able and single-minded originator.” It
is possible that, deprived of its dangerous elements,
it may yet be of service in the treatment of tuber-
culosis. At any rate, a new line of rs2search has-
been opened up, and discoveries of greatimport-
ance may yet await the patient investigator of in-
fective diseases and their germs. ‘
Gentlemen, when I commenced this address I
Ehad no intention of saying so much, bui, like ail’
poor sermong, length is a distingnished feature,’
and it is muc.» harder to be terse than discarsive.
Before I close I should like to express my appre-
ciation of the services of one to whom we are all
indebted for the great success of last year’s work. "
{ allude to our late secretary, Dr. McCarthy.
Without him Ishould have been like a ship with-
out a rudder. His foresight, discretion and dili- .
gence have made the position of President a com-.
paratively easy one, and his published reports are
a credit, not only to himself, but to the Society.
Gentlemen, again I thank you all for the kind
manner you have borne with me, and I shall’
gladly retire into the back benches once more,
from the obscurity of which, perhaps, it were wiser’
that I had never emerged. .
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MEDICAL MISCARRIAGES.

(From the nnnual nddress of the President of the' American
Acudemy of Medicine, TyxorarLus Panvin, M.D., uLD., :
delivered at the Sixteenth Annual Meeting in Washing-:
ton, D.C., Muy .2 fo 4tn, 1891.) L

The accidents referred to will be considered .
in reference tc the publication of medical books”
and of medical journals, the work' of medical®
societies and medical colleges and of 'mediéine“ifr‘f‘z

‘self. ~ Abortion or‘miscarriage, using the words:



