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eclampsia and yet no trace of albumen been found in the urine. lie
believes that albuminuria predisposes to attacks but does not act as
an exciting cause.

Physiologsts of to-day are startling us by tleir accounts of the toxic-
ity of the waste productst the body ; greater amount .of activitv in
the celis of the bodÿ, the greater amonts of w'aste producfs to be
Cxcreed or neutialized

Some of these aents are Q pO15sönous that unless excretc at once
or transforme b chemical action into innocuous sub tances, a very
ser ous and 1angerous effect resu ts .

The process of excretion and tansformation or the excreta imto
sim pl and hari cs prod uct becoies 'ery important as suspension of,
or inte fe nce wità, either of these actions baes the organism with the
power of poisoningitself. This is what is known as 'auto-intoxication."

Trhe power' then of tl e organism to poison tslf, or h poisoned,
throngh an accumulation of its own waste poduets, or hrough he
excessive production of ptoaines or toxic agents it in its owv tissue,
is a Lstablihed fact. These tting into thc circiaion are soon
caried to the brain, where thev act on the entres in the cortex and may
in a very short time nless speedy elimiation takes place, gve rise
to convusions an epi leptiform seizures identical witi eclaimpsia.

Dhrssen's opinion, aid that of ail h or ecent investigaors
ems now to establish the fact that puerpeal eclainpsia is du to an

ato-intoxia tion from the retin éonstituen of the Stne
ha et Bu d Rivie others cnd th ur ine o

parturient omen to be ss poisonous than non pregnant when mnected
into the,,veins of amimaisand atat urine o eclan ptie atients s less
toxic than either ote othe thus sin that the waste products of
the bod tlat a sually 'eii ated by the kine s re retaîned and
thus renderthe blood toxi.,

Wlei Çhamberlent,, who vas an assistant to the great French
obstetrician Tarnier, reported this to his chief, the latter suggested a
series of experiients by injecting the blood of these patients into thie
veins of animals to see if this was more toxic than normal serum.
They found that it was, that the pregnant woman's blood was more
toxic than the non-pregnant, and the serum of the eclamptic was more
toxie still. They thus naturally concluded that, there being a relation
between the non-toxicity of urine and the toxicity of serum, the theory
of retention was the true one.


