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THIE SNOWFLAKE:

MiraMicut, -« o« . . .

Lines written by « niece of the Ree, Johu
Robertsun of Black Iiver.

ON THE DEATH OF THE IPRINCESS ALICH,

Blaw, tlow, xad winds threugh all the lonely taml ¢
0k 2 Joun withs nany hearta that skt and stcan §

Oh! wail, ye wintry winds, the wile warkd o'ep ;
N with the Litvakivg ieartsarvuirl the thone,

.~

e e e —— .

b, weep thie Prinerss Qlen fo ber prie?
Oh, werp the nnat daugliter of our Queen !

Muuzns for the Prince in Lis tar German hunue,
Now ciushiod 1o earth In desdation heen,

1l duaal crawn hiath List it fairest zene,
Whause Javely radiatice gleanet ax if to sliow
The real nolillity. cotire rizhit tran Gial-
A noble soul, whetlier In high or low.

A nubileraul was thine, oh, I'rincess true ¢
Vurc wax thy heart 2 as (ragrant was thy life,

Breathiiaweet love ; and rich I tenderexs,
As davghiter, sister, maotlier, amd as wife.

Thy little onen, Gead biead thelr under hearts?

Al 3 thes tio taore cann. srothe thean 24 of yore 3
Gol leml themn gentsy fu the path of life,

Uatil they cotue to baaven's shining doar?

Was it a jrexape of thy oenlug dosen,
That [n this 1ad and strangest of the years,
That akip went duvmas, that fate thy liamaral name,
!.n;:uh" 15 hupdreds—tnaking mauy tears?

Theas livest still  atich virtoes cannet die-
They are fiumortal whike the star~ cinlare

Shawing tes cvurt and cot exatupde toreht,
Of ali tint i et Holdc, ond, and jare,

As when ot sote prvd rock we sce suthnmnl
The hedly cazle, thas, while we adinire,

Heala hls great wings, and muuts nte the air,
Cleaving a jathway, till we s 10 bzl o1

(rax the dove that foom Irer chinping e,
praadilier white plumes oncienent full i view,
Then with a pentle 10tinn xorrs alfs,
Till bimt 2o sizhie wlthin the hezvuly Llse,-

Even so thy nyal spitit liath soneup,
8o 1hy st dove like wasd Liath sare] away,
Gosl'x angel, Dieath, dent v Bis olden wings,
N2 fur thy bent teloce] 1aSht'st thae atay

15 the tuay’st onane to.choer thy dear obe wag
Glad welranie wall thee, an they K thist thoa
Wil welrvane thean tn realina of chauticasday.

They keep this Cliristinan dday In swldesved hon ex,
Yetare their Inartamade warns by kive unjaiond,
Aned we, with Lindly wisls for «aircany thine,
Bat thea, this Christman metn, art with the
Chrise,
1. G L, Xtnas, 1879,

-

{ Wreitten for the Sirwilake. ]
THE MOABITE STONE.

Farewell, swect Princem; freen 1hy bone «of Jight
¥

Qur readers bave, no doubit, hicard of
the discovery of what is called {he
 Maabite Stone.™  There are stiange
things in the age we live inand not the
least are its autiquarian cutiositics.

The oountry of Maab lics ou the cast-
ern side of the Jondan and the Dead
Sea, a wikl ansemblage of blue moun-
taine. It was Jangage, 2 region of very

planned. It was a series of wishaps.

cords § 1ay, 2 witnesa whase voice st

Inan evil hour Mr. Klienlet out the, carry all befure itn witness contempor.

an object of superstition with the Ambs,
and ta avert the calumity which, as
they fancied, must fall upon them, if
they wonld let it be taken out of the
country by the sacreligions cupdity of

strangers, they lita five upon it, made”

fragments. What a debt the warld
,owes to ignoerance and blind zeal !

it red hot, and then with cold water-
.splintered the mugniticent relic into

{3
iison acts like these, that fanaticism |

CAFIILIS®. gecret of its value.  Itat once became ary with thew very Kings, a witness

come down ta ug fram the living scenes
of the history itself 1 come down in
stern and unchallengable veracity on a
marhle of three thansand years, to em-
found  those crities and prave to the
waild that the Bible has nothing to
fear from the merciless vigonr of oriti-
c.sm. the facts of science, or the seorn
of intidelity.

There w an inscuption an the stone.
It was set up by a King of Maab,whose

[ plumes itself ¢ Well, what of the atone, { tane was Mediu, to perpetuate the glo-

:the mautilated stone, now an illnstm-:"\"‘ of his 1cign.
 tion of the explosive cnergy of steam 1+ Bible the uates of only three kings of
- With nu little pains and, in a manner, -
wne of one them.

cary of Ahab, aud Ahab ix also on the

by stealth, twolarge fragments of it
were recovered 5 afterwards some of the

Now, we tind in the

Maab, and cmiously enongn, Meddie is
He wasa contetpaor.

~smaller ones, and now as the fruit of y*one ;s and o 18 Omri, the father of

Iabariousingenuity and perseverance, the
stonce is again jtsclf, almost entire, built

.up again into it ariginal form, enly -
wocfully distigured hy the rongh treat-.

ment it received.
. Itisa picce of husalt, black,but with
‘a tint of blue, very bard and campact,
-and of great weight, three and a half
feet in length and two and a half
in breadth and thickness, and rounddad
off for ornament at the tap in the style,
as tradition  tells, of Sinaitic talldex.
Not a big thing to loek at, but, 1 thiuk
I i safely aver, thatif the Armls
had been less fanatiaal, and had stod
upon their rights, and kuown more of
science than they do, and more of the
zeal of scientilic wen, they conld bhave
mailde a bargam over the * Meabite
Stone,” that would have driven them
mad with exultation and surprise.
Nutw, what is it that gives so singular
an terest to that mass of black basaltf
What is the riddle of ita pecionstiess {
A black of stane picked out of an wn-
sightly beap of rubbisk: ! How many a
suaggler had heedlessly gazed an it,
hox wany n footstep kad idly trod
upen it, a viglected, waorthless ¢ ing,
a wreek among wrecks, a ruin for
reptiles to croep on, or foxes to frisk
about it, or aows to perch on n,
,and yet, shen the infidels of Enrope
were cting doubt an tne xuthen-

greatbexuty, abounding in citics, indus- ticity of the histotienl records of the
try and wealth 2 it is now a wildernes ! Bible, and einploying all their powers |
pevpled by roving Arabs. Thestane war of criticium to prove them o be only
found by a missionary, a Mr, Klein, at oriental fictions, there, in the mean-
aplace called Dhibaw,iu a field of ruins. | time, lay the stone of Moab, a silent

Ahab,  The inscription says that Mes.
hee had wars with those Israclitish Kings,
very long and manguinary wars; and
that ho ancd they were implacable ene-
nsies.

The manes of forts ar stsongholds are
on the stone, and of shnnes ot wdolatry.
Nat a few of thew aie ald woquaintans
cex of readas of the Bible. We ree
cogmze them at fimt saght. But how
strange to see them tizae, hke antigue
fossils, relies of the historieal past,
Dibon, Muadelne, Banhweon, Hozery Kivie.
thaine, cte. Mesha tells how he built
this ene, decoratad that, and laid an-
other in blood and ashes. He was a
wercilesa and dashing warrior.

The inscription contams ote  thon-
sand Ietters But, owing to the injory
of Breand taeakige, only seven hun-
dred or thaesbante, ate w existence.
The gapn m boken santences, can
preaty well be tithd up;in the casehow-
cvery of praper names, comjuciiine avails
but httle.

The letters in nhich theiusaiption is
writtan are of the old Pheenicnn type,
and sinuliar to the capitals of vur awn
alphalet, unly that they are tumed
tackwaidgor in reverse.  The language
is Hebirew, but not just the Hebrew of
the Scriptures. The difference is one
of dialeet, and it has alse. an Ambic
complexien, a very interesting fact for
Philelogists.  The taritory of Maab
was so situated as to have a purely
Hebrew-speaking people «n theone side

.and a race of Arabian origin un the
.other.

Theattempt to remore it was nat well  witneas to the fidelity of these vory re-+ ** Thedate of the stone is about 200

B, C. 1t was engraved, sceording to
the opiniun in the second year of the
veien of sfhaz, Kingof [smel.  Qtisold
er than Memer, and is it all hkelihood
written i the siune chinacters as thase
uaed by Darid n the Psalns, and by
Nolomag in his correspotdence with Hi-
ram, Kmyt of Tyre.  From every pomt
of view the stone ts of the decpest in-
terestanl msportanee ” ¢t It is ke an.
other chapter added to the Bible™ [t
throws hght on Iasterteal portions of
the Bible that were greatly ahiscured by

the mistg of antiquity. Tt isa cantirma.
tien of the truth of Seviptuml History.
Not that the Bilde needs to Jean on
avidence likethat,  Itisits own witness.
It cirriex ita divine credentianls in its
boson:. It speaks to the henrtof iran
as no other baok everdid, It is omnis-
cient.  Its voice i3 the veioee of Gad.
A christian docs not need such  evi-
dence as antiquarians dig ont of rnins,
or drag ont of the ciypts of mouldering
scpulchren, to prove that the Bible is
divine. He kuawa on what he builds
his hope, and if there were ne monu-
ments of any kind, no strong recister of
forgatten cities, nar slats from the un.
covered palaces of Chaldean plains, nor
hicroglyphics from the Nile, his hope
wauld still rest there. Haw do 1 know
that 1 plant iz 2 wk of creative intelli-
gence. aml vot a thing of chanee ar cir-
cumstance! i it not oy the wartks of
wizdam and of purpese which 1 can tince
upen it Ttself tells the story of its ori.
gin,  In the veius of every leaf and in
the hue of ¢rery petal it unfolde the
wanderfu. skill of the hand *hat fashion-
ed it and gave it all its grace avd love-
linces.  Aund, so, there is a character, a
self-witucasing power in the Rible that
proclanus it to he the conception nat of
man, hut of Gad. A chiristian deea not
need rtich evidence for his faith as that
of the stone of Maab, but it can beused
to stop the anogance of a soeptic,

A few naten, now, about the land of
Moah. 1t does not figure much in his-
tory  But when the Romanahickl it it
was celelnated for its viches and power.
All that, hawerer, bas passed away.
Under the rule of the Tosks, Moab has
shrunk into a desert. The atandard of
Mahaanet was a crescent, 2 thing that
gives the idea of a splendour that waxes
or expauds, but by what fatality is it
that the crescent of the Maosletns, wher-
cver it has moved has been the baleful

{Continned on fonrth page.]
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