ment is hqlding out bjg inducements for the disogy-
ery and the exploi;aﬂég)f'that mineral. Followi
gouibly, the exfmple”of Britain and the Unifed

tates, a Mineral Resoufces Commission, it. seems,
.has been avpointed in Canada.  This has given
-gie ous o ence to th: Canad'an Mining Journal.
The editorial writer of thdt paper,lashes himself into
fury at the bare idea that smch a commission could
for a moment be thought necessary. The cénsor and
eriticism of the Commisdion oceupies four colums.
Let us be content with a pdragraph or two as suffia
ciently showing thimood of our esteemed confem-
porary :— @ =

“Many of“our readers have ﬁscgive‘l during the,
past few weeks afi undated circular letier from fhey
Mineral Resources Commission. - je

“I{ the Munitions Resources Commission really
wants the information it asks for why does it not
apply to_the Department of Mines at Ottawa? Very
compléterinforipation is on filé there and is readily
accessible, although some poorly informed gentle-
men, ocenpying positions whjeh give their words
gome weight with those who do not know of their
unreliability, frequently make statements to the cen-
trary. The Departmgnt of Mines has collected in-
formation wnn'm'ni};z' all known fmportant deposits
and it is crass idity for the Munitiogs Resources
Commission to begin now to duplicate the work al-
ready done by better qualified men. - If further in-¢
formation is \:3(0(1 4han can be obtained from the

Y Department of Mines and the Bureaux of Miges of
the Provinceg/ these organizations can secure it
mueh more readily than can the Mun s Resources
Commission. They will moreover be able tovinter-
_pret the information obtained; while the Munitions
o« ssources Commission gives no indication in its
cirenlar of being able to intelligently cgmpile and
condense such information. ;. y
“The circular sent out by the Munitions Resources
Commission is not only evidence of that Commis-
sion’s inability to degl with the matter, but the
action of the Commissign is insulting to the Degart-
ments of Mines of thegDominion and the Provinces.

.

It is to bﬁjn‘opod that the heads of these capable
orgpmzati ns will not allow the insult t¢ pass un-
noticed.”’ ; i

can scarcely think that so simple a thing, and

80 common, as the appoirgment of a commission, was
sufficient of itself to provoke the Canadian Mining
Journgl to so great indignation*and wrath. We can

£ the Journal that there is a great work for a

well ordered Minera) Resources Commission to do
in giving information in greater detail, as to the
minerals of, the Dominion, more particularly that
. portion of it called Nova Scotia. Possibly the other
provinees have Departitents of Mines that ean give
all neededgrinformation as to the various minerals, the
places in which they may be found, their extent, and
quality, if under lease, and if being wrought, or if
not being exploited, why. The Journal as an author-
ity ought to know that the Department of Mines of
Nova Scotia has never undertaken to furnish in-
quirers with the information necessary to induce
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with specified minerals, Suppose one goes into the
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of the British Government, who ought to know, arg Mines Office in H.h& apd asks the question, “‘Are §

yet not in gpositio 11 wHether there is petrol- there etul lands in any of the counties not yet cov-

eum in the/ British Isles or not; and so the gov&u- “ered by-lease!’’ What could the cials say if one S

them to look over the Jands reported to be underlaid”

L

goes in and asks ‘‘Is there a workable iron ore area,

under lease that I could get hold of 1" #till the De- |
partmefi®’ could not-tell. Yot another enters and
asks, ‘‘1s there copper of commercial value in Nova |
Heotia.” The only agswer that he would likely re-

ceive vou'd be "W(-gn ve 30"". 17 he fu-ther put

the questioa “‘Mvhy is the Uomth copper not be-

ing worked ¥’ “The answer m be, ““Oh, give us

something easy.”” What our RQepartment of Mines
does pot know about the minerals of the Province |
woul(rtnke up five columns of the Canadian Mining |
Journal. In saying this no reflection is cast on the
‘Nova Scotia Department of Mines, Unlike Ontario,
and sdme other of the provineds 'blli', Nova
Scotid has no geofogical survey. The De;:n ment of
Mines has never done#any “field’’ work and the ip-
formation it has obtained as to mineral de S
Becn-obtained from thy Canadian Geological Suryey

or from iMprested ilfdj\'i},lvlmLs. Prof. Howe ghd |
others A something in’that direction, but that Was

long ago. Several .geologists have made reports, but
these were at the instance of private corpofation.
Only within the last few months has the Canadian
Geological Survey reached the cqnelusion that Fair-

burn, Pawson and others were mistaken as to Nova
Scotia s irgu ores, A great deal more lig‘rlfiu needed,

come from where it may.
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ECONOMY IMPERATIVE.

>

Of late worn'ng have been thmﬁ\‘u out that people
must begin to‘vgunomize ndw, and not wait until
they are compelled to do so, b and bye, when short-
age, if not fuluimgmm-es them in the fgge. Here are
a couple/of\extratts from authoritati ources :—

“‘Lecturing on this subjeet at the London School
of Ecowomies, Mr. Sidney Wehh said that already.
we were face to face with th sat world ahortag%
which peace would bring hoWis to Ais.. Wheat, the
greatest factor in the world’s food supply, was al-
ready at its lowest figure. Flocks and herds were
grawing smaller; theepig was rapidly gisappearing;
the consumption of&talu, oil, coal, wool' hides,
leather and timber wa® in excesg of production—
owing to lack of labouy, At present about 45,000,000
workers—one-cighth of the world’s™ population—
were munition-making. After the war there would
be an nhnprmal_*cnmua] for many things which it
would be impossibel to supply. We ought at once
to be engaged on the task of revietualling Burope if
.we were to avoid general anddocal famine, 1t seem-
ed to him the principle they would have to adopt
would e “‘No cake until everyone has bread.”” Sir
hur Yapp, Director of Food Eeonomy, speaking
1dersfield the same night, said we had to/real-
Id shortage of food to-day, and the .
world short of tounage. Thexe was likely
to be a world shoxgage of money and there would be
a World shortage of men, There was no need for
panic, but there was the most urgent need for econ- .
omy in all foods. He appeale\l to everybody to deny
h 2 £ 5 NI . ke "
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