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SYNOPSIS 0F TH-E 1IPTEROUS (;E-N US P HORA.

lIn Osten Sacken's wvell-known Catalogzue of Diptera ten species of
lora are credited to our fauina. 0f these 1 liave beeîî tinable to tind

aily Phiorid described b)y Fal)ricins under the nîaine of ahra. 'l'lie author
whio first uised this naine appears to have beeni Meigen ; iii Ibis Klass.
i3escli. Etir. Zwvei. Insect (iSo04), this author describes a Ti-ineur-a atra,
but in his later work (Syst. Beschi. Eur. Zwvei. Inisect, i S3 o) this inie is
relegated as a syflo1Iy of Jhesca alerriuia, Fabr. (Ent. Syst., 1798). In
the recent revision of the Austrian Plhoridze, by Strobi (\Viener Eult.
Zeitunig, 1892, pp. 193-204), "o mlenltionl is imade of a .1>/zor-a arFabr.
'l'le reference in the Catalogue should therefore be credited to Meigen,
and transferred as a synonymi of Tr-imura aterrýima, Fab)r.

Phior-a/isci.pes, Macq., lias been credited to our fauina by Walker,
but fromn Macquart's threce-line description it is quite imp)ossible to iden-
tify the species, and the naine shiouilc therefore disappear from Our list.
'l'lie forni doubtfully referred to this species b)y Zetterstedt does not
occur in our faunia SQ far as 1 arn a'vare.

Sinice the publication of the above mientionied Catalogue, descrip-
tions of five supposed new species of Phiora from our faunia hiave2 been
jiublishied, viz.: aietié'e, Conistock (Cotton Insects, 1879, ppJ. 208-21 1),
and four other species by Prof. Aldrich, in the CANADIAN ELN'roMOLO(;isTI,
Vol. xi., paces 1-42-146. Althoughi I have liot seen an undoubted type
of Pzora ail/ke, Comst., stili there is every reason) for believinig that it is
identicai witlî the common Pzor-a nigricceps, Loew. Th1e described female
wvas evidently immature, whichi would accouint for the darker inarkziirgs
on thc abdomien înentioned in Uhe description ; ini the maie, however, it
is stated that the Il dorsal portioni of the ab)domieni is entirely blackishi,"
and this accords i)erfectly with the coiouriing of this p)art of the body iin
normaily coloured specimiens 0f ;zi;r.icejps. NMoreover, this latter species
lias been reî:eatedWl reared froin larvoe fécding- upon thc decoinposingl
chrysalides of Aletia, thus hiaving siînilar habits tu thme formi described by
Prof. Comistock.

So far as at present known, the iarvoe of ai Uhc différent species of
Phlora feed uipon animal or vegetable substances iii a more or less state
of decay. In Prof. Aldrichi's paper nientioned above the staternent is
nmade that several of the species wvere reared fromn Cimibex cocoonis,
but iin a recent letter the author sta,,tes Iiis conviction thiat thebe cocoons
conitainied oniy dead larvze and ippS at the timie they w'ere attacked by
the Phiorids.
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