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establishment of a thorangly etficient sehool must depend upon pro-
curing 2 thorcughly eflicient teacher.  He must be a man speeially
trained for his work. A beawtitul parallel has been drawn by two
preceding speakers between the ~pecial education of the adisan,
the physician, and the lawyer, and the speerad training of the teacher,
If we would not intrust to an agnonnt pretender the care of this
bady, so curionsly and waonderfully wronght and fruned, when
heaith only woukl be endangered § it we demand years of study
from the man to whom we trust the guardianship ot onr liberties,
shall we not also demand some speent! preparation from him to
whom in great pat we delegate, not only the present happiness,
but what is of wore value, than health, or hiberty, or hile,—the future
destiny of our children. 4o sive this special preparation is the
work of a Nornmal School. In the institution, which to-day we have
met to inaugurate, we shallaun at the attanunent of a twolold object 5
first, 10 enable the reacher rewdily o commumeate 10 others the
knowledge which he possesses; and, secopdly, to wive him a sort
of moral and mental vantage gromnl by the axl of instruction,
exceeding in amnomnt the mere modienne of knowlsdee which he
may have to impart. Both of these are necessary,  Many wio have
the ficulty of extensive comprehension, and can grasp the widest
range of science, or form the most gigantic plans, have not lormed
those habits of winute analysis, wlich brgs kuowledge down to
the comprehension of the learer. A specia! mode of thought,—
habits of vigorous scientific investigation—are necessiury to fonn the
perfeet teacher.  The teacher, shonld know much that he never
tmay expect to teach, inorder that he may have command ol such
extensive intellectual stores as may give him a facihity tor eleatly
Mlustrating the subjects which hie has to teach, wnd that also his
own ental facultics may be stremgthened and enlased, in the act
of acquiring these additional and. by some azeounted, superfluous
attainments.  In the Nonmal School we shall endeavor by the ol-
lowing means to attain these objects :—1s1, by lectures on the vanous
branches of kunowledsse, not confining owselves to that which the
pupil teacher does not kuow, but reviewing thoroughly the most
elementary branches of 2 common schiool education. udly. By
lectures on the theory of teaching, connectines the at of teachinyg
with the kaws of our menta) being, as fae as they have been revealed
tous, 3ndly. By constantly witnessing the opertions of the Model
Schools, and practising m teaching therein.  With relerence to the
Model School now about to be established, (for of that which has
been so well conducted in Bonaventure Street. 1 need say nothing)
we shall be guided in its orscanization, and in the methuds of teach-
ing, by two priuciples, which will at once recommend themselves
to yourapproval ; that all edueation which does notainat the tull and
harmonious development of all our powers. physical, mental and
moral, is false and mischievons ; and that it i3 pecessary, m every
system of teachineg, not only to impart knowledwe, but also to train
and strengthen the faculties for the dmties of future life. More
might be said, but T fear I have ulready trespassed too far upon
your paticnce. I shall conclude with one word to those whom 1
set before me, who are about to devote themselves 1o this noble
work of teaching.  Much has been said about the position of the
tencher.  Rewmember, your position will be what you wmake it
Have yvourselves just views of the ssiered character of your profesion,
and of its webadny sesponalalities. dim to acquine that hesghtened
moral bearing that adone can ensure for you success in your work,
and the esteem of those by whon yon are surrounded.  And, allow
me to sy, that whoever shall worthily fultil the duttes of « teacher,
will not have lived in vain—will not die unhonored.  Over his
grave will be shed tears of sineere atlection.  Your nane, fanhful
teacher. may not be handed down o posterity § you may not be like
a comet blazing along the sky. ¢ the observed of all observers 3
but you will mther be like one of those Jessers star, unmoticed,
save by the astranamer, wnnambered and unnamed, but sudding
neventheless to the brillianey and splendour of the wmidisight heavens s
and your name, and the remembrance of your devoted hie, will be
recorded in the ccerlasting memory.

Professor Hicks said :—The maintaining of a Trmming Schoal. for
the purpose of sending ont properly qualined mstructors ol the
youth of the country, must be a subject of geeat grntilication to every
one who has the welfare of that country at heant.  There are few
of us so scliish as 1o look only to the present benefit to be derived
from an undentaking,  Thousawds, on the contrmey, are anvious to
promote any messure that will lead to fature permaneat goad. The
supplyingg of a sutficient nwnber of teachors for the chief luea-
tional wants of the ronntry 1x a great undertaking, therefore the
sooner it 33 st aboul the better—his s what we e about 1o do,
and I trust with Gud’s blessing we may succeed.  The Training
Schonl, ais Lunderstand ity is an institetion orgamzed for the pampose
of preparing youug pursous who may be desirous of following the

pmfcssiou of teaching, by in.strucljnglheun in the artof school keep-
g, Owing to the inetlicieney of most of those who apply, direet
instraction in literary subjects forms o large paat of the conrse in o
truining «chool 3 otherwize the whole time of the student should be
spent in the Model School, and the study of edueation and eduen-
tional systems. 1t is now genemlly admitted that Normal Sehool
training is necessary to fonn the successful teacher. It has been
my lot, during the fast twenty years, to be engaged with schools
and schoolmasters, and I have had awple opportumiy of judane of
the advantazes of the trained over the wnirained teachers, and T
have, therelore, no hesitation in saying, that even m the ordmary
details of school wmanasement—routine—as we call it, the most
inexpericuced eye wonld detect at onee the properly qualified man
from him who had pethaps been led to adopt the profession because
e could find no other cmployment.  Tn the Latter casze of the
umrained 1eacher, order, minagement, disciphne, time arrange-
ments and many other important thinges are unheeded or tnknown,
and at st the school hecomes a seene ot confusion ; the newly
appointed teacher fancies, in order to sereen himself, that he has
ol into one of the worst neighborheads e the worll, and every-
thing goes to rnin. Not that I mean to say that 2t training school
can train any one so as to wake him a teacher in the proper mean-
ine of the tenn. It can send him out prepared for us work. e
will understand the best arrangement ol a room—the classification
of his pupils—the taking of veports—and many other thines which,
if newlected by the best'ol teachers, will altimately lead to failure.
1 believe, however, that it is a part of the beneficial aveangements
of the Almighty to mise up those who are wanted whenever any
work is requiced to be done for the benetit of man, and as the edu-
cation of the masses is to keep pace with the development of science
and the extension of conunercial enterprize. I feel assured there
now evists in society a sufficient number of young pessons of both
sexes who are mentally gqualified for the teacher’s office, and that
society has not found them, because they have not been cought
after—"Teaching has been almost entirely left to the wined trades-
men, the disappointed clerk, or one whe, having fuled in other pur-
suits, as a last, and only as atemporary resource, resolves to try
testching il something better wms up.—Aud children have been
tntrusted to such, only to be sent ont dgnorant into the world, the
whole of their cardy’ years,~those pearls of days—avhich should
have been employed i storinee the mind and building up a chameter,
withered and blasted by negleet. Now, T believe that the class of
whitt we may call mentally qualitied teachers will be found so <oon
as we remove one of two impediments, the chief of which is the
low position which the elementary teacher has taken in society.
The retined mind requires intercourse with those possessed with
endowment, and when one position in life denies the gratiticarion,
another will eentainly be looked for.  Itmay be <aid that the cle-
mentary teacher has hitherto been one whao. o account of the low
state of his acquirements, has not been qualitied to take any other
than a low position.  This has, inmany cases, been e but it
has beeu my ol to see many ignorant men. by an abalite in filling
their pockets, take a position which the teacher woulil never be
allowed to reach, however prone he might be to fill his head. The
training schoal, however, having for its olyect the sendine forth of
properly qualitied persons, this repronch we trst will soon be doue
away with, and that society will give the clamentary teacher that
position which he deserves, as one who is fizhiine the baitles of his
comntry against inomnce ad erime~~two of the worst enemies to
encounter. Now, if T were asked what 1 considered to be tests by
which one whom nature has Laid ot for teaching mizht be knoswn,
I wanld say, in the first place, love of chifdnn—micetion towards
these little ones who are sronving up o fill our places in this workd.
Witheut this, it is fmpossibie 1o expeel e resulls, Every teacher
shontd have 2t heart something tesembling that which heat in the
Lreast of the French writer, Berquin, who wrate &t book for children,
called » LPAmi des Eufants.?  He wave up his whole sunl o pro-
mote the happiness of the young.~He joined in their sports, wrote
for themn, amd when he died, thonsids of the little ones he Joved
followed him 1o the tomb., Al anr great educationists have been
lovers of children.  Pestalozzi. Lancaster, Belle, and Oberling and
shall T be thonght irreverent should Isay timt the Great Teacher
Himsel! sasd, + Sutler livle children to come unto me.”  He was
cminently successful in arresting the attentton of the younr, because
e loved " then. We may say, then, thad love of ghildren stands
first in the list of the teacher™s gualilfications.  The neit is a high

Fappreciation of the importance of the teacher’s office—I may, say

the teacher™ misvion.  Let the teacher look upon las atlice as one
of drudgery. and farewell o every altenpt al success. The many
petty oceurrences which we always {md in a school-room, calcul-
ated to rufile the uueasy mind; are magniticd into 2 thousand tines



