
I#ow to Pr(il/ .1il/îoit CeUiNig-.

lest ye enter into tcrnltatio.-
IlGive Ai diligence, tliat ye may be
found of lm in peace." There is ini
soine countries an animal, called a
sloth, which is saîd to begin feeding
at the bottoin of -a trc, and slowly1ï
ascends, as neeessity im-pels, until it'
lias stripped the tree of ail its bark
and leaves, and, conscquently, mnust
leave it iu a dying state. Just such
an obnoxious, destructive thing is thiat
slotlî which is seen continually haug-
ing about some professors of reli-
gion; and though its advances are
slow, it wvil1 strip them of ail the fine
foliage of their profession ; 1 àd, like
the wormn iu Jonahi's gourd, cause
thieir religion to wither, and die away.

3. Sonîctirnes it is put out by de-
praved tempers and passions. As
there is no principle of grace to, sub-
due and rnortify them, thiey grow and
gather strength, even under a profes-
sion of religion, tili they make the
lamp appear very dini, and at length
extinguishi it.

4. Some neyer cast away the lamp;
but ail their zeal, affection, joy, and
supposed religlous feelings go out.
Instead of letting their lighit shine,
they are enveIoped in the shades of
wvorldly-mindedness, and camnaI se-
curity. Inýstea(i of walking as elilid-
ren of the light, and running the race
set before thein, they boiter, and like
Pliaraohi's chariots %vitli the whleels
off, drag on heavily. They fnd ex-
cuses, as often as they can, for the
negleet of the means of grace, and
the ordinances of God's lîouse ; and
when they cani find none, force them-
selves to attend, but are almost ready
to exclaim, leBehold, what a weari-
ness is it !" Thus they continue slurn-
bering and sleeping, tili the midnight
cry, wlien they find too late that thiey
have no oil ln their vessels.

How awful the end of false profes-
sors! 1 lThe door wvas shut." F-low
happy the end of the sincere! " They
that were ready %vent lu ith bim to
the niarriage." J. C. B. 1M.

110W TO PRAY NVITIOUJ'
CEASING.

A nuniber of ministers were ats
semblcd fur the discussion of difficffl
questions~, and, anon oti, it
asked, lîow the coimund to Il praý
witlîout ceasing" coid bu conuplivd
with. Varlous suppositions -%vere
startcd; and at length one of tlue
nunmber was appoinited to write aii
Essay uponi it, to read at the liext
xnonthly meeting, wvhicl being over-
huard by a furnale servant, she ex-
clainied, Il Xhat, a wliole nîoilî
wantcd to tell the mcaning of thiat
text? It is one of the casiest and best
texts iu the Bible." IlWell, well,
said an old mnister ; "'Mary, w1iat
caui you say about it ? let us L- iow
hîow you understand it; can yotu pray
althe tiie ?" "lOyes, sir." "Wlhat,
wlhen you hiave so xnany tlîings ti
do? IlWlîy, sir, the more 1 hiave to
do, the more 1 eati pray." I liffleed
Well, iMary, do lut us kuiow liow it il).
for rnost people tlîink othierwisu."
"WeiI, sir," said the girl, Il whcun h

first open rny eyes iu the îrnornin", 1
pray, Lord open the eyes of mny wi-
derstandiuig, and while 1 arn dress-
ing, 1 pray thiat I may be clothed witli
the robe of rightuousnuss ;and w1hcu
1 hiave washied me, 1 ask for the wvaïh-
ing of regeneration; and as I bcgiîi
work, pray thiat I may have stretigtli
equai to my day; whien I begin to
kiindle up the fire, 1 pray that God's
work inay revive in xny soul ; and av,
I sweep out the io use, I pray thîat ny
heart rnay bc clcansed frorn aIl its lin-
purities,; and wvhile preparing aud(
partaking of breakfast, I desire to 1)v
ýfid with the hidden manna, and 'ftlc
sincere inilk of the N, ord;-' and as 1
amn busy witli tlîc little chlîldrun, I
look up to God as my fatiier, and(
pray for the Spirit of adoption, tlit
1 rnay be his child, and so on aldy
cvery thing I do fumnishies me wvitlh 1
thotight for prayer." "EnottghI,"
cricd the old divine, Ilthese tlîiigz
arc rcvcaled to babes, and often htid


