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THlE PROVINCIAL TÀRIFF.

In aur last article on this subject %va 8howed, that, while the
consumption of raw and basiard sugars had increased ia spite of
the augmentcd duty imposed in 1812, under the Government of
tiju laie Lord Sydenham, that of reiined liad fallen off in a rnuch
grater rallo--tht, iii fact, while the constinption of the former
increased at the rate of about twenty-four, that of the latter feu ouff
ai the rate of about thirty-five per centumn per annum. Ataid f roin
ihese facts, taken in connexion wilh olher material concurrent cîr-
ctumstatices, we conchîded tuait the dlties in question " inîght
be Teuced vrithont dettiment to the revenue on thue an ad,
and with vell fouiided hope, on the ciller, of promoutiîîg the comn-
mercial and general intoresis of the Province, at large."1 Tmo
extent ta which, in Otîr opinion, this reiluction bliuuld bu carried
we wil suite in a future number, when ive place our digested rc-
,repue sehene, in ils complet form, bef,îre the country. Mean-
lime, topave the way for it, we continue our analytical compara-
aion of the importations of the more important article.- of con-
somption iinder present duties, and the moure. moderate rates
which prevaiied previous ta 18142.

The article %vhiclt cornes utextin order for investigauion,is spirits.
The dulies levied on articles cornprehiendcd entier the tern

spirits since 1842, are as follows:
On Britkâl, Rltrn, - -- 6î stg-. pur gall.
Forcig ila. 1 let. do. du.
Ail olter Spirits, Blritish, - ls.d.d . o

Do. Forcigii, - s.3d.dIo. do.
The foreign article bigsubject ta an abaternent of a fourth of
the differc'nial duty, w~heuî importcd (ex Nvarelîouse) frum the
lUnited Kingdom.

Prcviously to 1842 the dulies levieti on ilcrn, w%,ere as follo%,vs-
On llritish ]Rur, - - 6(t. slg. & 6d. cy. per gaI!.
Foreign do., le - - Ido. & -d do0.
Britisit Whiskey, - 3d.do. &3d. du.
Foreir'n do., - Is. do. &6d. do.
Ail oler Spirite, Foreien, front the

Uitcd ingdom, orBritshColonics, Is. do. & Gd. do.
- Frontý the place of growth, ls.3dt.do &6Gd. do0.

Our readers wvill not fail to remark, from the forcgoi.g, that the
duiy an rui is ilow materially Iower tItan it %vas previotis tu 1&1-2,
and thait duat oit forcigit spirits (ollier titan rui> is mnateriaily

Lbigher tIait it Nys iplu t at pcriod. 
Ai the saine time it ay

flot bc ami.%s to rtnîark, that since 183 thu importation of ruom
bas been quito ilnsiificanttt,cornpareîl witlî tnlbat itwas prcviotisty,
o\çin- lin a grentdegree, if îlot cnitirely,tothio nbolitionof siavery
iu the Wert lIdieq, from %,vlîcnce otîr supplies, vriîl the exception

,wero almosi tvholiy dcrived. To show% the extant to wlîich that
tracte lias fîtilen uff %vo rnav. mention, lIt the importation of
Britishî Plantation Runi in IS3 wvas 637t,465 pzalons, while

iu the five following years il was reduced ta the foîlowin, quaua-
titie8s

1839, - - 110,115 gallons.
1840, - - 45,220 do.
1841, - - - - 7,356 dIo.
1842, -- - 26.027 dg).
1&13, -- 23,799 (Io.

Ve eail oir redos attention in the.qe fictq, lecaiise il might
othierIvise appear anomalouq Io them to sep te consuimption of -«n
important art icle fail offrapiflîy and extensiivelyconctirreîatly %with
ani even in spite of, a consider-ably re<iced rate of duty.

The imiportation of spirits in geiieral, under the îwvo ;ystemns of
dnty that have prevaiîedl since andi previouisly Io 18-12, arc as
foi lows:
1839, M 77550 gilis. 1843, - 9.33,772 g1la

lm 67,978 doc. 1&14, - 5v0>;- (0
1841, - 389,543 do. 1845, - 369,568 do.

1,785,071 1,106,--15

Average, 595,0u4 Avernffe, - 368,718
Froin ithe aboya table it wiil be perceived tit since the dîîly

on forei_-,n spirits, nim excepted, was increascd, the entries for
hmome consumrptuon have liîminished on the average tu the extent
of 226,286 gaillons per anuum, or nearly forty per cent. on the
average quantity importect dtîring the ilirc previaus years withi
which tlie eompari.son is made! Thils is amsarilinq filet, aîîd we
mnay remark thlat i is not altribulablo tu tIte fallîng off iu lIme
supffly of rum, inasmucit as the importatinn of 1hat article diii
not vatry mntcla front y car to )car front 1839 up 10 1845, aud con-
sequentiy that it miglit bu sinic.. out of the table alte.getmer %vih-
ont1 a!tering the rnansrial féatitre of aur comrparîsuni. Tu ulitt
dlieu is this greai falling off lu te consoimption of foreign or irn-
ported spirils tabu attributed? Is il oin to tlictreaseýd duty
auîgment n- tlîe cobi lu lte consumer? IVe su~ tlie iiîcreased
il ,ly, for -we take upon ourselves lu afitmn tîtat 1lie prime cost <if
thme article nt tîn, place of prodluction lias not on the averasLe ni-
creaset! duiriii- Ile yenrs iu question, but rallier tIse reverse! Or
is it, on the oiuer hand, owitig ta the superior habits and increa-%8
ed teînperaiîce of tlue people ? Or, l:tsiy >5 it o I t he
cîîe1p spirit of domestîe cantcure, viz. of îî,key, ]îattng dis-
placed the more cootly- and stiperior article ofureain production?7

We ennnol ai the prescrit moment lake upon osîreelves tu an-
sower Iiese questions, not knowing the <unantil y of doinestie
spirits maîiulaetured iu Canada sîtîce 1839, and beiug ikewvise
deficient c.f alther data %vhich Nvould bc necussary to ena.ble us ta
comnla tasotindconclusion. IVermay rcmark, Iîowcver, iliat the
ver>' slîiking failing off ii the coristmpîioîî of imnported spirits
affordoç lririo fade evideuce ta suspect lit the duîcvsnow levied
on tlsem chvtck conquimp:ieu, and arc couseju#intly- toc hîîgni for
the simple aid leitimate ptirpose of raising- revenue.

Wu îîow corne ta the consideration of IVittcs. The duties un
thoue previously ta 1812 wore as follows:

In woodfrom lie Unitedl Kingmr.
Madeira, . 10s. *t. pur tun, and 9d. cy. pet gallon.
Frechcl........ ..... 6d. (10.
.AI! clier kiuds, 10s. st-. pur in, anti 6d. cy. do.

li» toodfroin place of groicllî.

Maera,. . £7 slg per toit, andi M. cy. per gi.
AI ttr ~vnsucp ranch, £7 s. pur tua, anid &I.cy
per g;ai.

Ont bot/led tvines, if bottleil iu the Unitedi 1inzilom, the dlties
%vote tise sanie as in wootl; but, if iii in forcgn botiks, there
wvas nu iddational duty of £7 7s. stg. pur tua, and Is. moto for
every dozen boules.

lit 1842, tîse dtuties reto rtecd bj the Act thich tlien came
into force, la the fol iowing rates:-

Prom the Llei iRngdom.
Madera,. Si5 pur cent,1 and Is. stg. par gaI.
AI! citler kintis, 54 pet cent, and 6d. sig. liur gal.
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