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judges at present is a inatter of great
importance, and should be considered.
Theexpenseto the Goveriii entshould
aiso be seriously considered, and if
the system is to be continued, lie
thoughit some effort shouid be iade
to bunch the cases. Anv case of littie
importance, and requiring immediate
attention, could be settled at Toronto
at very, trifiing expense. I conclud-
ing, lie said the judges are williiig
to do their duty,. but thought the
profession should consider the time
and expense iiîcurred by the present
SN'stem.

CANADIAN BAR
TION.

ASSOCIA-

The annuai session of the Canadian
Bar Association opened at Dalhousie
University, Halifax, on August 3ist,
wi'len Mr. J. E. Robidoux, Provincial
Secretary of Quebec, aiîd president
of the society, delivered a long
address on the objects of the organi-
zation and its importance to the
Dominion generally. Mr. C. S. H-ar-
rington, of the Halifax bar, also
spoke. An address of welconie to
the members of the Bar Association
and the members of tlîe Behring Sea
Claims Commission was delivered by
Lieutenant-Governor Daiy, wbo wvas
especiatly happy in his effort. Hon.
Don NI. Dickinson miade an eloquent
and felicitous reply, whiclî evoked
tlie most enthusiastic applause. A
large number of lawyers were pres-
ent, and Judges King, Putnami,
Toivnsend, Ritchie and Henry
occupied seats on the piatform.

LAW S*rAMPS.

A case wvhich exemplifies the in-
ustice of the present law stamp tax,

ivhich tlîe legal profession are in
spite of themselves forced to collect,
is that of Ostromn v. Silîs -recently
before the Ontario Court of Appeai.
It wvas an action for alleg-ed obstruc-
tion of a watercourse the existence
of wb.ich is negatived by the decision

of that Court wvhich held that the
damage was occasioned by surface
water. It was said that $40 wvould
have originally settled the cause
of action and wvas a fair esti-
mate of the amount involved. The
litigation has proceeded at consider-
able length and, as wvas remnarked by
Mr. justice Moss in deiivering bis
judgment, there has been nothing
short in the case but the temper of
the parties. In the endeavor to
obtain justice througli the courts the
parties have had tco pay flot only for
their lawyer's services, but for Iaw
stamps to an amount in excess of
$1oo) the proceeds of whicb go to
the Provincial Government. If the
exigencies of our political economy
wiIl not alloiv of the making of our
courts of justice free, there should at
least be some modification of the
Governnient tax to compare more
favorably with the amount invoived.
At present the workman's case under
the employer's liability lawv for $300
damages for personal injuries is
taxed as heavily as the foreclosure
of a million dollar mortgage.

CURBSTONE LAWYERS.

Amon- the iawyers of ail large
cities there are a great many attor-
neys wvho have offices and yet neyer
do rruch in the way of practising
their profession. There are others
who apparently have considerable
business wvho have neyer been
known to have ar. office. Some of
these curbstoiîe Iawvyers do business
for years, carrying their library and
"1office " files in their well worn high
hats. When the canvass is made
for the legal directory the curbstone
Iavyer will usually glibfy locate
himself in one o'f the wvell known
do,vn town office buildings. The
canvasser, however, is generaliy
acquainted with the man who bas
simply the city for bis professional
address and the attorney's directory
seldomn sets hlm down as the occupant
of a building witb an elevator service.
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