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prompt .answer to her message to bim con- Isible to- point out to ber that sie might have
v'inced her-this she said %vith a happy con- chîldren, and that her husband and father
fidence in her eyes-of the spirit in wvhich 1 were alike bound by their duties as trustees
hie was now coming out to, ber ; anid if, when inot to ltt ber defraud' these helpless- things.
h e came out bere, she had only five minutes of the future ? Nay, more:- it would be ne-
g.ven tii ber to, tell him- But the present cessary to tell bier tbat these hypothetical
%vnit.r refuses to reveal further the secrets young people might marryý; and that, bow-
that passed between these two, women. ever they iwight love their mamma, papa, and

In fact, he wvould probably neyer have igrandpapa, sorne cantankerous - son-in-law
known, but that at this juncture he was pri- 1 could suddenly corne down on the papa and
vately appealed to for advice. And if, in the grandpapa and compel tbemn to make good

i course of this faithful narrative, be bas en- tthat money which tbey. bad allowed, in defi-
deavoured as far as possible to keep bimself 1 ance of their trust, to be dissîpated in a sort
in the background, and tu be tht mere 1of quixotic: sacrifice.
moutb-piece and reporter of the party, that 1"lI alwvays thought the law was idiotic,'

Srôle must be abandoned for a moment. H-e 1says Queen T-.
must explain that be nov found himself in a 1 IlThe law in this case is especially devoted
position of some difficulty. Balfour had 1 to the protection of women, ivbo are not sup-
written out te Lady Sylvia, informing ber of 1posed to, be atble to -take care of themselves.'
the collapse of bis father's firm. Lt was " eDo you mean to say that if Lady Sylvia,ihopeless, he said, to tbink of the firm resum- 1 to, wbom the money belongs, wisbes to give
ing business ; the trade that bad made bis 1it up, she can iiot give it up ?"'
father's fortune ivas pl'ayed eut. In these cir- " l t does flot belong to her ; it belongs to
cumstances, he considered himself bound te 1 B3alfour and Lord Willowby, in trust for her;

,give up everything he possessed to, bis cre- and tbey dare flot give it up, except at their
~ditors, and be wisbed to know wbhe shwn risk. Wbat IBalfour rneant by making.
SLady.Sylvia, would feel disposed te surrender 1 hirnself a trustee can only be imagined ; but
in like manner the £5o,ooo settled on bier he is a sbrewd fellow."

lbefore ber marriage. He pointed out te, ber 1Il And so- sbe can flot give up the money!
l that she was flot legalUy bound te do so, and tSurely that is a strange thing-that one is flot
'that i t was a very doubtful question whether allowed to defraudl one's self!"
,she was morally bound ; it was a matter for "You can defraud yourself as muchi as you
bler private feeling. If she feit inclined to like. If she chooses, she can pay over the
,give up the money, be would endeavour to i 2,0oo a year, or wbatever it is, to Balfoers-
igain bier father's consent. But he thought 1 creditors ; but if she surrendered the original
ithat would be difficult, unless sbe also ivould 1 sum, sbe wvould he defrauding ber children;
1join ini persuading bim ; and she niit point 1 do you see that ?" Or does your frantic anx-
lout that, if be refused, she could iii any case Iiety to let a woman fling away a fortune that
* pay over the annual interest of the sum. He is legally bers blind you to everythirig?"
'hoped she was well; and tbere an end. IlI don't see that hercbildren, if she has
1 Now, if Lady 'ýylvia had had a bank note any," says this tiny but heroic champion of
for £50,00o in bier pueket, sbe would have strict nmorality, Ilwould benefit much by in-
h anded it over with a glad beart. She neyer lb eriting money that ougbt neyer to have be-
doubted. for a moment that she ougbt to pay 1 longed to, thern. That money, you know
bver the money, especially as she flow knew 1very wel], belongs to Mr. Balfour's creditors."

* hat it wvas bier busband's ivish ; but this rel- i IlThis I know very well: tbat you would
- ýrence to ber father rather bewildered ber, 1be exceedingly glad te see these two abso- -

and so she indirectly. aDpealed for counsel. 1 lute beggars, so that thev should be thrown
j Now, bow was it possible to explain to t on eacb other's belpfulness. I bave a suspi-
tpis gentie creature that the principle on t cion that that is tbe foundation for this
* khich an~ antenuptial seulement is based is I pretty anxiety in the cause of morality and
tLat tbe wife is literally purcbased for a sum tjustice. Nowv there is no use -in being aflgry.
0f nioney, and that it is the bounden duty tWitbout doubt, you have a sensitive consci-
0f tbe trustees to see that this purchase tence, and you are anxious that Lady S)'lvia's.
znoney shall not be inveigled away from ber I conscience sbould be consulted too; but al.-

Saiiy manner whatever ? How Was it pos- Ithe same-"


