
which cannot be fully cousidered in a work, of this
sort, tbe periods of whichi we speak, infinitely more
interesting to the reader, mighit have had more elhow-
room. We do not tbink that Wallensteini's charac-
ter has full justice done. to it. That lie wvas as bad
as Mn. Lewis pountrays huxu there can bc no doubt,
but wve do justice to the Corsican and wvhy not to the
But;hmian adventurer. One tliing is certain, that ta
this day Wallenstein is reinembered with grrati-
tude by Germany as the first apostie af national
unity, and when Schiller, in bis two dramas, selected
hîmi as tbe beno of the historical dm.ama, hie did so
advisedly. It would perbaps be hypereritical to
complain tlat Mr. Lewis lias followved the older
uviters in censuring Frederic the Great for the first
partition of Poland. It is proved beyond question
that Frederic's own account af the matter wvas the
correct one. He uvarated peace after the terrible
struggle of the Seven Yeas' War, but he wanted the
Russian alliance ta secure peace for bim. Even
Catharine II. cared little for Poland ; slie uvanted to
take possession of Turkey. Maria Theresa apposed
the transaction tbrougbout. To use hier awn uvords :
"I1 arn an old womnan, 1 can do no more ; but 1
neyer satv a more sinful negotiation.> Fncderic hiad
been appraached on the subject four or five timies
uvithout success, and it -%vas onily %%,len Cathainie's
desîgups on Turkey were too plain, and that niar-plot
joseph IL enîcred the Zip's territory of Poland that
Frederic yiel'led. lHe had either to face a Enropean
uvar in -. criPpled state or consent ta the partition.
Certainly lie n'as îîot the instigator or it.

We have only to add our earnest commendation
of ibis bistory, because wve believe it ta be, on the
whole, the best manual of Gernian history at presenit

j before the public.

FaR IN1G ANZD COUNTRY ; A STORY 0F 1812.
L' The 'lCanadcian Monthly " Prize Tale. l3y A.

M. 'M., author of " Katie Johnston's Cross," &c.
Toronto : Adanm, Stevenson & Co., ZS74 ..
The regular subscribers to this Magazine need not

be reminded that this is a- te-pint, in a very neat
forni, of the stony for whicb tbe pnemiun offered by
aur publishers uvas auvarded. It appi-ured originaliy
in a serial forrn in our pages, and uvas received by
aur readers uvith unqualifled appraval. It is, per-

laps, difficuit for us ta cominend ta others a story
to uvbich uve, in somne sont, occupy ,the position of
sponsors. If ive venture ta do so, it is becauqe ive
have reason ta believe that there are manywh oîî b-
ject ta reading a uvork like this by instalments, and
yet who are prepared ta bail witb pleasure any
uvortby contribution ta Canadian, literature, uvben it
appears i omplete and fialîied state. As ne

printed, "For King and Country" appe-ars with
such corrections as the autho'r deemed advisablc,
and with the addition of a few explanatory or com-
nientatory notes.

The scene of the tale is the Niagara frontier im-
rnediately before and during the war of 1812 ; and
it concludes with the death 6if Sir Isaac Brock in
scaling the heights at Quecuston. *After the victory
gained by B3ritish prowess and the tragic event which
dimrncd the general joy, our author had only to
gather up the threads of individual destiny, and the
epic ivas complete. To have protracted the story
over the soimewhat desultory warfare which followed
would have heen ta spread thinner and more wvatery
colours over a broad dcsert of canvas, and to destroy
ail the intensity of action and passion gained by pre-
senting one powerful and absorbing landscape to the
view. The straggling metho& of depicting great
events did weil for the artists of ancient monuments,
or even for the wvorkers af B3ayeux tapestry ; for us,
concentrated essence, and flot so.ution, has berome
a necessity.

It is flot our intention ta sketch our author's picît
-lot because it is intricate, but because it deperds
for its intere-st an the graduai unfolding of personal
character. The opening chapter, which unfolds for
us the state of Canadi-in society immediately before
the war, is graphiically drawn. The fratricidal cha-
racter of hit conflict appears, from the indissoluble
linkcs 'vhich knit together the people on both sides
of the frontier, and the querulous discontent of the
cnlonists at being left alnmost to their own resources is
characteristic of the period. Seli-relianice iii a
colony hnd as yet no0 cxi.'teflce, and when a nlewly-
arrived British officer pleaded an apology for Eng-
]and, hec-iuse of bier death-Ntruggle with Bonaparte,
it was deemed unsatisfactory.

Maf.jor MIeredith, halrsoldier, haif yeoman, iq boldly
drawn, and the story of his home-lufe is quietly but
faithfülly represeriîed. His sweet daughiter, the hie-
raine, or one of the heroisýes. for we must caîl Mar-
jone Mý\cLeod one also, if ofliy for her love of heroes
from Fingal to l3rock ; Captain Meredith, the type
of ail that is honourable and admirable in the British
officer, save his *G.-llio-ike indifference ta spiritda-
lity ; Ernest H-eathcote, the pale-faced, but inot cra-
yen sebool-niaster, and even the old negress ivith bier
quaint minglement af philoiophy and religion, are

ainel livinc anl1 recognisabie presentments of the

flesh and blood common t0 us all. The said episode
between the frivolous Lieutenant and poor Rachel
is natural, and fortunately ends, as such an episode
does flot alwvays end, in the discomflture of výice.
Finafly, ive have the noble figure of Colonel Mc-
Lcod.-the sirange apparition of Colonel Talbot, the
laird of the western settlements-and marc stately
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