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steady in price all the year, scarcely differing 5 per
cent. in value. It is considered to be remunerative
te the packer and exporter, as well as impoiter here ;
and the manufucture of it is now so well understoos
there, and has so gained confidence here, that there
is no doubt of this article (cqually with laid) hecom-
inz astaple article of commerce. Under a2ls. duly
a trade in butter will not be cultivated ; the fluctua-
tions in this market, and the tisk of it becoming
greater, operates against it, but we are likely to have
some extent in hutler shipped as grease from the
States, and an effort may be made to cultivate a
butter trade from Canada. But there i< a prejudice
against i1, and it is not likely cither to be extensive
or profitable.  There is véry little doubt about the
trade in cheese becoming extensive and permanent.
Some of the impoits have heen equal in quality to
any made in Eagland, and the ready sale this article
has met with nearly zll through the year, with the
good prices lately obtained for ity say as high as GOs.
per cwt., will tend to encourage the tiade init. A
better knowledge of packing the cheese for ihe
English market, so as to prevent loss in cutting ont,
is the principle thing wanted, and that will no coubt
be gained in time. The imporis of these articles
this year has been, 14,831 tierces, 3,437 barrels, of
beef; 7,713 barrels of pork ; 10,471 harrels, 49,452
kegs, of lard ; 5,322 casks, 43,702 baxes of Cheese.
And the stocks now on hand are light of beef, poik,
and cheese, but heavy of lard. '

The import of foreign live stock into the kingdom
increases steadily, principally fiom Holland, but we
have no imports into this porty nor have gny of the
caftle been sent otherwise to this maket. Cons.der-
ing itis now neariy four years since the passing of
the tariff, litlle progress bas been made in this trade,
but a greater extent of business may be expected, as
prices are sufficiently high to encouraze it, and they
are now ia Hoiland prepating both cattle aud sheep
expressly,and well suited for the English markets.
The foreign imports so far have not had the cffect
of preventing prices advancing in this country, as
the consumplion of flesh-meat has increased in the
last three years incalculably beyond those iaports;
even in this market alone this year the quartity of
stock sold more than in 1843, amounts o nearly as
much as the whole of the year’s import into the
kingdomn, which, in round numbers, may be put
down at 13,000 beasts, 9,000 sheep and 706 pigs,
nearly all of which have been disposed of in the
sonth-east and west of Eagland, which markets aie
likely to be those aestined for foreign stock; thus
leaving the noithern English markels for the bulk
of Irish and Scotch produce, from whence to this
market this year the supply has heen abundant,
being 70,180 beasts und 330,307 sheep and lambs,
against 66,860 beasts and 280,474 sheep and lambs,
in 1344, and 61,042 beasts and 265,055 sheep aud
lambs, in 1843. The quality of the stock hasina
general way ploved good, but the epidamic has
shown itsell more or less throughont the year. OF
the excess of stack, the cattle have come from Ire-
Jand, but the sheep from Scotland. The busjucss
thioughout the year has been steady,and faiily satis-
factory, changing in conformity with the seasens,
and prices flacivating also in accordance there-
with, maintaining throughout about the averaze per
cemage of value over the previous year, which may
be stated at trom 5 to 7 per cent., leaving the top
price of cattie at Gd., amd sheep Td., against 53d. for
caltle, and 63d. for sheep, on the corresponding
market of 1834, There was a great falling off in
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the store catfle business befween Ireland and the
south of Ensland, at the close of the last and com-
mencement of the present vear, owing to the drought
of 1844, anil scarcity of keep duting the winter and
spring months in those distiicls.  Respecting the
supplies of fat stock for the coming spming, we do
not look for scarcily, as there is plenty of keepboth
in England and Scotland ; at the same time we
doubt not the consumplion will keep pace with the
production, and thereby cause the presentfull value
of all descriptions of stock to he maintained, if rot
increased, as the spring advances.

The sopply ofy and demand for, pigs throughout
the present year has heen exceedingly good, a’nd
prices so steadv, that (like caltle) they Lave flic-
tuated only with the season, amd that without any
great or even the usnal depression in the hottest or
worst curing pail of the year. During the last two
years they have increased more in value than any
ather description of meat, being now 15s. per cwt.
higher than at the close of 1843, the aggregate
advance being 8s. per cwt., last, and 7s. per cwt.
on the current year.  We have not thie same confi-
dence in pigs maintaining their value as we have of
cattie, as the advance in them has been great in pro-
portion, and at the present high prices curers will be
reluctant at going heavily into stock; the supply

-will, therefore, in a great measure regulate the

prices,  Hitherto this season it has been laige; but
hew it will cantinne cannot be ascertained, as in Ire-
Juad it is different ia different parts of the country,
according as the potate gatheiing has proved -good,
or defeciivey or atherivise.

The stock of.butter at this time last year amounted
only o abont 8,000 tirkinsy which was, gradually
worked dewn to 2 meie nothipg by Yae end of
Maich, the price in the meanlime 1emaining mn-
altered, ranging at abont 985ato. 93s., so that last
season ended well.  New.Hulter came forward
sparinaly, and there being no gond old to interfere
with it, it solid us readily as brou:i ‘orward, com-
mencing ahout 1310s. for fine Wateilord: but shortly
1eceding 1o about 109s. which might be considered
the opening price for the season.  Up (o June there
was very little alteration 3 supplies then began to
azcwmnulate a little, and areductionof 14s.to 16s.
ner cwt. took place ina fortnight, making our high-
est quotations ahout 84s.; and which has proved the
lowest point ol the scason. From June nniil Sep-
tember the trade was extensive and steady, with very
little accumulation of stock; the markets now
hegan to rally, znd ever since prices_in-the “lrish
markets have been unemly as high as with us.
With free buying there, the shippeis looking for-
wand rather 1o advantage in holding stock ‘than
regulating their purchases, so as to realize a legit:-
wate trade profit on the transaction. of the day.
This cowrse proved fo:tunate at the fall of last year,
which perhaps led to the same measure this season,
but witk: guite a different result; although fora few
weeks it assumed the desired position, prices run-
ning up to 98s., hut changedagain early in Novem-
ber, since which they have gmadually given way
about §s. per cwt., the sfock arcnmulating, and now
amanal ng (o upwares of 20,000 firkins. The wmake
of English butier this year has been very consider-
ably greater than Iast, kut has intetfered very litile
with the sale of lnish, no doubt owiaz to the
sesater consumptan gererally thiough the country.
The impoit this vear haring been cqual to 372,611 -
firkins, against 364,680 fukins in 1844, and 359,916
firking in 1833, Lard has been very saleable all



