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FOR TIE TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

On the importance, or advantages of teaching Children and
Youth generally, in all our Public and Private Schools, to
sing Moral and Religious Music. By G. W. Lucas.

Moral and Religious music should be taught in every public
and private School. This would soon place our Christian psalinody
beyond the reach of those influences, wlnch now m many places
render it 8o irrcgular in its charcter, and often a source of bitter
contention and fecling between members of the same church.
Christian reader, this should not be attributed to the nature and
legitimate cffects of music. Not only such deplorable ewils as
theso may rcsult from the various vicws, tastes and feclings
which may be entertained by the differcnt members of the samne
church, 80 lang as they have not been trained to smg and think
uliko on this subjeet ; but it should b plain to the good sensc of
cvery one, that no congregation which depends entircly on a few
sclect singers for their church music, can have good and regular
singing Jong at a time. Every sctting sua changes the conditions
and circumstances of men, and therefore, unless we arc constantly
fitting and adding ncw members to a choir, 1t will soon go down,
and with it the singing. And what clse should we expeet, where
nonc hut adult singers aro ins. .. ted in o linuted sct of tunes for
public scrvice ? Soon, these disappear from the singers’ scats,
and with them, as I have alrcady said, the inusic.

Now then, how shall these difficultics be remedicd, and our
church music become what it should be, not only as good at onc
time as another, out the personal property of every member in the
congregation—the sweet and pcrsonnrservicc of every worshipper,
young or old? Tho answer is plain.

Let our children and youth generally bo taught to sing as the
are to rcad and write, and the resuit is obvious. Let this be fo{
lowed up as a principle of cducation, and as a matter of course,
people would as gencrally become good singers, as_they are now
good readers.  In this statc of things, our church music, Iith
choir and congregational, would soon become full and delightful.
Nor would this nceessarily confinc a congregation to a few old
tunes ; on the other hand, ncw tuncs could %(!: much more fre.
quently and casily introduced than they now are when the sing-
ing is principally confined to the choir, or a small part of the con.
g:cgauon. ‘I'he cultivated car, lmvinF been trained to distinguish

tween muucal sounds from youth, would rcadily catch the
style and expitssion of any new tunc.,

Besides, meetings for the improvement of music would be bet.
ter attended, cspecially by the ‘middle aged und more advanced
m hfe.  Singing would then become as common in family wor-
ship as the reading of the Bible now is.  And how delightful this
would be to tho feclings of cvery pious father! ‘Therc would not
then be any disagreement in a congregation, ansing from a dwer.
sity of opiniens in reference to the character and fitness of tunes,
for the natural result of @ general attention to the subject would
be o unity of taste and foc?inti; in the sclection of tuncs.

Such, then, are some of the advantages which sacred music
would, in a very few years, derive from cultivating it among our
children and youth generally—good and regular singing in all
our churches—in the prayer mecting—at the family altar—uni.
formity of taste und harmony of fecling on the subject among the
members of the same church and congregation, and good order
nnd attention in all cur mectings for msical improvement.

‘I'he cultivation of a suitable kind of vocal music in our schools

-cnerally, would produce great and iinportant moral and physical
cticets.

‘That is the best aystom of education which recognizes human
nature as it g, and npil\ropri:uoiy adapts its various principles to
the several periods in human hie, especially that in wlich the
facultics of the mind bud and blossom, in such a way as to de.
velope and strengthen every prineple of the man, both menial
and phiysieal.

At the meridian of life, man has become fixed in habits. Like
the sunnacr §i*ld, he now exhibds the rich fruits of early culture,
or the noxons weeds of vernal negleet. With himn the scason of
spring is past—the dehcious blossoms of youth long since with.

sympathetical, he lives a blessing to his fanuly and the world , or
vacant and stupid, a sad monument of moral and mental neglect.

Not so with the child. He is hke the spring garden ready fm
the seed, and you may now fill it with all that is lovely zmd’ de-
lightful to behold ; for sn accordance with the laws of nature,
pi’nnt what you may, it will produce its kind. The mind of a
child, may “be fifled with whatever you please, but like
the spotfess snow, when once stained, 1 _can only he
purificd by rcsolving into its native clement. O like the sun.
glass, it may become the focus of the wide spreading beams of
intcllectual light, und then again, hke tho convex mirror, reflect
them for the ﬁuppincss of ull around.

Children paturally desire, und should have some kind of whole-
some reereation.  Until matared by time and occupicd with set.
tled attuinments, their thoughts wiﬂ pursue whatever comes In
their way. Their thoughts atc uctive, and wilt constantly seck
objects of amusement.  And let it not be forgotten by any pa-
rent, that the impressions which their minds reccive from those
abjeets of pleasure, arc as deep and perinancnt as any other.

The love of varicty and amusement 13 a predommmuant part of
their nature, and if they cannot find them in objects of taste and
innocencey, they will in what is vile and criminal. This gamo
natural propensity, which Jeads the favoured children of some to
the cnjoyment of refined and innocent means of amuscment, »
as active and powerful among those who stroll amid scenes of
profamty und wickedness for the same purpose. As the child
socs out in pursuit of amuscment, he should be presented with
such aitractions as would immediately engage lus attention and
direct his thoughts to moral and suitable objects.

Now, nothing can be better calculated for this purpose than
moral and rcligious music. Pure and cclestial, it refines their
scnsibilities, and inspices them with every thing that 18 good, no.
ble and benevolent.  Attractive and expressive of pure and moral
sentiments, it wins in the most pleasing manner the attention,
and impresses the mind with a decp and permanent reverence for
rchgious and sacred things. Free from all canses of dispute,
strife and cenvy, so common in other sources of amusement, it
leaves the heart undisturbed by rancorous feclings and corroding
revenge, and promotes a kind and fnendly intercourse, important
both to the happiness of our clildren, and the peace of socwety.
As a most plessing and mnocent amusement then, an opportunity
for lcarning a suitable kind of vocal music should be placed within
the reach of cvery child and youth—in cvery school, whether
private or public.

Parents should remember, also, that the excrcise of the lungs
in singing, is onc of the best means of presesving and promoting
the health of their children, especially those who are miuch con.
fincd ut school und whose habits are scdentary and inacuve.
This subject has received the particular attention of the most
lcarncd men on both sides of the Atlantic, as well as the cxperi.
ments of many skilful tcachers of children, and they all agree m
the fact that the excreise of singing strengthens the langs, and
prescrves them from discascs of a pulmonary kind. But there is
another and still more important reason for the cultivation of mo-
ral and reliious music among cinldren and youth. I mecan its
strong moral and rchgious influence.  The fact that some who
iiave cultivated sacred music from their carlicst ycars arc sl
inmmoral mnen, 18 no proof agumst its divine influence.  Without
it they may have been much worse.  There are degrees in vice
as well as n virtue,

If in munhood we carefully analyzc all those httle thoughts
and propensities which seem to lic so far back in the recesses of
the heart, as tobe incapable of influcncing our present sentiments
aud actions, we shall find them, not only the impressions of our
carhicst days, but much to our surprise, the most active principles
in our characters, both moml and civil.  In view of this interest.
ing fact, we scc the great importance of teaching our children to
chant the sweet strams of Suacred Song when we consider their
peculiar adaptation to the youthful mind und uffections. Inyouth,
thenindis open andsusceptible, because itisdree from most of those
errors and mfluences which so frequently nuslead our conduct and
opimons in after kfe.  ‘This 13 the tune to engage it the pursuit
of alf that is noble and virtaous, aud stere it with moral and reli.



