
A1 Dialogue oit Slavcry.

B. Most certamnly ; but how Nverc Jcws
rcquired to-act in reference to eacli other?-
Was a Jewv fot permiitted to malie a slave of
anc af hic' own religrion?

A. Wjthout las oivu cx.)tresscd conscnt,wvhen
an awvl was thrust throughi his car, no Jcev
rnighit bc made a bondsinan. The Lord wvns
pleased to gtve an expuress prohibition to, the
nation of enslavmg( any or thecir bretlrcn).-
That my friend may di.-tinctly understand the
nature of the lav"onl this point, I shaîl quote
the followving %vordb from the boo; ao' Leviti-
cus. ccAnd ir thy brother that dwvellcth by
tliee be waxen poor, and lic be sold unto thicc,
lhou shahi not coinpel hint Io se.rve as a bond
scrvant, but as a hwced servant, and as a so-

journer shtallic lbc îvwi. h tcc, and shail serve
thee unto the year ofjubilc, and !lhen shail de-
part froin thice, hie and lbis children wvith imi,
and shall return tinto his owvn family, and titto,
the possession of' his father's shal hie return,
f or thcy arc îuî, servants whltichi 1 brouglit fortik
O-ut of the lanzd of .Egz,'pf, I)ui,7 shi not lic sold
as bondsincn, ltou simit not ride ovei' Itiui WitlL

-rig our. My friend %vill o>bserve, that tic rea-
son here griven, defines thie application of the
]awv. This reason is the redcmption of Israel
from Egy pt,-and wvho does not kinow tliat this
-%vrk wvas only the shandov or a greater %vorh-
wvhichi God accomplishied ior a1Il nations ? AW~
ir the lesser %vork could be nade the basis or a
local prohibition against slavcr3, so0 mnst the
greater wvorl bc of a prohibition co cxtcn!si%
with the world itselr. llad no reason been «i-
vén for this prohîbitory lawv, there inight have
been somne doubts %whcthier it wvas to be enjoin-
cd on christian nations, but whien a renson for
it is discovered iii thc redemiption by Christ,-
onc maorc stringent than that vhich imposed it
Upon the Jews, the lawv must be ack-nowledg(,ed
inaits fullest import, as binding on ail people.

13. But oughit nations to enforce this la%?
A. tJndonibtedly,-it is as niuch binéling

upori thera as upon iuidividuals. Each individ-
ual is bound to observe it, and the co'rporatc
body, in their legis.a.tive and judicial capacity,

are bound Jikewvise. From this they cannot
free themselves %vithout lying open ta tfie
charge of national infidelity.

B. I reinemnber a fewv passages of Holy
Writ, which 1 think, niay w~ell bc ivrittentunder
that, beautifiil testîmony wvhich my friend has
adduced against modern slavery, the prohibi-
tion to the lewvs af ensleving their bretliren,
because the Lord had broughit them out of
Egyoin. 94Thoni shaît flot defraud thy neigh-
bon r, neither rob hlm, thie wvagesof him ilhat is
hired shall îot abîde wvîth thee ail nigrht until
the mnoriiîîng' 1Woe unto him tlîat buildcth
bis hanse by unrighteousness, and his chiambers
by wron,-4h)at useth bis neighibour's service
without wvagcs, and grivetth him flot for hie
%vor1e.* 41Thou shait love thy neiglibour as
thyself."' Compared %vith Lukie x, 29-87.-
These texts, and otlhers that rnîghit be given,
demonstrate, that slavery, by whatever nation
it inaLy be practised, is a violation of the reveal-
cd wvîll ai God. Thiere is stitl anc particutar'
on wvhich 1 desire the opinion ai niy friend-
May a nation îiot gradually aboii slavery 1

A. No. God bath spolien in his wvord, and
thle obediencc thereto onghit ta be prompt and
immediate. Prudent uneastires oughîit assured-
iy ta bc taken, but the abolition act oug(ht flot
ta be delayed. AIl histary bears testimony ta
the truth, that righteousacas exaltz a nution,
but sin is a repronch to any people. And let
those who wvould fallow a temiparizing expedi-
ency, be wvarned by the fate of Phiaroah. Al
the arguments they bring forward la favour af
kecpîng)r in bandlagec tlieir brethrenthe Africans,
could have cqually been urgred by him la favour
ai kicepingr the Israehites in boadage,-he coula,
have spokea ai the rulde violence donc ta pri-
vate righits,-of the disruption wvhich their -
beratian %vould nanke la the centre ai- lis kin g-
dom,-he could have saici, also, that lie wvas
flot thc author ar siavcry ; but ail this availed.
hlm nat, and heathen thotugh lie ivas, ho stands
out a fcarfult examapie ta ruiers, ai reftising abe-
dicuice to the cornrmandme-nts ai God.


