
CONS5TITUTION~

1ectIons for charitable and Chriatimn abjects, as cir-
ýcumstances may require.

Awr. le. That the whole administration of the

ýaffaira of the congregation, @hull be subject ta the
' inspec.tian of the Presbytery of the bounds, who

are hereby constituted the sale arbiters in &Il dis-

Î, Putes thRt may arise in the said admiinistrationî,

Iwith power ta decîde according to the provititun%5
j of this constitution, or according ta the lawsa and

'~usages of the church, ini ail mattera nut liecin pro.
jvided far.

;î Aau. 17. AI] meetings shaha b epncd and clos-
jead with prayer.

-j ART-. 18. lu evidence of Our obligation ta ob-
serve the provisions of this constitu tion, this copy
subacribed by us at a meeting of the electorsj iuly convened, is laid this day on the table of tlxe
Presbytery, and cammitted ta their keepirîg.

Signed by the Preses in the namne of the meeting.
APPESDIX.

S AR. 5. A. Manner ofappointing the Iliister.-
Cansidering the diffièrence of opinion wluich exists

4in the matterof the appui ntment ofthe minister, thei
Presbytery of Kingston, iii frauiing the draft con-
stitution, have deemed il. best to ha dirc:cd by

Sthat course which, in s0 far as it can bc traced,
appears ta have the sanction and authority of the
law of the church of Scotland upen the subject.

Tbey submit this article, howcver, for the pur-
Spose of bringing before the eye those ieading and

« Sentisl things, which the spirit and genitis of theî
jconstitution of the churcli of Scotlaîîd scomn tc
'' have had in view, in the formation of the pastora
Arelation, (counteracted and modilled as they may

hlave been in practice by those anomalies 'whici
the law of patronage occasioned) rather tlan a~

I sontairiing that exact course, whIose îunnodifie
~4adoption thePresbytery of Kingstun are preparci

ilecidedly ta zccommend.
S I tmuet be conièzzi that the practice cf thî

-c hurch cf Scotland in the constitution of the pas
trlrelation bas varied ut diffirent periods of tht

Schurch's history. It ie flot, perhaps, so clearly
a nd exactly deflned as ta serve us entirely in mcdIdelling the constitution af ourchurch in Canada.

Thse follawing elements, however, xnay, it i
thought, bit gathered as being within the desigi
and spirit, and even the letter cf the constittitioJ

\~of the church cf Scotland, as respects the pastoa
Srelation. I. Agreat desire that Preebyteries shoulj exercice the muet faithful, diligent and tender super

intendence over the intereste af congregations, i
V filling upyleanciee. Por this purpasethe churci
' bus vested Prcebyteriea net aniy with direct powcr

in thse matter of trials and pastoral qualification~

0F ClccilE. iài

but by tho grcat pains takien il, enjoining thicin ta
preacli ta, and consult and advieo witlî vacant con-

gregatiens, and te, study tlîeir wialie in sending
thiii such preacliers au they desire-it seemes
pîlantî thiat it was tha design of tIse churchij thut
Prcsbytorics shiould not only keep in view the gen.
oral qualifications for the nîinisterial office, but

tute utersolial fitîîcss andl acce1,tableness of tihe pro-
setecoin rele:cice ta the particulcir chiarge.

2. A distiniction of rigides in tic mattcr o? cc.
ion, among tise diffierent, classes cempesing tise

coingregation. For exanmple, tise act of Asseinbly
16 19J, dcvolvcs lîuch of the business oapon the
elders-sîcli as, the duaty of looking eut for a fit

person, commniicatiiig wvitlithe Presbytery respec.
ting, him, and even sclecting the persan and propo.
sin.g hirn ta tie con rregatioii. In regard, agaîn,
te a distinction being recognizcd betvccn menîbers
of the claurcli and marc geucrul licarers, the
best evidence of this is, that accordiug te the ex.
isting law of the clîurch, thç. class of persens ta
whom the veto againstthiepatrons' clîeiceisegiven,

tis defined ta bc malIe heads of families beîng coin-
municanrts.

8. But consistently with titis distinction, it ap-
pears frein tise great anxiety, and frorn various
regulations af tie clurch, tliet the circuinstances
sud %wishos o? the congregation in general sliould
ha studied. It wvoîld appear that althîougfli the
cliurch decmed iL scriptural and wisc ta preserve

Isuch a distinction betwveen those who are strictly
members o? tic circh and those wvho are not,
as might serve as a chseck against danger in

Itime o? need, site trusted te its varieus re-
gulations, anid particiilarly te tise tender and

iminute superinteîdes... of Preshyteries in tise

s matter, operating as a preventive sgaînst any in-
dvitious exercise o? the abstract right, or any col-

8 Iision betwecn one class of the congregatiori nd
anather.

a lIn this matter of the appeintinent of the minis-
ter-kecpingr in vicw the followingr circuinstances

a _tîat se far ?rom the constitution o? the church
o? Scotiand beingc preciscly dcfined, or unchange-
ably settled upon this subýect, the clîtrcli bus been
for sarie time pat struggling ta get rid of some of

s the cifects of patronage; tliat the late judgment
ni of the civil court in tho case of Achterarder, bas
ni giveis sud> an effect to patronage, as to cudanger
.1 that spiritual, independence of our churcli, in main-
d taining which aur forefathers counted net their
- fives dear unto theni ; and that in moclelhing the
n constitution of aur churcis in Canada, we arc dis.
Il encumbered of patronage. Sa that ini titis and in
a otlher respects, the constitutian of the churcis cf
s, Scotland cannot in its vcry letter bc npplied ta the


