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beeiî the first to pass-a region of
prairies, watere(l by great rivers
and lakes,_ above wvhose western
limiits towver the lofty, picturesque
ranges of the Rockies. Next camec
into Confederation the province of
l3ritishi Columbia, Mich extends
irom the Rockics to the waters of
the Pacifie Ocean-a country with
a genial cliniate, wvit1i rapid rivers

teigwithi fisli, with trcasures of

onyrivalled bv Californiia. A new
province wvaS iornic(I ii the North-
%vest, watered by the Red and the
Assiniboine Rivers,' and territorial
districts, as large as Europcan
states, arranged for purposes of
goovernimenit out of the vast region
tlhat now, withi the sanction of the
Imperial autiiorities, hias bcen
broughit under the jurisdiction of
the governinent of Canada.

Within a period of thirty ycars
Canada lias stretchied from the At-
lantic to tlic Pacific, and the terri-
tory now under lier control is vers-
littie inferior in extent to that of flue
great Republic to the south, and
contains wvithin itself ail the cie-
mneits of a prosperous future. lIt
is, unhappily, truc tlîat this resuit
was flot achicvcd until blood had
beeni shed and mucli noney expcnd-
ed in crushing the rcbcllious haif-
breeds led by the reclcless Riel; but,
apart from tlîis sad feature of Cana-
diaiî history, this important acqui-
sition of territory, the first step in
the formation of an empire in the
west, bias been attaincd under cir-
cumistances lîiglîly advantageous to
flic Dominion.

Canada now possesses an uni-
mense territorv of varied resources
-the mnaritimie provinces withi their
coal. fish and slîipping, together
w'itli a valuall, if linîited. agricul-
tural -area. lîot yct fullv developcd;
the large province of Ouiebec, witlî
ranges of mountainîs on whose
silopes, w~lien denuded of tlucir richi
timber, may graze thousands of
cattie and sheep, wvith valuable

triacts of iîieadov lanîds, capable of
i aising the best cereals, and alreadY
supporting some of the fincst cattie
of flic continent; the, rich province
of Ontario, wv1ich continues to be
the chief agricultural section of the
Dominion, an(1 whose cihies and
towvns are full of busy industries;
Uic vast Northwcst region still in
the very infancy of its devclopment,
destined to give the Confederation
several provinces outside of Mani-
toba, as large and productive as
Minnesota, and to be the principal
ývlieat-gDrowving- district of Canada;
and, finally, the gold-producing pro-
vince of lBritish Columbia, wvhose
mountains arc rich wvithi undevel-
oped treasures, and whosc mild cli-
mate invites a considerable indus-
trious population to cultivate its
slopes and plateaus, and collect the
riches of its river and decp-sea fislu-
cries. E ven that inhospitable Arc-
tic region of the far northwest of
Canada tlîrough which the Yukon
aiud its tributaries flow appears to be
rich withi untol(l treasures of ocold
and other minerals, and promises to
be a source of wvealth to a country
which is stili in the infancy of its
material developmcnt.

The population, which owns this
vast territory, is confined chicfiy at
present to the countries by the
Great Lakes, the St. Lawrence and
the Atlanîtic Oceani. A considerable
number of people have -%vithin a
few years flowed into the North-
west, wvherc the province of Mani-
toba is exhibiting ail the signs of a
prosperous agricultural country,
and its capital, Winnipeg, hias
grown Up in thje course of sixteen
years into a city of nearly 30,000
soulls. The population of the wv1oIc
Dominion nîay nowv be estimated at
about 5,:200.000 souls, and lias in-
creased fourfold since 1837. 0f
tbis population more than a million
and a quar-ter are the descendants
of 70O,000 or 65,oo0 people wlio w-ere
probably living in the 'French pro-

Doviiiy thr Vicluri(tib Ent.


