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Leen the first to pass—a region of
prairies, watered by great rivers
and lakes, above whose western
limits tower the lofty, picturesque
ranges of the Rockies. Next came
into Confederation the province of
British Columbia, which cxtends
from the Rockies to the waters of
the Pacific Ocean—a country with
a genial climate, with rapid rivers
tecming with fish, with treasures of
coal and gold, with sublime scenery
only rivalled by California. A new
province was formed in the North-
west, watered by the Red and the
Assiniboine Rivers, and territorial
districts, as large as FEuropean
states, arranged for purposes of
government out of the vast region
that now, with the sanction of the
Imperial authorities, has been
brought under the jurisdiction of
the government of Canada.

Within a period of thirty years
Canada has stretched from the At-
lantic to the Pacific, and the terri-
tory now under her control is very
little inferior in extent to that of the
great Republic to the south, and
contains within itself all the ecle-
ments of a prosperous future. It
is, unhappily, true that this result
was not achieved until blood had
been shed and much money expend-
2d in crushing the rebellious hali-
breeds led by the reckless Riel; but,
apart from this sad feature of Cana-
dian history, this important acqui-
sition of territory, the first step in
the formation of an empire in the
west, has been attained under cir-
cumstances highly advantageous to
the Dominion.

Canada now possesses an im-
mense territory of varied resources
—the maritime provinces with their
coal. fish and shipping, together
with a valuable, if limited. agricul-
tural area. not yet fully developed;
the large province of Quehec, with
ranges of mountains on whose
slopes, when denuded of their rich
timber, may graze thousands of
cattle and sheep, with valuable

tracts of meadow lands, capable of
1aising the best cereals, and already
supporting some of the finest cattle
of the continent; the rich province
of Ontario, which continues to be
the chief agricultural section of the
Dominion, and whose cities and
towns are full of busy industries;
the vast Northwest region still in
the very infancy of its development,
destined to give the Confederation
several provinces outside of Mani-
toba, as large and productive as
Minnesota, and to be the principal
wheat-growing district of Canada;
and, finally, the gold-producing pro-
vince of British Columbia, whose
mountains are rich with undevel-
oped treasures, and whose mild cli-
mate invites a considerable indus-
trious population to cultivate its
slopes and plateaus, and collect the
riches of its river and deep-sea fish-
eries. Even that inhospitable Arc-
tic region of the far northwest of
Canada through which the Yukon
and its tributaries flow appears to be
rich with untold treasures of gold
and other minerals, and promises to
be a source of wealth to a country
which is still in the infancy of its
material development.

The population, which owns this
vast territory, is confined chiefly at
present to the countries by the
Great Lakes, the St. Lawrence and
the Atlantic Ocean. A considerable
number of people have within a
few years flowed into the North-
west, where the province of Mani-
toba is exhibiting all the signs of a
prosperous agricultural country,
and its capital, Winnipeg, has
grown up in the course of sixteen
years into a city of nearly 30,000
souls. 'The population of the whole
Dominion may now he estimated at
about 5,200.000 souls, and has in-
creased fourfold since 1837. Of
this population more than a million
and a quarter are the descendants
of 70,000 or 65,000 people who were
prohably living in the French pro-



