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.ý' LE Book of Ruth ia suppoaed te have been
_1,written by Samuel during the, reig of

David. It afforda a beautiful glirra» of. i dormes.
tic hife, shewing that true religion wae flot extinct
eveu n uthe. darkest daye of the lbaelitiali apostacy.
A more chirming picture of genuine piety, and
fil e feeling -t je impossiblia to con ceive. Itisepro-
bable tuat Ruth lived in the tirne of Gideon. Tii.
local intereat of the narrative centres ine Bethlehem,
six miles aonth faons Jerusalem, originally called
Ephrath, Gem. 35:; 19-where Rachel died; of
which David was a native, and where Jeans Christ
wus boru, aee blicul 5 - 2. ln tiais quiet neigh.
bourhood lived Elirneleel. with hie wifé Niacrai and
their two aons, Muahlon and Chilian. À famine
having occurred, tihe family necame ernbirriaad,
bad to mortgage their property, ch, 4 : 3, 4, and
moved awîy loto the ]and of Mloîb on the. eastern
aide ai Jardan, where food and eanpaayment could
b. more easily obtained. Tii.y bad mot been long
there wiien Elinielech, died snd Niorni wis left a
widow. The. two sons married Moabitieli wonsen,
called Orpah and Ruth. At thse end af teu years
botlî ditd and the three widows were plunged inta
the deepest desressanmd sorraw. What tihould
ttiey do 1 Leîrraing that the. famine lad ceastd un
litr native country, Nunmi rtslvee to return ta
Blethleheinr the hope af finding friends tiiere to
ayasajiathize Nvith lier. She loved lier daugliters-in.
law dearly. [a order ta test the sincerity cii their
love ta lier, as well ai to free herseif fron thse res-
ponastbiLty of tise consequences should tlîey go
with iîer ta sure lier poverty, bh. argues the. lit-
ter witii them. With toucbiing pathos ah. refera
ta their kindreess ta lier saois, their hu.%bauds, while
t.hey were alive, and to the mutuel affection that
bad existed betwixt herseif and them. She then
urged upion them ta go back ta their fionda who
avereweli off aud would provide aanply for thein.
Orpali aent back, but notliiug wouid iuducai Ruth
ta leave Nacai. Orpah, ILke the. young mia in
the parable, Mett. 19 : 22, wae not prepîred\o
rasako such a sacrifice. Ruth's devation, on t
otlier bamnd, wms just such as Chriit dernan 19 frein
ail1 his fiathaful f ollowers, Ilatt. 10 : 37 ; 19 : 29.
V. 19. The news oi Nanm's retura scon seprea.I
alI inany af lier aid friends clustered raun-1lieor,
but, sa changed by gritfi1 they scarcely kniew ber.
Vs. 20, 21. 0f thiser own accord ae and lier lius
L~ad lad gone away, but God by bia jasdgrnents

liibrotughît lier back. V. 22. Accordicg to Ilc.
bravw law it was the privileg) ai the poor and Ù13
tixauger ta folls1w the reapers and gather alp the

gleaiaîngs. U.V. 19 . 9 ; 23:. 22. 1%hnhI aas poi
dentiblly led ta the lîarvest fiAd of Ba, a ricli
Tob'înan, iwlio afterwards marrieil lier, su alîe be
caine the ancestar af the royal bouse of D.aviJ, ch.
4: 22: Matt. 1 : 5, 6, which gave Jesisi ta the
world. Naoîni acted avisely iu leaving iololatrous
laloab, and Rultin chaosing lier excellent cmmpatay.
Thss siff foilow Christ wdl in th, ensd b. thse
gainera, John 10 : 21, 28.

1 S A m irF. i : 21- 28.

(lobloin Z*&t, i Samiml, I : 28.

MXHE greater part of 1 Samuzel zuîy have been
written by the. eminent man whose name it

bears, but the. evidence is nlot concluuive. In it
we find the history of the ebildren of Ierael froue
the. turne of Samnuel'@ birth tili the death of Saul.
At thia turne Eli waa both high-priest and judge ine
larael, ch. 1 : 9; 4:-.18. He lived at Siloh, ta~
king cire of the. tabernacle, assisteil by hi& twoa
Bonis Hophni and Phinehis. At Rama/&, a few
miles to the. aouth. west, there iived a pions couple,
Elkanah and Hanneàh. Tii.min waewealthyand
liberil. Hie was regular in the duties of religion,
and a kind huaband, but he was a polygimist and
that brought trouble into the fanaily. Hannah is
lier. preaented as the picture of a godly mother-
a rare exception of piety in a degenerato and cor.
rapt age. 8h. greatly desired ta be the mother of
one who should becorne a b!essing to the. nation by
bringing thein bîck te the servic-e of God. V. 21.
Lt wai flot imperative for women to attend the.
solemu féasty, Exo. 23: 17, but t14is whole family
seeni ta have been, in the habit of goirig. Nor is it
plain whichi of the three feute ie meent, if~ indeed
msore than one was then ini existence. lis row.-
In order to mako Hannalh's vow ohuigatory it wue
necassary thât lier hueband should tolemnly ex.
prese; cmncurrence in it. V. 23. Tiie politenesa
of Elkinah and the ready deference paid to hie
wife's wisbes9 ii thie matter are simply edmirable.
V. 2 4. Whvem toeaned-about thiee years old.
Tltrte bifflocks-one tir each yeîr of his life-were
provided-a czastly saicrifice. An. ephals-abont
eiglit gillontr. Bottle of winc-a skia of wine:.
bAtîles ina those dîys consisted of goît-skins flayeci
frone the. bodies of th. animais, uncut except at
the legs and neck which were tied with a cord.
The kouse of thse Lord in. Shilois-i. s. the Taber.
nacle ivhicli had remained everaince Joshua's timre
at Shiloh, seventeen miles north frona Jerusalena,
and which continuei to be the religioue centre and
capital of the. nation until the close of Eli's adrni.
nistration wiien it fr11 into decay on account of
the ark being carried off by the Philistines, chi. 4.
3.11. Vs. 26, 27. Standing in the very spot
wliere se lad prayed and vow.'d, years befare, va.
10.12, Ilannali n3w bringg the clîild to Eti âud
solemiy aserts that 8h.e stiie same person svith
whoin lie liad conversed at thît time. Though he
rnay hive forgrotten nil about it blie lise not forgot-
ten hie Ivanie nar lier own vow. li she did not
leave S.Lmue1 at Shiloh just tIen, it waes not long
before hc was fJnnd1 ministering to the. Lord tiiere,
ch. 2:- 18, 19. After the. death of Eli, Sanmuel
aa ho ineans af inducing the people ta forsake

itiolatry and return te the worshilp of Jehovah,
ch. 7 : 3, 4. Chi!dren cau neyer do enougli for
tiseir parents:- they mny nsver know liow mucli of
their surcess and hanpiueQs je in answer to a pions
rnother'e prayer. They siioald be brought under
thq influence of reiicus teaching when very
Young.
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