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Auth and Naomi.

SEPTEMBER 9. Rutrir: 14.22.
Golden T'ext Ruth 1: 18.

 HE Book of Rath is supposed to have been
written by Samuel during the reign of
David. It affords a beautiful glin vee of domes.
tic life, shewing that true religion was not extinct
even in the darkest days ot the Israelitish apostacy.
A more charming picture of genuine piety, and
fine feeling it is 1mpossible to conceive. It is pro-
bable that Ruth lived in the time of Gideon, The
local interest of the narrative centresin Bethlehem,
six miles south fiom Jerusalem, originally called
Ephrath, Gen. 35: 19—where Rachel died; of
which David was a native, and where Jesus Christ
was born, see Micah 5: 2. In this quiet neigh-
bourhood lived Elimelech with his wife Naomi and
their two sons, Mahlon and Chilian. A famine
having occurred, the family vecame embarrassed,
bad to mortgage their property, ch, 4: 3, 4, and
moved away 1nto the Jand of Moab on the eastern
side of Jordan, where food and employment could
be more easily obtained. They had not been long
there when kilimelech died and Naomi was lefta
widow. The two sons married Moabitish women,
called Orpah and Ruth. At the end of ten years
both ditd and the three widows were plunged into
the deepest dwtress and sorrow. What should
tuey do¥  Learniog that the famine had ceased in
her native country, Naomi resolves to return to
Bethlehem in the hope of finding friends there to
sywpathize with her. She loved her daughters.in.
law dearly. In order to test the sincerity of their
love to her, as well a3 to free herself from the res-
ponsibility of the consequences should they go
with her to share her poverty, she argues the mat-
ter with them. With touching pathos she refers
to their kindness to her sons, their husbaunds, while
they were alive, and to the mutual affection that
bad existed betwixt herself and them. She then
urged upon them to go back to their friends who
were well off and would provide amply for them.
Orpah went back, but nothing would induce Rath
to leave Naomi. Orpah, like the young man in
the parable, Matt. 19 : 22, was not prepared Yo
make such & sacrifice. Ruth's devotion, on th
other hand, was just such as Christ deman Is from
all his faithful followers, Matt. 10: 37; 19: 29,
V. 19. The news of Naom's retura scon spreal
sid many of herold friends clustered rounit her,
but, so changed by gricf! they scarcely kuew her.
Vs.20, 21.  Of their own accord she and her hus.
bund had gone away, but God by his judgments
lad bronght her back, V.22, "According to Ife-
brew law 1t was the privileg: of the poor and tha
sitsuger to follow the reapers and gather up the
glesmngs, Lev. 19; 9; 233 22, Jimh was prosi-
dentially led to tho harvest fi:ld of Boaz, o rich
nobleman, who afterwards warried her, so she be
came the ancestor of the royal house of David, ch.
4:22: Matt. 1: 5, 6, which gave Jesus to the
world.  Naowi ncted wisely in leaving islolatrous
Moab, and Ruth in choosing her excellent company.
Those who follow Cbrist will in the end be the
guiners, John 10 : 21, 28.

A Praging Mother.

SEPTEMRER 14, 1 Samuen t: 21-28,

Goliden, Text, 1 Samuel 1 : 28,

HE greater part of 1 Samnuel may have been
written by the eminent man whose name i§

bears, but the evidence is not conclusive. In it
we find the history of the children of Israel from
the time of Samuel’s birth till the death of Saul.
At this time Eli was both high-priest and judge in
Israel, ch. 1: 9; 4: 18. He lived at Shiloh, t
king care of the taberuacle, assisted by his twa
sons Hophni and Phinebas. At Ramah, a fow
miles to the south- west, there iived a pious couple,
Elkansh and Hannah. The man was wealthy and
liberal. He was regular in the duties of religion,
and a kind husband, bu¢ he was a polygamist and
that brought trouble into the family. Hannah is
here presented as the picture of a godly mother—
a rare exception of piety in a degenerate and cor-
rupt age. She greatly desired to be the mother of
one who shoukgl become a blessing to the nation by
bringing them back to theservica of God. V.21,
It was not imperative for women to attend the
solemn feasts, Exo. 23: 17, but this whole family
seem to have been in the habitof going. Norisit
plain which of the three feasts is meant, if indeed
gore than one was then in existence. /Iis vow.—
In order to make Hannah's vow obligatory it was
necessary that Ler husband should solemnly ex-
presa goncurrence in it. V.23, The politeness
of Elkanah and the ready deference paid to his
wife’s wishes in this matter are simply admirable.
V. 24, When weaned—about thies years old.
Three bullocks—one for each year of his life—were
provided—a costly sacrifice. An ephah —about
eight gallons. Bottle of winc—a skin of wine:
bottles 1n those days consisted of goat-skins flayed
from the bodies of the animals, uncut except at
the legs and neck which were tied with a cord.
The house of the Lord in Shiloh—i. e. the Taber.
nacle which had remained eversince Joshua's time
at Shiloh, seventeen iles north from Jerusalem,
and which continued to be the religiouscentre and
capital of the nation until the close of Eli's admi.
nistration when it fcll into decay on account of
the ark being carried off by the Phulistines, ch. 4:
3.11. Vs. 26,27. Standing in the very spot
where she had prayed aud vowed, years before, vs.
10-12, Hanpah now brings the child to Eli and
solemnly asserty that ghe is the same person with
whomn he had conversed at that time. Though he
may have forgotten all about it she has not forgot-
ten his words nor her own vow. I she did not
leave Simuel at Shiloh just then, it was not long
before he was found mimistering to the Lord there,
ch. 2: 18, 19. After the death of Ili, Samuel
was .ho means of induciag the people to forsake
idolatry and return to the worship of Jehovah,
ch.7: 3, 4. Children can never do emough for
their parents: they may nsver know how much of
their success and hanpiness is in answer to a pious
mother’s prayer. They shonld be brought under
tha influence of religicus teaching when very
young.



