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HON. ION KEITH-FAIiCONER.*

: EAKING genorally, " not, many
mighty, not" many noble " are called

to ho active agents in the evangelization of'
the world; but thero are not a few con-
spicucus exceptions to tihe ruie, .1m101g
whom nmust bo classed the subject of tis
brief sketch. Hie belong-ed te an illustrious
family whose, linpago is traccd back te Sir
William Keith, creatod Earl-Marischal. cf
Scotlnnld by James II in the year 1458.
Sir Johni Keith, the, third son of the sixthi
Eari-Marischal, wvas Blevated, te thoc peerago
in I 677, as Baron Xeith of Inverurie and
Keithi Hall andi EARL Of KINToRE in con-
sideration cf bis services in preventing the
regalia cf Scotland fromn falling jute the
bands cf Cromwel-lie baving liad tiiese
exnblems concealed boneath the churcla of
Kinnef; and imniiately saiiing for France,
it was suppcsed that, lie had carricil tbeml
away w'ith iîn, in constquence cf whic h
ail furtber search wvas abandoned.

Ion was the third son cf the eighth Earl
and Kite- mtanc cf evorg od, forket
anf Kitoefrenane ofistinguisbd or it
for iany year.zý an eider in tlae Freo ChurcÉ
of Scotland, wbo passed te his rest in 1880
in the 53rd yoar of his age. Nursed in
the lap of luxury, Young Keith's eaî ly years
were uneventful, cbaracterized cbiefly by
" nnate love for truthfuiness and lais un-

varying thougbitfulness for others." At the
age of nine hoe studicd under a tuttor, and
spent a year w4th the f.amily in Naples and
neigybborhood. At thirteen bie was sent to
the famous gramnmai--bchool at Harrow, Eng-
land, and, tinally, to Cambridgo Universi-
ty. Bythis timo he bad grown tobho atal,
handsome youngr fellow, full of life and
chivalry. As a student ho wvas remarkable,
for application, and carried off a number of
prizes. Hie showed a speciai aptitude for
Ilebrew and, later, for Syriac and other
Semitic languages, which, naturally im-
parted a, taste for theology; and though.
lie neyer graduated in that course, ho -%as
nevertheless thorouglily furnisbied for doirig
the work of an evangelist, and during his
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residence in Cambridae devoted nauch of
bis spare time to missionary-.workc in tho
town and neighborhood. Aloug with sonie
of his friands hoe joined in the purchaso of
one of the thecatres in Cambridgo which
became ail active centre of evangelistic
work. Hie also inteaeqted bimselî' deeply
in a similar -work carried on iii the east enùd
of London by Mr. Cbarring-ton, and wlien
hoe came to have the contiol. of mnoncy ho
spent largo sums in behaîIf of both these
enterprîses, besides giving much persouai
service. From home missions, hoe soon canie
to tako an interest in foreign mission work
and it wvas not long beforo hoe made ul) lus
iiiid to devoto, bis life, bis talents, biis ail
to it. The reading of the life of Dr. Johnu

ilothe great Scotch missionary a«
Bombay, so graphically skctchedI by Di.
Georgo Smith, confirmed him in his choice.
and thé resolution once taken, hoe nover f,,r

amoment faltered as to carrying it out.
Whilo faithfully pursuing bis studie:, LUI

was ono of the sprigbitliest and miost (LUÙi-
panionablo of young mon-up to ail burt.,
of fun and froiic. 11e becamo an cinttu.
astic bicyclist and attained suchi proficiencv
in the management of the wheel that lie
was for somte years accounted the beýt býcý--
clist in England, and crowned hlis féafs in
thit lino by a journey from Land's Endl tu
John o' Groat's house-a distance of 994
miles which ho accomplishied in tbirteen
days. Another accomplishment, whichi ho
turned te, good account, was that of short-
hand-writing. Ho was passionately fond(
of it, and becamo very expert. But these
were merely lais recreations, and were neyer,
allowed to interfère with bis icork.

After spending some montbis at Leipzig
where ho made friends ;vith Dr. Delit7sch
and other colebratod Germnan schiolars, yolug
Keith paid a visit to Egypt with. a view to
familiarizing himself with the use of tlac mod-
ern Arabie language, but an att.ick of fever
made it necessary for bur to return spcedi-
ly to Europe. In 1884 ho ,vas married to
Miss Bevau of Hertfordshaire. Next year
ho seemed to hecar a cati iuvitin g him to
Aden, in Arabia, where the waters of the
Red Sea meet those of the Indian Ocean;

11 a place than whicl, there is probably
no more -atterly arid and dreary on the
whole surface of the habitable globe' i
Wheu the question was asked in -Tha


