THE PRESBYTERIAN.

the conscience to the claims of his Jaw, and
the whole life tothe interests of his govern-
ment,—all this is involved in the conver-
sion of a sinner to God; but in this is the
essence of religion, the turning point on
whioh hinges the real inwerests of man.

Now suchevents, however brouzht about,
by whatever instrumentality effected, can
never be lost to the recollection. Could
the disciples, who now for the first time met
the Saviour, forget the interview? Could
the woman of Samaria furget Jacob’s well ?
‘Could Paul forget what happened on the
‘way to Damascus, or in the house of the
street that was called Straight? This is
not likely. Nay, when we consider the
various means iostituted to awaken and
perpetuate the remembrance of such eveats,
we must pronounce it impossible to forget
them. There are, for instance, the Sabbath,
and the sanctuary, and the ordinances.
For what purpose ? Is it not to call to our
remembrance our acquaintance with the
Saviour, our relationship to him, what
he has done for us, and what is our duty
in consequence, viz., that we should * bring
men to Jesus,”—introduce them to him,
tkat they too may cultivate friendship with
him, and thus become prepared to be « for
ever with the Lord ?”

Now there are two propositions suggested
by the Scripture under consideration. First,
that true religion must ever be the result
of a personal acquaintance with Jesus
Christ, and a thorough conrviction of his
claims. Secondly, that all who themselves
enjoy this persona! acquaintance with Jesus
Christ will be concerned to bring othe.s to
the sume enjoyment. Mere is the narra-
tive : “John sto-d, and two ofhis disciples;
and looking upon Jesus as he walked, he
saith, Behold the Lamb of God! Aud the
two disciples heard himn speak, and they
followed Jesus. Then Jesus turned, and
saw them following, and saith unto them,
What seck ye ? They said unto him, Rabbi,
where dweliest thon? He said waoto them,
Come aund see. They came and saw where
he dwelt, and abode with him that day.
One of the two which keard John speak
was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He
first findeth his own bruther, Simon, and
saith unto hin, We have found the Messias
(which is, being interpreted, the Christ).
Aud be brought him to Jesus.”

Here we bave the two principles
noticed : Andrew first finds Jesus for hiw-
self, and then he sought out hisown brother
Simon, and “ he brought him to Jesus.”
Thus we have pointed out, first, what we
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owe to ourselves; and again, what is our

duty to the unconverted world, which is to
make known to them their dangerous con-.
dition, if they know not Ciirist; to proclaim

to them the remedy provided in the gospel,

to bring them to the Saviour.

But, in order to do this effectually, we
must ourselves be possessed of that which
we propose to others. We cannot impart
to others what we do not know ourselves;
nor have we any right to hope that God
will communieate hisblessing upon any effort
that proceeds not from a conviction of its
being a Christian duty urged upon us by
the claims of God.

Would we, then, exhibit an enlightened
devotedness to the interests of the Saviour,
and to the cause of God in the world,
we must ourselves be possessed of a personal
interest in Jesus—of a personal knowledge
of bim. It must not be a mere theory, or
a speculation, or profession; it must be
the religion of the heart, possessed by our-
selves, the result of knowledge, conviction,
and experience.

The order is, “I will bless thee; and
(then) thon shalt be a blessing.” It is in
harmony with this order that we pray,
“ God be merciful unto us, and bless us,
and cuuse his face to shine upon us.” Why ?
¢ That thy way may be known upon earth,
thy saving health among all nations.” This
is the order recognised by the Redeemer
hiwmself: « He that believeth on me,” he
says, * shall never thirst, and from within
him (that believeth) shall flow rivers of
living water.” .

The disciples of John were not satisfied
with a mere passing glance at the Saviour,
the impulse of curiosity. No; they looked
to Jesus,—they followed him,—they sought
an interview with him,—they dwelt with
him that day. There was in their case
observation, intercourse, conviction ; and if
we be truly seeking after Christ for our-
selves, and if we be sincere in our labours to
bring others to Christ, we shall do as the
disciples did,—we shall examine and judge
for ourselves. We are not required to
take anything on trust; we are challenged
to investization: we will “come and
m"

In respect to the second propesition, vis.,
that all who arc themselves acquainted
with the Lord Jesus Christ will be concern-
ed to bring others to the Saviour, that they
may be sharers of their joy—this is simply
a deduction from the former. Everything
in the new creation leads to this; so ex-
pressive iseverything ir religion, the object



