Whi . .
.‘g:clal?ﬁm“““"g their mission, and also most re-
the eon !d‘? submit some practical suggestions for
this dyt l_lt ]:'ntxon of the House. In discharging
upon thy »it has been thought advisable not to enlarge
fore lhcosCe Minuter details which have been laid be-
the provi olonial Committee, and with which it is
norlu wince of lh}lt body more properly to deal,—
gal.io.[::nfthe relative claims of the numerous congre-
ave be ro({n Wwhich earnest appeals for ministers
“’«“igvntc“u orwarded,—nor upon the strong and in-
by il el ltachment to the Church of Scotland, which
festeq _:lsscs in the course of their mission was mani-
they ¢ ."0:1 upon the cordial jutercourse which
own &l Yed, not only with those belonging to our
Altache d‘“wh, but also with many conscientiously
ese tg .?0 other religious denominations. Upon
ing in itp'fﬁ. mnuch might be reported, deeply interest-
may be sell, and honourable to the Church j but it
general nore expedient to confine this narrative to a
care view of the statc of the Provinces, taking
may, c’riuolwever’ 1o furnish the Assembly with sufficient
° var, s from.whlch to form a correct opinion on

The | 10us subjects alluded to.

0 the i‘;‘Tlrugtlorns handed to the Deputation,previously
Points Caving this country, embraced the following
lhcuué upon whgch thcy’ were desired to obtain au-

. ln(‘ormatnmn.—-—F;rst, The actual destitution
tryme,:n.c“',’s of gracc among our cxpatriated coun-
is amo.’ Second, lhg means of cducation which ex-
tainipe lg'lthem.; Third, The progress made in ob-

‘&nad—:‘gelecs in connection with the charges in
g, -l:'{f,'t ’1' vurth, The slate of the clergy reserves ;
College 'y the position and prospeets of Queen’s
tion %v}; Kingston, Upon these points the Deputa-

2 pierever they went, made the fullest inquiry.
Seotia ‘?tltutwn of the Means of Grace.—Nova
irst cjy a8 the first province visited, and Halifax the
¥ cong uyl tlll'lt. On l_undmg there on the 15th of June
rc’l’ectedml?n- wax immediately held with our two
the Lq Ministers in Halifux, and the members of
of Scogn 3“°°lutlon in connection with the Church
and the b" » 88 10 the actual wants of the province,
Pose of g ©st mode in which the Deputation might dis-
Huyiy, (o3 ime 80 as to accomplish the most good.

Wing r. L o0 O
mak e"§ Teferred to the Lay Association, it s right to
which t_he ssembly aware of tne growing influence

Ched 4 ‘;} ody is deservedly exercising,the enlight-
Constify; astucss of its members to the principles and
0 moton of the Church, and their unfcigned desire
the remot: the spiritual welfare of their brethren in
Tepel the ¥ Parts of the country. They did much to
on the Ch‘“‘mu"s which some time ago were made up-
light her utch of their fathers, and Lo set in its proper
Sentagioyl et position in opposition to misrepre-
will b c'_"egardmg it industriously circulated. It
Such g | vident to the Assembly, that the advice of
at thy o Y was most invaluable to the Deputation
and j,, n“mmenccment of their important labours,
ound ¢, °b Ca3e was the advice which they received

. “0 be otherwise than judicious, when tested by

ex
heﬂf r"':'ilCe- Hours of anxious consultation were
next ¢ the Upwards of eighty of its members ; and

i Statements given them of the thoroughl
t}.:::?:)""y 8pirit that pervades our Church at hgme),'
ble, e sperity with which her enterprises have been
hon‘)urédand the general usefulness of which she is
Carnes) to be an instrument, what seemed most
of the my to en?ago their 'mindl was the sad privation
trymen eans o grace which thousands of their coun-
even were suﬂ'c;rmg, and deep anxiety that it were
ho"()l})rllrtmlly relioved. Their earnestness did them
eredital) their anxieties about their brethren were
Painfull ¢ to the best sympathies of their hearts. Too
U1y true did the Deputation find their melan-
District after district was visited,
the members of the Deputation together,
Y singly, that a more extensive field
employeq rtaken ; and terms too strong cannot be
o Oneyceo to €Xpress cither the lamentable situation
%0rrow i"gr@gutmn_aﬁer another, or the feeling of
Sever tr"‘ lWhlc_h their wants were conveyed, or the
acks 1al which it would prove to them to turn their
at w 0’90“ the Church in which they were baptized,
cOmmu:i schaols they had been educated, at whose
Yards thcon-tubles they had sat, and in whose church-
ashes of their parents and riends are lying,
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the Deputation wont, as the documents lodged with
the Committce amply show, these painful facts were
realised ; and therefore this venerable House will
not be surprised that the Deputation unite most
earnestly in urging them upon its consideration. At
least fifteen additional labourers are immediately re-
quired to supply the districts in Nova Scotia, of the
description now referred to. Halifax is the capital of
the colony ; and, although there are two respected
ministers officiating there, yet they have been
s0 many years in America, and are feeling the
infirmities of age coming so rapidly upon them, that
they are not able to discharge the duties with the
vigour which they desire. It is creditable, in these
circumstances, to the parties interested in them, that
they have resolved to employ a third minister to
preach alternately for each of them, aud have guar-
antced a suitable stipend for him without infringing
upon the incomes of their pastors. An application
to this effect, along with those from many other con-
%regatiom, is lying upon the table of the Committee.

n connection with Nova Scotia, Cape Breton was
visited. In this romantic country there is vast religi-
ous destitution everywhere. Owing to the remote-
ness of its situation, as well as other causes, it was
not visited by the former Deputation. The people
had but few sources of information about the state of
our Church ; and such as they did enjoy were not
ulways those taat gave the fairest impression either
of her character or principles. They told how wearied
they had been for some accredited missionary to ex-
plain to them the truth or erroneousness of the vital
changes which, they had been assured, had not only
disorganized the Church, but altered her entire com-
plexion as a Church of Christ. When that mis-
sionary went, he was welcomed with open arms.
From their glens and sequestered settlements they
gathered around him to hear the words of Salvation
with a fuithful account of the principles and opera-
tions of our Church, and in warm terms expressed
their joy that they are still cared for by their brethren
at home.

The sccond province visited was Prince Edward’s
Inland, in which a great proportion ugt.hc people
are (rom Scotland. Charlotte Town, the capital,
with its large and attached congregation, has becn
vacant (or l%)ur years. Indeed, in the whole island
which is about 140 miles in length, and about 40 in
breadth, there is at present only one minister in con-
nection with our Church ; and, notwithstanding his
zeal and abundant labours, it is evident that he can
do but little to supply the wants of the many thousands
scattered over so wide a surface. This island is
a very important one ecclesiastically, as has been ex-
plained to the Committee, and would immediately
require several additional labourers.

T'he third province visited was New Brunswick,
and there the list of vacancies, as furnished to the
Comnmittee, is also very large. Almost all of them
some member of the Deputation visited ; and,
whether they did so on a week-day or a Sabbath-day,
their ministrations were numerously attended by peo~
ple still reiterating the appeal for minsters to be sent
to them. In the capital of New Brunswick there
are two congregations, both of thewn vacant. They
are quite able and willing to furnish ample stipends
to faith{ul and pious ministers.  One of them indeed
has set an example of muuificence in this respect in-
dicative both of sincere attachment to the Church and
of the value put by it upon religious ordinances. The
trustees and elders, mostly all in opulent circum-
stances, confided to the Deputation a bend for £500
a year of stipend to a minister who may go to take
charge of them, along with a guarantee, at the rate of
£300 a-year, exclusive of his expenses to and from
America, to a preacher who may be appointed by the
Committee to officiate until a properly qualified min-
ister can be provided. At present a missionary, sent
out to labour under the direction of the presbytery in
which 8t. John’s is situate,is officiating,and the large
church is every Sabbath filled by a highly respectable
congregation. It is most sincerely hoped that this
leading station will be speedily supplied by a per~
manent minister ; indced it is of the utmost impor-
tance that it he so. Nor should the case of the
other congregation in the city be overlooked. Quite
the contrary. They stand fast by the Church not-

*s than those of her ministers. Wherever

withstanding peculiar trials to which they have been
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exposed, their former minister having been obliged
some time ago to leave the fabrie in which they
worshipped in consequence of doctrinal errors which
he had espoused. Their case has also been earnestly
recommended to the consideration of the Commiitee.
To New Brunswick generally the same terms are
applicable as to its wants and their urgeney which
have applied to the provinces already described.
These wants are deplorable throughout the whole
colony. Our ministers at present in it are exem-
Elary for devotedness; but, compared with the

arvest, it may emphatically be said, the labourers
are indeed few.

From these Lower Provinces the Deputation pro-
ceeded to Canada East,and the first place which
they visited was Montreal. Besides the Rev. Mr.
M<Gill (Dr. Mathieson, the other minister in that
city, being from home in consequence of indisposi-
tion), the Deputdtion were immediately surrounded
by many enli%)etcned and warm friends of the Church,
mostly members of the Lay Association reeently
established there. Ofthis Association the Deputation
are anxious to speak in terms of grateful acknowl-
edgement. It wasorganized three years ago, while
the former Deputation was in Canada, and is one of
the many proofs of the fidelity and talent with which
the members of that Deputation fulfilled their mission.
Indeed, wherever the present Deputatica went where
the former had been, their labours were spoken of
with high respect and affection. The Lay Associa~
tion referred to was established for the purpose of
helping their poorer countrymen to erect places of
worship in the remoter settlements, and remunerating
the services of Ministers ameng them. In this
benevolent work they have done much that is praise~
worthy, and at considerable cost. A few months
ago a periodical under its patronage,and with the ap-
proval of the Synod of Canada, was commenced, en-
titled ¢ The Presbyterian.”” The object of this pub-
lication is to circulate information about our Mis-
sionary Schemes and other collateral subjects, and at
the same time to furnish matter for Sabbath-day read-
ing to our more destitute Canadian brethren. Itis with
great pleasure that an assurance is conveyed to the
Assembly, after a Xeruaal of all the numbers which
have been produced, that thissmall publication, both
in its tone and spirit, is worthy of the patronage of
our fiiends who have undertaken it, and promises to
be of essential advantage in the dissemination of
Divine Truth. By the members of this body, too,
the clamant necessities of Canada were powerfully
and affectingly urged. They were 30 in private and
in public. The two kirk-sessions over which the
Rev. Dr. Mathieson and the Rev. Mr. M‘Gill ably
preside, joined with great earnestness their testimony
to the same eifect. Afler preaching in Montreal on
the Sabbath, and preaching to and addressing a
crowded and highly respectable meeting on a week-
day, the Deputation proceeded, by the advice which
they received, to visit not only Quebec and the other
principal cities, but also many of the sequestered
hamlets and settlements ; and they beg unanimously
to say, as the result of their journeys, that it is im-
possible to overstate the religious wants which they
witnessed, or the fresh intensity which was all along
awakened in their minds, that these wants were
even partially supplied. Fortuuately the Synod of
Canada waa holding its annual Assembly at this
season in Toronto, and the Deputation had the hap-
piness of being present at several of its sederunts.
Nothing could exceed the cordiulity of their reception
by that venerable Court, the interest which its mem-
bers, thrgugh their Moderator, expressed in the wel-
fare of the Chureh of Scotland, and the value which
they put upon the circumstance of another Deputa-
tion having been sent to visit the vast numbers of
countrymen whose wants it was totally out of their
power to supply. The Synod was assured, in return,
of the deep interest which the Church feels in their
prosperity, of your most anxious desire to strengthen
their hands, and of the unfeigned joy with which you
always hear that the work of the Lord is P’Oﬂp?r:gg
among their flocks. A special diet was appoin
for conference with the Deputation, in the course of
which much valuable information was obtained,
which has been handed over to the Committee.
Again, the religious necessities of Canada were reit-

erated ; and, although the statements were painful,



