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THE CHURCH 'TIMES.

fuat discloced Ly the Tnepeotor’s report {aalso do-
serving of remark, as boing celculated to dispel an
romaining unsasinoss as to tho proapact of the sproa
of epidemio discaso amongst us. As wo advance ine
to ngbambor the genoral mortality scams to Lo re-
idly dimlnishing. Thus wo tind that tho wwek end-
ing September 18, shows a docroase of 27 Jeaths
on tho previous wesk, and 40 on tho woek befote.

& Chureh Eimes.

“HALIFAX, SATURDAY, OCTR. 4, 1856.

DIGCRIAN ASSXMMLY.

Nozwitusraxpixa sl thengitation whioh bag boon
promoted to cresta aud cncoursgo suspicion and
alarm smong Clurchwen, it is graiifying to reccive
judisputablo ovidenco of a sirong aud provailing
foeling in favor of cur Dinesan Assombly’; and wo
aro confirmod In the opinim not only that it will
produce abundant good in tho Church, but, that it
will uitimately commend itself to tho intelligent
judgment of all sound Churchmen. In a fow days
tho Assombly will be in Seasion, and wo bLavo a
Fight to oxpeot that the prayors of the Church will
bo offered, ** that all thinge may boe so ordered aad
settled by thoir undoavors upon the best and surest
foundaticns, that pesco and bappiness, truth and
justice, 1 aligion and piety, may bo established amon
us for all generations ™ The Diocceean Assembly
establishod and its ccastitution settled. We bLave
thereforo no reason to four ita failure ; but, wo must
oll desira that it should be impartinlly examiued and
perfoctly understood ; that pivus Cbristians should
bo astured that it is in uccordunce with religious
truth, and that scrupulous subjects should bo con-
vineed that it is not adverso 1o popular rights.—
Upon tho first of these poiuts it is not nocesmary to
33y much, a8 wo have not only tho records of anti-

uity in its favor, but, instances arc presorved in
;Lc Word of God: while not the Church alone, but
almost every soct of professing Christians bave
adopted somo assembly from which rules and regula-
tions for the government of tho whiolo body should
cmanate. But, it is not so much on this account
that objection is made, as that it is estoemed a novs
clty, w0 infricge tho righta aud encroach ugon the
libertics of Christians : and men are uneasy in the
fear that it is something to increaso thu suprome au-
thority, and as such enforood upon the acoeptance of
Churchinen. But is this truly the case? Wo allow
at once, that in the English Church, the synodical
action had fallen into disuse : we bad been 0 olosely
cannected with the State, and so reticulated with all
its legal epactments, that tho independent action of
the Church seemed to be almost unnecessary-—anil
this in some measure prosailed in the” Colonies, until
zecently the conncciion has been formerly renounced
by tho Colonial legixhtures ; and now unloss we
agopt the principlo of self governwent wo are left in
a sote for Juss advantageons than a sect of yesterday.
This was jimuediately discoversd, and tho remedy is
gought in the estallishinent of Diccesan Synods.
But, it bas not been done in a capeicious and arbi.
trary manner  We believe we may state this of all
the Colonial Sees. Wo ave sure wo can boldly,
essert it with respect to our own.

if we have beca rightly informed, tha Bishop of
Nova Sertin bad been frequently urged to tahe the
gense of tho Diocese on the expediency of such an
Aseembly 3 muore than oneg he had met public cen.
suro thyt he had not done ?, ; but, instepd of acling
preeipitately bo waited until a fit opportunity occur-
red, by srhich the labor and expenso might bo gav-
ed: such an opportunity was afforded by the Pro-
vincial Exnibition, which would necessarily bring
many of the influcntial Laity to Halifax, and the
Visitativn of the Clergy, 1o which the whole bedy
would be cited.

1t wason this oceasion that the preliminary Mect-
ing was held : of this Meeting the most amplo nntice
was given, aml by it £ty Parishos wero entitled
1o send Delogates ta comsider tho cxpedicncy of @
Synod. Thero wero then 59 Clergymen qualified
to vote, an) 53 Lelegates were returaed to pepresent
tho Laity.  Afror the fullest and most unrestrained
discussion of the question, the voies wero zeparately
taken and thero sppeared—

Of the Clergy, for the Synod—-37

" oagaingt it— 9

Of tho Laity, forghe Synod—28

“ agetnst it—10
Sa that the expedieney of tho mezsure was affirmed
by a wajority of foursifths of the Clergy and three-
Sourths of the Jaity. A commiltee was appointed to
framo the Censtitution, aml the A+embly adjourned
until the month of Octobor in thr fulliwing yoar. In
the meantime several of the cnmpmumeﬁ Parivhes
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assumed their right, and the number of the Delegates
was inoressed to G1.

On ooming Logather in 1885 the framework of the
Conalitution which bad ‘beon exrcfully eonslderel
and prepared, was prosented, and with vory litde
slteration edopted unsnimously, excepd the minth
Rule, upon which an amendment qualifying the
vato of the Bishop was affored, Lut was nogatived,
only threa Laymen voting for it.  Whersupon the
origiual motion was put and cerried.

48 of the Clorgy voting in its faror, aud
« Noroxs sgalnst it

20 of the Laity voting for, and

Osn . agaiost it.

Tho Constitution thus adopted by the almost una.
nimous volos of the Assembly was printed and pub-
lished previous to the now olvotion for the present
yoar ; and I think wo are justified in balieving that
the proceadings were approved by tho Chureh at
largo, from tha fact, thet after a more dgliberate
consideration of the subjoot, and with a more nerfect
knowledge of its nature, tho numbor of@elogates to
the Assombly Lias continuod to Inoroave, snd that no
loss than 70 aro already rogistored for the prosont
yoar. Out of 50 Parishos thero nro now only 12
which have not given their adkorenca to the Assom-
bLly, and 2 of them are the unlimited Districts of the
Viaiting Mi-sionery, the right of whioh to be ropre-
sentod might bo considered doubtful,

Ve bavo purposely omitted Prince Edward's
Island in theso calnulations, hecauso on all such os.
casions they hava been heretofero omittad ; but, wa
are bound in fairness to state, that neatly all the
Parizhes thero havo appointed no Dologatos, or at
loast G out of tho B arv siill left unropresentod.®

1t is a subjeot of deep regret that whon tho avow-
cd objoct is to promote the glory of God and the
welfare of HUis Chureh, any foclings of bitterness
should be entertsined, and much more that such
foelinga should ba expressed so as to booome a public
scandal. Cburchmen havo 2 perfeoct right to eatortain
diverso opinions upon the Synod, and we are bound
to honor & religious and coosciontious bpposition to
it; butno plea can be found for [njurious insinua-
tions, and no alvantago can be gained by statements
whicharonot true It is casy to ascribo tothe Bishop
uaworthy motives; to charge the Clergy with a mer
cenary spirit, and to throw discredit upon the Dnle-
getes of tha Taity ; ull this proves nothing. excspt a
want of Chrisian meckness and charity. DBut
** facts are stublorn things”—and in tho present
caso thoy lead us to tho conclusion, that, whatover
be the worth of thu Diocessn Assombly and the
teudency of its constitulion, they have each bueen
adopted and approved by a desided majority of all
the Parishioners of Nova Scotie. We hava now to
cxpress un earnest hopo that a large uember of
Members will bo present at this Scssion.

Wo have abundant reason to pray that the Spirit
of God way pervade and direct all who aro bonora-
bly engaged 1o this sacred mission ; that no cfforts
may be spated to promoto the trus welfare of Christ’s
Church : thatall tho proccedings of the Astembly
may be so marked with discretion, moderation, and
picty, s to commend themn 1o thoso who at prosent
ure di-trustful of tho benefit ; that wo ruay live to-
gether in peace, and love, and bo joined togetherin
one mind and one judgment.
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&5~ While the Committee of tho Welsford Memo-
rial gro thinking aud disputing about it, a most
useful Testimonial has beon designed sud completed
by Dr. William Almon, who bas endowed King's
Collego with Zen Preforential Shares in the Water
Company, for a Prizo tv bo compoted for by Stu-
dents who have kept their threo first terms, and to
be given on the Anniversary of tho Storming of the
Redan, in honor of Col. Welsfurd, who full in the
van of the attack. This is a most useful Prize, and
while it will serve to commemorato the bravery and
devotion of Lis lamented countryman, will stimulato
the labours and studies of the youogest aspirants for
honor and distinetion.

£~ We have great pleasure to rnotice that two
very beautiful Alter Chairs, furnished by 3fessra.
Mclfwen of this City, and presented by Captain
Wilfred Brett, A.'D. C., have been placed ju the
Chaneel of St. Luke's Church. The Chairs are
boldly krd clegantly carved in British oak, from a
chaste gothio tﬁ:sign of Mr, McEwen the younger ;
the seat and back being covered with vich erimson
velvet. “Pho congregation of 8t. Luke's arn cortainly
much judebted to the genorous donor, for thia great
and noecssary improvement in the appointments of
their Chareh,

#* In the Island thero is & separate DRoersn Church So-
dcz{v, and we bolicve tho Clery have leen tormerly oxcus-
od from atiending the Visitation of the Bushop - this may
account for tho nonattend.mes ne the Amrmbly, aa we

Diordsan Synods.

m

B The arrangements for the waek of the Moeets
ta; of the Clergy ars as Allows :~On Sunday, Oet.
3%, the Anoual Barmons will be presched for tho
Diooo'nei Churoli Boclety st £ Paul's and 8t.
Luke’s. On Tusdqy 14th, tho business Cymmit-
toa of the Dicosssn Amsmbly will mect to pre
business for the Mosting,  Oa Wednesday m
there wiil be & general Meeting of Mombors. of the
Dicoosan Socledy in the National 8ehool Room at 8,
and a public Meoting in the Tumperance Hall at
balfpest 7 iu the ovening. Thureday 1G0th the
Ammb&wm commonco il Sosston at 10 s, m.,
and on Friday 17th thore will be a Mesting of the
Alumpi of King's Collogo at 2. On Wednoedsy
16th, at the 11 c’clack 8ervice the Holy Oommu-
nion wll! be_celobrated at 8t Paul’s; apd on the
8 following days there will bo Morning Prager in
the Bishop’s Chapel at balfpast 9, and Evenfug
Prayer at a quarter nast 5,
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& Wo wondor that none of the secular papers
bavo dovotod a paragraph to the Ciroulsr gt. p:hn
Water Compang, who intond to incronse thé wates
rato by GO par cent., in order to covor tho oxpensss
of laying an additional 16 inch wain from the Lakos
to conueet with tho two 12inch pipes on the Com.
mon. This notification and othor regulations, ara of
$0 much importanco that it would soem noosssary to
ot at an sxproasion of Publio opinion upon them,—
ith such an increase of tha Wator Rates, thore can
bj:'no dt:ubt, wo dlbinkl.1 that it is almost tima for tho

citizens to consider tho propriaty of eatablishi
tiral Water Company. proprely e
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& The City Elections on Waodneaday, Oot. 1,
rosulted in tho following Returns : v
Yor Mavon,
ARCHIBALD SCOTT, Esq.
Arvvyunxy.

Ward 1--P. Doxoitox, Beq.
28, Carvwxrr, Beq,
3—P, Monxtsor, Keq.
4—T. Rixo, Keq. -
§—J. L. Bannv, Rsq.
6-—~Tos. JrxviNas, Iisq,
edol{ll:lrhnm h‘s‘;, hllA;(mswiI&:Lxm. Bsq. was olect.
crruan for Ward No. 2, in the place of
Mcliroath, Req. rosigned. ’ P Maatiea
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& Mr. Goorgo Mackenzic, of Now Glasgow,
noar Pictou, bas, it i2 said, inado an offor to the
Government of Prince Xuwnrd Island, to put sa
iron Steamer on the line betwgen Charlottotown and
Picton, to run doily, Sundays excopted, and when
aa English mai! arrives st Pictou, to start immediate-
ly after srriving from Charloitetoyn, thus performing
two trips on that day. r. Mackenrie asks ten yoars'
privilego.
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&Y The specimens of Bt translations in our
last week’s puper, wero copica {romn the Episeopal
Recorder. In tho succeeding No. of that paper wo
find a noto from Mr. Wyokoff, denying that they aro
tho translations of the American Baptist Union,
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[COMMUNICATAD TO THR CHURCH TINKS.]

The Rev. J. Ambrose begs loave to acknowledge
the roceiptof £1 5 7} collected by Miss E. B. Wells,
and kindly forwarded by her, for the Cungueral)
Church. These continued instancee of Lberality from
their fellow Churchmen in lalifax are exceedingly
encoursying, and tharefore valuable to the poor and
struggling congregation at Conquerail, who ars ennse-
quently making every endeavour to finish the ootside
of theic Church belors wintar. They bave framed,
boarded; and slungled wt by thair own voluntary la-
bour, ard the excellence of the work done by these
extemporary carpeutars, is a cosvincing proof of the
ingenuity «f our Nova Scotians. They intenad D, V.
to finish the outside  bowrding and battenlng in a faw
days, and will alo do the panting and sanding, ttem-
selver.  Thus, with a littls helpsfrom their fullow
members of the Lord’s Body, a substautial and realiy
beautiful Church may earily bo buiit by any of our
poor roral congregations n the Provinee,

Contributions to 1his gnod object will still be recsiv-
ed by My Wells, at the Bivle and Tract Depontory,
by Mr. Gowip, at the Church Tunes Qffice, or by Mr.
Ambross, who oxpects D. V. to be in Halifax about
the 16th of October,
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TATAL ACGIDRNT.—A coronor’s inquest was beld
at 10 ocloek, 4. 2., ou Tuesday Jnst, on the body
of Carry Mdt, scaman, on board the flag-sbip Bos-
cawen, 10, who fell from the bowsprit of said vessel
on totho stage underncath, which resulted in instans
death, Deccased bore an excellent charatler on
bo‘d the Boscawen. The jury returned a verdict
of ™ noerdental deuth.”’— Chronicle.

have ronson to belicre that most vf thew are 11 favor of §

His Bxocllonry the lacut Governor, who lefs -
iLie poft for the Sustwsrd in the steam sloop Basi-




